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REPORT ON THE JAPANESE GRAVEYARDE AND MONUMENTS AT TAMWE : g 0y
'”‘ ‘ v | CEMTRY,RANGOON ’i o all Japanese war-dead though the tombstones and monuments may
.“i, The Tamwe Cemetry is situéted on the northern outskirts 1 i ‘ be of a small number.
| kof Bangoén Town and is not far from the Rangoon Race Course. 1 However, with the idea of perpetuating the monuments,
1: ‘ - )\ . . .
. . . S . it was decided to erect them in brickwork and .accordingly
i In this Cemetry, wh:l.ch ig apout 1 mile square, all the i . {/
E various Communities of Rangoon Town bury their dead. Situated an application was made to one Mr. A.J. Hardy I{C.Adma BoCoe b

!
L
! .

area.

at a distance of about 200 yards from the entrance to the

Cemetry, is the Japanese War GravesS.
300 feet by 75 £t and is well fenced.

shaded by neat rows of rubber tr

small in size,

it covers an area of
The plot is well

ees planted in and around the
The diagram below will show that though the area 1s

it has been well laid out and p'ropexfly maintained.

HQ.y Burma Command for the requisi_te materials. This
application of Major-General Sawamoto was favourably considered,
and the materials being received, the monuments were erected
by the personnel of H.Q. JBAA., Rangoon.

The Tamwe Cemetry is at present supervised by one
U Ba Thaung, appointed by the Rangoon Corporation. He is a

man of quiet disposition, fairly educated and of 47 years of

of a letter to him by Ma jor=General Sawamoto, Co0ey J.B.A.A.,

l(._g&_ o ! age. He was formerly of the Excise Department having worked
‘Z \ \).N G % ' L ko z ke IO ‘:
noe ’ ' ' ; in that Department as Sub-Inspector, and eventually joined ;
E o . Cimacs. o1 * A —o i ; the Rangoon Corporation, to hold the present post. He appears
, _ * % L . "' i f - . . . . . i
i ¢ o I . . — ; i‘ to be sincere and interested in his duties, judging from the j
» : =R ¥ . . . . B
';‘\ . ) o 1 . , [lo ié ;  maintenance of the various sections of the vast Cemetry.
1{ { lo r....._, gt t Further he was known to a good number of Japanese officials
vi ?\ l £ P ' during the occupation of Burma. Below is reproduced a copy t
: !

Qoao\.

TANWE CEME TRY

HQ., Rangoone

; 1)
‘e ' 2 >
g,,w:‘ibwm
==
s ' R

The monuments shown in the diagram are constructed with

1 | J.B.A.A, ADM: HQ. | i
Ahlone, Rangoon i
To, July 1947

M, Ba Thaung,
Caretaker,
Tamwe.

|

|

|

|

[ v

| . Record of Jap-Joint-Tombs.
!

j

{

pricks mortar on all the sides of the compound except on the

southern side.

It is said that this plot was reserved‘for

s 2 DU

2 1 s Pt
purposes of buryng Japanese dead -even hefore. the. wars. .. 2 - R Sir
; v ,

no civilian was ever purpied there. There is an image of the

I am glad to say that all the remaining Japanese

Lord Buddha at one corner under a wooden pandal. The move to -

forces in Burma will be repatriated before long. On this

” g e IR TS

t e memory of the Japanese soldiers ! )
evect the war graves to the & v P ’ l oceasion I should like to reguest you that after their

s

was first initiated by Ma jor-General Ra Sawamoto and his

! repatriation you would always keep our records of ‘the joint

Assistant Major H. Kaetsu of the J.B.AWL, Adm:, HQe, Rangoon.

-

tombs in the Japanese burial grounds. And it will be very

i ! tigation that owing to the )
They realised afber investieatio € much appreciated if you would see that any Japanese Visitor S

i i i o Burma.. the war-graves
units being on operations all over , the war-graves there in future should have a look at them and enter his 1

were scattered in various places. Thus the present compound

name in the visitors book.
( is somewhat of a mass-graveyards or joint tombs, for nearly

. L
2= X k) A
> A BE
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In addition I beg to express my sincere wish that
the friendship between Japan and Burma will bg :cordial
forever through the kindness you have shown us in grecting
the joint-tombs and the care you will kindly take of it
hereafter. '
| Yours very respectfully,

8d./- Maj:Gen: R, Sawamoto
' C.0.8., JT.B.ALA.

