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HeleJsMeS."Idzumo®™.
Malta,
27th May 1918.

0273

8ir,

I have the honour to forward,for your
information,a copy of telegrams,recelived from the
Flotilla Commander- of the 23rd Destroyer Flotilla,
Regarding the torpedoing of the British Troopship
"Leasowe Caatle™ on 26th inst. at 10,30 p.m.

I have the honour to be,
Sir,
Your obedient Servant.

(8d) K.Sato.

Rear Adnmiral commanding
Japanese 2nd detached Squadron.

To...British Commander-in-Chief.
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Copy of Teleg}aés.

l,-=~ Prom...Flotilla Commander 23rd Destroyer Flotilla,

29"

3.8

on board "Kashiwa®.(through Navy Alexandria.)
To.ess . Japanese Rear Admiral.
Reocelived... .10 a.,m. 27th May.

0280

On 26th May at 10.30 p.meGeMsT.,whilst zig-zagging
the Leasowe Castle which was the 2nd shlp from left
wing of the first line was torpedoed on her starboard bow
in position 31.48 N. 27.12 E.

I left "Katsura®™ and British Sloop "Lily® on the
scene for her rescue,requesting Alexandria for rescue
boats and convoy is contlinuing the voyage.

At the time of attack, although it was clear moonlight
night and visiblity good,it is regretted that no ehmmy
could be seen and no attack could suhsequently be
carried out. The Transport sank 88 at 0.10 a.m. 27the

’ 0456.

Prom.., Flotilla Commander of the 23rd Destroyer Flotilla
' (through Navy,Alexandria.)

To.ss:0.The Japanese Rear Admiral.

Receivedosss.10aeme 27th May.

Among 3,200 troops and-—orew and crews of the Leasowe
Castle,about ®f 2,400 have been picked up by 1 a.m. on
27th. There are atill many remaining in the life bhoat.
The "Katsura® is gtanding by waiting the rescue boats
from Alexandria.

0458.

WP W S AN D S P D T B

Prom...Flotllla Commander,22nd Destroyer Flotilla
on board the "Katsura®.
(through “,avy®, Alexandria.)
To.ss+ The Japanese Rear Admireal.
" Recelvedsesl pem. 27th May. -

For some time after the torpedoing,the "“Leasowe
Castle®™ showed no sign of sinking,though she had much
list, The British Sloop "Lily" had begun the rescuing
work. The"Katsura® stood by,when at 0.03 a.m. on
27th the transport suddenly sank. ¥Katsura® pioked
up about 400 survivors. There still remaln about 600
men in the 1ife boats,but as there seems to be no
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1 v ¢ AL Y

danger,the sea belng very oalm,“Katsura® stopped picking

up survivors and 1s guarding the vicinity. On arrival

of the assistance from Alexamdria,the "Lily® full of survi@e@
ivors wlll proceed to Alexandria,and the "gatsura® will

leave the scene to joln the convoy. Among those picked up
onh board the "Katsura®™ there are more than 10 wonnded of wh
whomone did not revive. It 1s expeoted that number of
missing are few. '

0281

0600

4,~- Received 3.30 p.m. 27th May.

At 9 a.m, 27th'May, H.M.S.s8 "Ladybird®,"L¥chinis" and
"Chelmer® arrived at the socene from Alexandria. The
"Kataura® handed over the survivors to these vessels and

is proceeding to Join the convoy.
1010

B B S S8 Su) B S Bl (g O O Sy S B Wy OB

S.=- Reoceived 8.30 p.m. 2ith uay.'

According to the report from the Plotilla Commander
‘of the 22nd Plot4lla on board the “Katsura® which jolined
the oconvoy on 28th at 8 a.m.,the rescue work was carried
out satisfaotly inspite of some difficulties. The total
number of troops on board was 2,934 and that of crew 208.
The casualties seem to be very few,if any.
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