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By 8,00 p,m, on January 29th,, i.,e,, after the | o
beginning of the arranged truce, firing had died do |
but on the following day the Japanese Admiral protes
ed to American and British Consul-General that the Ch
ege armoured train in the railway station had reopene
fire, This the Chinese denied, alleging, on the other
hand, that it was the Japanese who had fired,

During the morning of January 3lst, seventeesd

Japanese aeroplanes flew over Shanghai and the chine-ll
positions, but without any bombardment, The Japanese i
naval authorities contended that this demonstration i
was effected as a result of a fresh breach of the '
truce by the Chinese, This was hotly denied by the |
Chinese, On this day took place tha meetings referred
to in the last paragraph of out first Report, at whic
suggestions for a neutral zone were made, and it was i
agreed that the truce should continue pending final

|
replies from both sides, |
|

On February lst, the tmée wag more or less i
observed, though there was again some desultory ﬂrinr.
On February 2md, the Japansse Commander agein |
alleged breaches of truce by the Chinese on the previ%' B !

ous day, adding that as it seemed clear that Chinese !

i
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were massing their forces with a view to surrounding
the Japanese, he was going to send up aeroplanes to
reoconnoitre,

About midday Japanese aeroplanes flow over Shan[r
hagi and the Chinese pesitions. They were fired upen
by the Chinese, whereon aeroplanes dropped bombs
in Chapei, and in a short while general firing from
both sides recommenced, At about 3,00 p,m. -~ 1.e,,
after the fighting had reopened ~ the Japanese 00nm}-
General informed the Consular authorities that the
Japanese Governmant had refjected the proposal for
a neutral zone referred to above,

The same day the Mayor of Gfeater Shanghal sent
to the Congular authorities a letter, received by
them on February 3rd., referring to the agreement

for an armistice reached at the meeting of 3Ilst, L

January, and stating that the Japanese had repeated]
broken this agbteement by atta‘oki'ng the ChSnese troey
and in particular by bombing them from the air as G
described in the preceding paragzaph, '

On February 3rd, the Japans¥é naval authoritie

™\ ammounced that, as the Ohinese futhorities had ocons
3ently failed to display sincerity.in carrying eut
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of their engagements, Chinese troops musi be withdrawxlﬁ
a. gsufficient digtance from Chapei, and to effect thati'
object Japanesc seroplanes might be forced to bombard i
Chinese positions, Later in the day the Japansse

Consulate-Genersl informed the Consular authorities |
that three Japanese destroyers had been fired upon
from the Woosung Forts, and that the Japanese thorefo#

intended to oscupy the Forts. This firing was again |

denied by the Chinese,
Since February 3rd, a state of open warfare

I
exists, any pretenoe of itruce beimg abandoned, Firing
continues intermittently, both in Ohapel and Woosumg l
areas, with the use of artillery, and, on the Japanes
side, of aerisl bombardments. The offensive is entir IL
in the hands of the Japanese, whose avowed objeot is |
to capture Woosung Forts and drive all Chinese troopl?
a considerable distance from ghanghai, ;
It must be noted, in relation to the question ofi
the breaches of the truce, that a complete truce nove:}
really existed, and also that, in the absence of fore-it-
ign observers in the fighting lines, it is impossible

to egtablish which side should be held responsible fox
the z
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the breaking of the truce, Individual unite on either
side, or even "agente provocateurs", may have been
responsible,

Apart from the question of the resumption of
hostilities between regular troops on the fighting
lines, it is necessary to recall briefly the events,
internationally important from the point of view of

the status of the Settlement, which during thie porior

were occurring inside the Japanese sector,

From the beginning of the Japanese movement on

the night of January 28th,, the Japanese sector was

invaded by Chinese plain-clothes troops, who congeale
themselves inside, or on the roofs of, houses, whanoe
they fired on the Japanese patrols in the strests wit
automatic pistols, It should be mentioned that the

Japanese, who seem to have had insufficient regular

forces for the defence of the ares they occupled, had
moij.liud and armed all their so-called reservists,
who wore civilian clothes distinguished by a bmsnj

The marines and reservipte responded to the
sniping of the Chinege plain-clothes soldiers by mac

ine-gun fire, and also by house-%o-house searches to

cate the snipers, in the course of which very congid
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able dampge was done, houses sven being set on fire
to dislodge the snipers, The Japanese naval suthorisi-
es took complete control of the Hongkew distriot inside
the Settlement, barricszding streets, disarming police
and paralysing sll other municipal activities of the
gettlement authorities, including the fire brigade,

Police posts were prevented from any communieation wir
their headquarters, The Shanghai Mumicipal Council wa
forced to evacuate schools and hospitals, Numerous
exceases, imcluding sumgary execution, were commjtted
by marines, reservists, and roughts, the lutmontione*,
who had no offiocial standing, being actuated probably
by a mere spirit of revenge againg'fs the Chiness for
sarlier anti-Japanese activities, A reign of terror
resulted, and almost the entire mon-Japanese popula-
tion of the area ran away,

Owing to the large nimber o:r thneu who were
‘bclieved to have been arrested o;‘ *pnt to death by -
1 ih.paneae, and of whom no tra.cc cmﬂd be found, the - ﬁ _
' \Mupicipal Counmcil on February 53n, asked the Comsular

> 'Bedy to approach the Japanese g&thozitiu with a view
\\ff&ihquiry. The Japsnese Ooagul Gexeral admitted thas
excesses had bsen committed by -hiimatiomals at a

\
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when feeling was running high and chaotic conditions
prevailed, but the situation was much improved and
he agrsed that all persons arrested as suspects by t
naval authorities within the Settlement should be
od over to the Mumiocipal police, This was accordingl
done, but the number of Chinese still unaccounted fo
ig very large. The Municipal police has already coll
ted details of about 300 camses,

Sniping has now been much reduced, but Japanese ocon-
trol is still severe, and police and other rmunicipal

functions can only slowly reassert themselves, The

Japensse authorities were mach concerned at the exooJPu

committed by their nationals, and a number of undesi 1)
ables have been deported to Japan.

The Committee does not propose, for the time
being , %0 send any further report unless it comes
into possession of some fresh information which would]

necessitate correction of previous statement of until

it is required to amplify or supplement any particula#ﬁ

point in gtatements made in its first and second

reporis,
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