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November 20, 1952, ] . ‘ L
: : , ‘ ;; for the education of children, and the frustration of hope
Mr, Katsuo Okazaki . 5
o : o Ty for futura alter the completion of school courses has further
Minister for Forelgn Affairs, ) . » ,
driven them to unrest psychologically. ,
Tokyo. y o ,
o o . o N ..~ As follow countrymen and members of the National Council
L _ . . o “ .o ef buprintendents of Education responsible for giving guidance
- jiﬁ ‘ Petition for the Reunion of the i g -
R A _ - 7 3 'in education, we eannot lsave the children of the islands
) - Amami-Oshima Islands with Japan .
;T%/“\ ' _ g ;in the present condition. Accordiany, we beg to petition
v : '
v ' T R 'you to make every elfort for the realization of reunion of
e Sil‘ X . 5“’ !
' ' .%U the Amami -Oshima Islands with.Japan at the earliest possible
We, the undersigned, are grateful for the special b {

-‘;moment wﬁth due regard to the aetual gituatlon there. in order

consideration glven by the Government and Diet to the l ri g a bright hope to the unhappy children in the islands.

i
question of the reunion with Japan of the Amami-Oshima f _«
§slands which have been separated administratively from '
Lo ?he former since the end of the war. The Suprintendenﬁff

”T?National Council of. Frefectural oA
“Suprintendents of Edu__tion :

s «of'Eduoation of_Kegoshima.Profecture receﬂtly haslbéiquil

v, X inrormation as given in the attached sheets, Accordin'

the report the reconstruction of school buildings ha

gressed to suech an extent -as only half of that in the”
Jhpanese mainland and the physical standard of children

’ _has markedly fallen off due to the difficulty of living,

Moreover. uncertainty and confusion are prevalling amcng f . }

‘gsem because of the loss of" the spritmal pillar esqentlal

- e o foxm
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The Latest Condition of the Amami-Oshima Islands .. -

1. Eéénomic Situation ,

| Mountain land forus héaﬁlﬁ‘éo% of the Oshima Islands and
the arable land im only 20% of. the total area.- The mountalnous
region 1s covered with sapanias and inferioe trees and the
utility of this reglon i1s very'limited. Therefore, the farmers
repwesentinp 757 of 240, 000 irhabitants, are engaged in the
production of muscovado and staplo food on the land fomrinr a
11ttle over 20% of the islands..,As this island area situated
on the course of typhopns,»thefmiéerable living éonditidné of
farmefs on the 551aﬁd'tiliiﬁﬁ:6n‘a small scale are worsened
by damages done by typhoons every year,

In the pre-war days, pongee and mugcovado produced in

the form of household 1ndustfy were mainstays of the economic
life of inhabiténts, but they were ungble to support thémselves
with this inddstry and ha&ktoidepend on the national aﬁd pre-
fectural subsidles forming 74% of the budget of the islands in
order to carry on theiéaminiSthaﬁive sctbivity., The market for
ponges and mucovado was chiefly soughtlin the Japanese mainland

in the pre-war deys, but after the islands was separated from

the mainland adminlstratlvely, ‘the production of the two arflcles

has experwenced a serlous setba ck owihg to great restrlctlon
imposed on trade and the difficulty of obtaining the,materials
for ponpee. In pongee the pre-war production of 310,000 folls

2
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-, amounted to 7,000,000 in number before snd that of dried bonito !
A ‘ i

a yesr fell to 22,000 rolls in 1951, that 1s, less than one-third
of the pre-war amount, while in muscovado the pre- war production
of 51 »000,000 kin decreased sharply to 10,750,000 kin in the

same. year. The production of 1ily bulbs whose exportation

have decreased to one-third of /the pre-war amounts. With the
decline of economy of Oshimas Islands due to the slackness of busgi-
ness of the principal products supporting the living of inﬁabitants
which is fast becoming difficult, the municipal and villaéé
finencial resources have been exﬁausted, but the grants-in-

ald received by the islands from the Government of the Ryukyus

forms only 8-9% of the fund required for administretion of the

lslands. As regards foodstuffs, the inhabitants are short of

120,000 koku 2 year because of insufficiency of the arable land, |
and thus they have to import rice and wheat from the United
States to the amount of 1,000 kg. & month. 1In early post-war !
years, loodstufls were supplied to the inhabitants with the

GARLOA fund, but this forwm of sssistance has been discontlnued {

since the 1950 fiscal year and the number of inhsebitants who '
decline‘the recelpt of rationed rice is increasing for they L
have no money to receive it. This state of affairs exerclsegsg, 2
as will be explained later, serious influence upon the physical [
standard of sthool children. \

