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Pigeon Useful in Naval Aviatlon

A recent order issued by the Navy Depariment requires
. that Navy seaplens,while in fright, carry pigeons

_— aboard .,
Some very interesting statistios have recently been
compiled in the Navy Department concerning the paxt
played by pigeons in Naval aviation during the world

- o

During the last ten months of the war,U.8.Naval pige
~ong delivered 219 messages from aseaplans.of comsuni
~cation, and oredit must be given the pigeons for = )
the saving of both men and machines. | 4
The most Sheilling experience of our aviatore is

that oredited to Ensign E.A.Stone,U.B.N.R.Pe,who with
gSub-Lisut.Bric ¥oore ofthe Royal Naval Air Porce clumg

F 4

§ forced to lsnd at sea.

for 80 houre without food or drink to the undersids of
a seaplane pontoons The duty of the sbove officers
was convoying patrol, and having met their ship ooum
from the weatward they sighted & periscope ahesd
. gtarted in pursult. Thsy unfortunately loet thelr
. oourss in a slight fog, and at 11330 a.ne were foroed
to land on the surface in a rough sea,their engine
completely dead, ‘ :
. Two pigeons were aboard, and these were released ai 15
 nidnute intervala., The first pigeon arrived at Dunkirk
with & message stating the whereabouts of the aviators
and thet their ship was sinking. [very available seaw
. planes on the station was sent out ln search; and &le
though some of them flaw as cloas ag 800 £3s from the
wrockege and were saskly dilscernible by the men in the
water,sighty hours had elapsed befor the aviators ware
resoued, Ideut, icat six of his toes from gan-
grene, finally #id 4f4 aying in the hospital. Enalgn
Stone recovered, and until recently wss stationed &%
the U.B8.Maval Air Station, Anacostis, D. C.
¥any instances have occcured where pigeons cperating on
this side of the water have been imsirumental in de~
livering messagea requeating spare paris to be aent
Ailgabled planes, and ene pigeon &t Cape lMay oredited
wis the wesbue of one of cur pilota off ihe Sgpe Jersey
coast last winters . Z(Aviation Jen. 17,1981.)

e Clmung. : | ther
 meaag pianes mere wifhomt By W

g—

0994

FTIOTRER R/ X~
Japan Center for Asian Historical Redords
http:/Awww.jacar.go.ip/



s,ﬂ
e |

 Pigson Useful in Naval Aviation

‘A rooent order issued by the Navy Department requires
that Navy seaplans,while in frighb, ﬁarr$4§lgnon§§ v, '
ahoard,

| Some very interesting statistics have recently been
- eompiled in the Navy Department concerning the part
- played by plgeone in Naval avistion during the world

During the last ten months of the war,U.S.Naval plgs -
=ons deliverad @1V messepges from seaplans.of commwuni
-oation, and oredit muet bo glven the pigeons for )
the saving of both men and machines,
The most thrdlling experdence of our aviators is |
that eredlited to Enalpn E.A.Otone,U.8.N.RF.vho with |
Sub~Lieut.Eric loore ofthe Reyal Naval Alr Force eiumg‘
for U0 hours without feod or drink %o the underside of |
& secplane pontoone The duty of the above officers
wan convoying pateol, end having met thelr ship coming |
from the weatward they sighited & periscope ahead and
started in pursuit. They unfortunsbely lost thely
sourse in a alight fop, and ot 11330 a.me were forsed
to land on the surface in & rough sea,thelr engine
conpletely dead, . S
Ten pigeons wers shoard, and these were releaned &t 15
nidnute intervels, The first pigeon srrived &t Dunkirk
wAth a messege stating the vheresbouts of the aviators
and that thelr ship was sinking. Nvery svalloble pea=
planes on the atatlon was sent oul in sespohi and als
though some of them flew as close as §00 £4,., fron the
weeokage and were ssakly discernible by the wmen in the
water,siohty houra had elapsed bofor the aviatore wepre
resoued. Lieub, MOOre lost siz of his teoes from pgane
grene, finally #fd 4L4 dying in the hospital. Pnsipn
Stone recovered, and unill revently wes stationed ab
the U.B.Waval Aly Statlon, Anacestla, D. G.
Hany Instovices have oocvursd whers plgeons oparating on
thin slde of the water have heen lastrunentsl in  des
Livering nessages roquesting apsre parbks to be gent
dlsabled planss, and one pigeon &t Cape May is oredijed
wie the rescue of one of our pilots off the filfd Jersey
connh lant wintor. F{Aviation Jan, L7,1981,)
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