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¢ OPY,
TORPEDOING OF H.I.J.%.S. "Sakaki”,

H.¥.5.%Theseun”, 16%h yhne 19A7. |

No. RP. 17/43.
Sir,
I have the honour to foxward the following reporti-

s AR A N,

At 1330 on 11th. J“ns an S.0.S wae received from the Japanese destroy ex

"Sakakir®. H.M.S, "Chelmer® was at once sent to her assistancs and shortly
afterwards signals wexe reoeived from "Ribble","Jed" and "PartridgelI® who
wore in the vioianity, bound mouth to the effaot that they were also Pro-~ -

cseding to"Sekaki®, A 1800 "ribble® reported that she had "Sakaki® in tow .

with "Jed", "Matau"™ and a Frenoh T.B. in company. On fPartridge¥I® joinlng .

up with with oonvoy I ordered "Chelmer? and "Jed* to proceed to meet "Ozma~
nieh® and "Gazells" to join up and assket escorting "Sakaki® to Suda.

The tow parteé ocut side Suda, but the shipwes brought in safety by 2340.

Tug "John Payns® with Lieut. Co :andexr Borrisow R.N.R. in oharge was secure
d alongeide her and she was towed to "Dalkeith®™ and secured.

w Meanwhlle, the wounded were bsing removed from "Ribble¥ to the sick
Qverters and "Theseus®, the total number on board har being one dead and
sixteen woundad, one of whom subsequenily died.

-On Tuesday I8th. June the bodies were removed from the wreck(estimated)
numbexr55) and cremated in ths arsenal, amall boxes being made on board
"Thesus" in whioh the ashes will be sent to Japan.

The whole of the fore paxrt of the ship as far as the foremost stockhold
bulkhead (which 1is practioally intaot) has bsen blown mway. The forecastle
deck i® turned back wrecking the whole forebridge and foremost funnel,

The forerost gun and searchlight have disappearsd. The torpedo tubes
havs remained on the racer but are nearly upside down and covered with bent
and toxn plating. The hesd of one torpedo being oleer of wreokage the ph&-
tol vwae at onos removed, but as far as could be eesn the ristol of the se-
oond was 8¢ damaged as ¥o appear as ifthe striker must be very olose to Ahe
detonatox. UOonsequenily on the 13th. June(after conferring with the Conmre-
andd¥ing Ofiicer of the *Matsu" ) "Sakaki® was shifted down the harbour
while the wfemk of removing was caxrisd out., Assistence was offsred by
H.M.Ships but the Japenese prefexrred to work alone.

On the 1l4%th, June "Sakaki® was replaged alongsile "Dalkelth" and
the acelylens plant removed from "Huntsend®. Tha work of cutting away wre-—
ogkage oommenced on 16th. JUne and 1t is =etimated that this will take fram
10 daye %0 a fortnight. “Ribble"®s rsport is atimched.

ad
o
I have the hontur to be, . ;g
Six,
Your obedlient Servant,

Signed... A.E. Maororie.
Captain and “Senior Officer,
The Vice Admirel Comranding, 13t Detached Squadron,

Eaétexn ¥edlterranen Squadron,
/

it RSP e

e ————
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VI0E

COP Y. e e
U.¥.5, "Ribble®,  12%h, June 1017,

Six,

1 have the honour LG rvepert bhab on Yoaday 1lth, Juce at 8 pem. when
in position Lat, 35,59 H¥., hong. 24,10 E., on pascage from Salamis %o
Suda Bay, an $,0.5. sigaal was reselvad from Y.1.71.4.8, "Sakeki¥ then in
Lat., 55,15 K., Long. 53.51 E., distancce ifrxo= "Ribble" 25 wilee.

1 prooeeiel (o her assistance at full opeed srriving 4,88 p.m,.when }
I came across ®Sakeki® stopued, her bow compleiely wrasoked by 4 the g~ i

plosicn of a toxr edo fired by the enemy subrarine, snd with Hel.J . He8 :
Hatou® etsaming sound her s% & high spesd in order tov prevent a ge 0N d
attaok, - g

Az 1t seemed probable to me the *Sxkaki® might sink ox 1f 528 Xg-
malned in that position che might be torpedoed & seoond tiws, I closdd sy
lowared wy thros boate, and sent them over in oharce of the Firel Lieute
aant with ipetrueticns 1o send 2ll "Sfaxaksi® 'y wounded bto FRibblc? and
prepace %0 be taken in tow etexn firnd, ;

These instructicns he carried out in a =most sexpeditious and sffe-~
gicnt monner. I judged, wiih the "Maheu® standing by us and rorsening us
wb & high spszd that 4F 71 could tow *Sekakl™ for an hour the vrobablliily

R

of a geoond attask would ba considoraBly diminished,

At 3.5 pom. I progeedsd slongaide *Sakakit preparatory Lo taking
hay 1n tow and by 3.10 she was secursd astern end hsr wounded beinp passed
into "Ribble®'z boatz, At 3.30 we had thelr wounded, numbering 14 oa :
bourd accompunisd by thzir own Doopter and tow assistangs, Qur bouhs ?
were holsted at bthe amme btime and wa nrosesdsd to tow ¥Sakaki® stern Lizet |
towards Suda Bay, a2 dlstance of 52 «ilee, soreened by H,I.J.u.5. "Matsu®
a2 Teenah destroyer "A&,C,% and H.N, 8, "Jed", the last two ships haring
arcived at £.25 pon. At 4 puowm, HoM, Arwed Boardiag Steamex "Partridge 11"
arcivad and ot 8.30 pow. the Flset Xasoonper 9Gazells® jolned czcort. Onoe
olear of the subnarine arca, "Jed", the French T.B.D. and "Payizridgs TI7
proceaded, the "Yeteud and MOazelle® remaining with "Ribble® and "Sakakl”.

A% £.5 p.w. the towing wiza parted, but by £.30 p.w. we apaln had -

PGakekdl® 1o tow, ueing her wiro, and =t 11,35 pom. srrivad sl Suda Eoom
Defencs, anshorigg at 0,20 w.w. on the 1%th,
On arrival the wounded wofre transferred Lo the Hospilisl Boat and
thae tglvags Tug Look over tha "Sakaki®,
T hava the honouxr o hg,

iir,

Your obedlent HServany,
Bigaed, . . V. P, Kezley,
Lleuntenant, R.N.

The Sendor OfLYaer,

st Dateacohad Sguadrou, {
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