After the end of the war, the 6-3 educstional system has

been

———
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been put in practlce in the OShima Islands and in April thls:
year boards of education wera establlshed at municipalifios
and v1llages of the islands. Altnough the pay of t@achers ff
is dofrayed out of the cof“er of the Government of the Ryvkyns,
ﬁhe erppnditure for boards of edueation and that required for

the maLnfenance of achools except teachers! pdy, have to bo

~ —
—

born by municlpalties and villapes and in order to meet. this:
eApOnsture the 1ooal adminigtrative offices levy the education
. tax which is one and a half times as high as the inhabitant tax.
The mayor of Naze city'and headmen of towns and villages
(  are serving concurrently as nwmbers o' the Board of Education
and there are regulations in force for the. punishment of the se
officials in the case of failure to collect the educatlion tax
. fully. The mayor and headmen of towns and villages wno are
» suffering from the exhaustion of re«ources, are compelled to
levy extro~imposts in addltion to 1epal taxes and there are
“] . now 37 kinds of extra~imposts collec?ed there xncludlnp the
' chicken and goat taxes,
2. Tducation

~The numbers of sc:ooWg und vchoml children in the eshima-'

Islands are as follows:

Primary Middle High Total |
School Sohool" School o
, 103 4L ! 152
Number of (Branch: 16) (Brancu 27) {Branch; ;3)
Schools school
School . ' , .
ghilaren 31, 665 15,213 2,969 © . 49,847
Teachers 203 501 151 1,547
» /}’{ “
/ In .
: 0162
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In addition to the abova, there is a branch insti_ utlon

i ,of tuo years' course of the Rvukyu Univeraity.

The greategt problems before the educational circleq
offi' the Oshima Islanﬂs are these-vv‘ 5
(l) The. inadequanteness and unsoundnessof educatlonal faci~ {
tlities and environment and marked decline of the: physlcal
standard of school ohildren due to the flnancial sUring-
:jency. ' } _ R
,(2) The unique psychological econdition of school childfon due
to the unrestness and uneasihess caused by the loga of
the spiritual pillof for education,
(3) The aifficuaity of going to schools of higher grade
snd of finding employment
a. The educational environment and physical standard ot
school children:
. Most of school buildingb have beem destroyed by
fire during the last war and by typhoons which visit the osnima
‘Islands every year but only 57.3% of educational institutions
ecould be “ecOnstructh wilth. erection of thatched buildings
ziand smmilar Lemporary structures, However, nothing has yet
boen doez in respect to the Eehabilitation of educationa{ '
,Pacilities other than buildinga and the per head buildlng
'space in the Oshima Islands 1% 0 38 tsubo against the minimum
qtandard space of 0,7 in. Japan nroper. A2 will be seen from
the above the former space is only one half of the latter

approximataly,

-
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In the iélands the sale of text-books on commission is
not practicablé unlike in Japan proper and in ordering such
books, advance payment is required and change of books or
return of unsold copies is not permissible there. Further-

more, as transportetion expenses are added to the pricgs of

"
P

text-books, the purchase of same would measn a considerable

burden to inhsbitants who are already poverty-striken and

‘ they feel envy at the frees distribution of text-books in
Japan proper.

The effects of shortage of calories due to dire poverty
upon the physical standard of children can be shown clearly
with figﬁres and the children in the islands are 5 mm. shoter

| and 2 kg. lighter than children in Japan proper in the average
height and weight respoctivelj. Judging from the fact that

) persons who decline to receive the rationed rice are in-

creasing it is feared that the tendency of fall of the N

e

physicel standard of children in the Oshima Islands may
become more pronounced gradually,
b. Intelligence and psychology of school children:

Although under the same educational system es that
in Japen proper, teachers give educstion to children according
to relevant laws and regulations similsr to those in the
fatherland, the unrest end confusion caused by the loss of

the spiritual pillar essentisl for education, like in Japan

proper

RA™0621

._&"'

[

proper immediately after the :s end, and the frustration

of the hope for future afterﬁwge dompletion of school

courses exercise great inf1uence on the psychology. of
school children,

When observed from the inté&l;gence quotient, no
differonce can be found botween children of the 0Oshima -
Ialands and those in Japan proper, but the stendard achlove-
ment t@st shows that the attéinmsnts o' the former are
76 2/ 1n mathematics and 56, 97 im the Japanese reader,

“ On the sentiment side c.an’ interest test has revealadl;
that 52% of school children take no interest in any particuiar
things,