To this report is also attached relevant corxjespondence
that were exchanged betw_eren‘Major-General R. Sawamoto and
Mr. A.J. Hardy I/C &f Admin: B.C. in connection with the
erection of the :-joint-tombs'at the Tamwe-Cemetry to the
rx;emory of the Japanese war-dead.

Copy of letter from Major-General R. Sawamoto to HeQ. Burma-
Command (A) : :

Letter No.661 J.B.AJA, ADMIN: HQ,.

Kokine, Rangoon
I4th July, 1947

To,

HQ. Burma Command (A),
Rangoon.

Subjecte~ Application for the Materlals for the Joint=Tombs
of the Japanese Forees.

Sir,

Concerning the dead of Japanese in Burma, 8ince the
beginning of the war, we thoroughly investlgated about the
remains and graveyards and planned to ereét ténibs, but
most of the dead were buried during the operation or while
tile units wére moving. Consequently the burial grounds were
scattered in various places in Burm-a, and it is quite diffi-
cult to build and maintain tombs in those places.

We wish to erect the Joint-Tombs to the memory of the
death of the Japanese forces in Burma, at a Japanese Cemetry
in Rangoon, instead of the scattered tombs in various places.
This we believe, is one of the most important duties of the

HQe J.B.A.A. to carry out, and we should like to erect it

e L A B a2 G e B R R

>
<

<«

T
-~

i

according to the draft and at a place shown in the attached
sheet. As we cannot get necessary materials we herewith beg

to apply for your kind supply of them as under mentioned.

Bricks -
Broken Bricks =
Fine Sand -
Cement -

In the light ofvpast éxperience, a wooden post will be
carried away by Burmese and not be preserved for a long
time, therefore we would like %o make the tombs with bricks.

We beg to ask for your special consideration on supply

of above materigls .

The brick will be made by a J«S.P. Labour Party at.

Mingladon Camp and the tombs will be erected by persomnel

of the HQe J.B.ALA.

Yours Very respectfully,

Maj: Gen:

Maj: H. Kaetsu

" TRUE COPY "

~ ~

=000~

To,
J.B.A.A., HQ

Erection of Joint-Tomb

(1) Sanction is granted for the eérection

as requested.

(2) You may draw the necessary stores on payment from

Royal Engineers resource.

(3) Will you supply all transport and labour required. . for

Sd./"' A.J. Hardy

" TRUE COPY "

-~

2008 pieces'

‘R. Bawamoto

10 cub:metres
5 fn t.l
21 bérrel:;

No.2004%/3/AL

H?. Burma ~Command
C (o] G'P'O’ 'Rangoon
28th April 1947

of Joint-Tomb

k
b
¢

T TR T S e aa

I/C Admin B.Ce
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WAR-GRAVES AT YENANGYAUNG DISTRICT
In the whoie of Yenangyaung District, it has been

verified that there are in all, four places or burial

grounds where the Japanese war-dead have been interred.
They are:=
(1) 3 miles north-east of Yenangyaung, south of .
Yagyipyin Village.
(2) UNorth of Twingone Village, 3 miles south-west
of Yenangyaung.
(3) Wasakiyo, an open field 3 miles north-east of
Yenangyaung.
(%) Near Pinchaung Village, 4 miles north-west of
" Yenangyaung. -
The main reason why these burial places are remote

and quite distant from Yenangyaung is probably due to the

obvious strategical importance of the town;’being'an oil

extrection centre, and likely to attract the attention i

of Bombers of the Allied Forces. '
Of the above war-graves, the ones at the first two

villages are constructed with brickwork tomb-head-stones, ‘

and as a consequence are still in good conditions to-day;

But those at the last two villages, were constructed with

wooden-head-stones which have to-day deteriorateds All

the areas are easily accessible.

: WAR GRAVES AT TIDDIM-TAMU

It is leérnt from a reliable source that although
very flerce actions weré fought out in this area and
there were very high gasuslties on both sides, there is
no monument or tombs to mark or distinguish the area
where the Japanese war-dead were buried. It was also
learnt that there was no monuments from the time of
evacuation of the area to=-date.

=000~
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