Furthermore, as a result of a mental uncertainty test,
the following peculiar nentality has become clear:

Question: M"Have you ever intended to flee from your

_houseo" o
TO this, 24.2% of the questionees replied in
the affirmative.g, |

Qf: "Have you ever fleﬁ from your houses"

16,3% réplied yesg. .. »

Qe "Have you ever thouéht you would rather die

than living in this worlds "

28.2% (128 children)}replied in the affirmative,

L.
0165
7 A
b R K HHBE
Diplomatic Archives of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan
DAL XWEE TFOTERFEC X~

Japan Center for A,ian Historical Records
National Archives of Japan



¢c. The fubture of those who have completed local school
courses:
Destitute inhabitants of the islends which are poor in -
natural resources, went so far a8 to dlspose of their house-
7 hold effects in the past to obtain funds for the education
of thelr children, looking forward to the day when their
children sgecure employment and succeed worldly eventually
; bringing a hope for the improvement of inhebitants’ living,
Now, let us observe the present sltuation in this regard,

Of 3,000 high school students in the islands, about
1,000 leave schools every yeéf'completing their courses of
study. Of the high school graduates, only 20 go.to the
Ryukyu University, other 20 come to Japan proper for further
study at their own expenses and 10 more students come to

the fatherland under contract, thus only a total of 50

N (et

students being able to g0 to schools of higher grade. And
the remaining 950 high school graduates have to live idle
lives in restlessness and angulsh, To leave youths who are
of such ages, at which'thought is easily agltated, in the
sald condition without measures taken to rectify it, is
very dangerous to say nothing about their enviromment and
economic siltuation in the 1slands which may offer a hot-bed
for dangerous thought. It is urgently needed to improve

the

0168
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the existing situation so as to bring a hops to ybuths
there.
In view of the sconcmic and educational situation in
the lsland® as mentioned above, the inhabibants have staged
/7 vigorous movements for the reunion with the fatherland which is,
they believe, the only means to bring about relief to the
bresent situation., Their desire for the relnclusion of their
islands in the Japanese berritory has been'expressed in a
petition with signatures of 984 of inhabitants submitted to
Tthe authoritiss concerned and demonstrated by a fast observed
on a large scale by inhabitants of all ages and both sexeas.
As explieit in Japanese history the Ushima Islands have
Tformed part of the Jaya nese territory from the ancient times
and it can be proved archaeologically, anthropologically and
philologically that the inhabitants belong to the Japanese
race. The cry for the reunlon with Japan based on the close
blood-relation is sproading widely awmong the inhabitants
overcoming difficultics and obstacles. .
Although there are a section of' inhabitants who arpe
making undemocratic movements by cliquing together on the
pretext of reunion with Japan, but the inhabitants as a
whole are able to prevent these movements from spreading
and are making efforts purely for the realization of reunion

with the fatherland.
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In Kagoshima Prefecture, the mmnlcipal, town and

village assemplies as well as the Frefectural Assembly made
decisions several times Tor the bastening of reunion orf

the Amemi-Oshing Islands with Japan out of sympathy fopr the

mlserable position of islanders and have made appeal to

the authorities concerned in this eonnection.

Note: The above is a report on the results of an

inspeetion tour made by the Suprintendent or Educa-

tion of Kagoshima Prefecture between October 14 and
31, 1952.
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‘Copy of the Letter from Jone M, Steeves, lst Seeretar

of Amsriean Ewmbassy in Tokyo to Mr, Mitsuji Nakaj, (ha{r- ' :
) man of A1l Japan Mayors Assoeciatiom. i

i

Dee. 17, 1952,
Dea;' Mr. Nekei
o "I‘he Ambassador has asked me to adknowledge reelept of your
- ,le’cter of Dee, 8 in whieh you ocutline the interest of the éayors
x of Japan in the Politieal, social and ©6ononi¢ problems of the
+ lghabitants of the Ryukyu Isleands, Your concern over the event~
(. ual disposition of these islands 1s readily understandable, and
‘. YOU may rest agsured that this problem is subject of careful and
) eontinuing st udy on the part of the United States. In aid of

elarify or understanding of the Present status of these islands,

" may I point out that they are not territory under trusteeship of
» - the United States, ‘but, rather, are being administered by the
 United States under the Provisions of Artiele 3 of the Treaty of

, Peace with Japan,

Sineerely yours,
LS For the Ambassador,

H
:
i
i
i

v Jone M. Steeves
First se sretary of Embassy

Mr. Mitsuji Nakai, o
Ghairmen of All Japan Mayors Assoeiation :
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