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‘throughout the country, The amphitheater of the JaQ@%‘Sumo»

- making tours of Sumo games  throughout the country, the memorial

September 15th, 1950.

To:  General Headquarters,

Supreme Commander for the Allied Powers,

Tokyo, :

lan "Sumo" Association

Petition for Release of .Tokyo Memorial Hall
(re JPNR - 2837) hiane B

Bﬁ'has been Qne~offour national sports fﬁbm»ﬁiﬁé;-
“Professional Sumo wrestlers are quite pépular
apanese people and there are millions of Sumo fans

Association,. Inc, (known as.the Kokugikan), built on“other. :

_side of, the River Sumida with contributions from many fans,

has a .seating capacity of gbout .15,000. The regular seasons ..

are Junuary and May, each season lasting 1% days, and 'the !
Memorial.Hall: (the amphithearter mentioned ahove) used to .. 1
attmact. 225,000 persons. While, off season, wrestlers were. |

Hall was.used for various shows and entertainments, such as:
summer=-eyening fairs, exhibitions o ﬁ_prysanthemumifigﬁrss

rth, and thus this sp enterwes—-at—the.- same’t:
of “gatherings ¢f Toky T

he Memorial Hall was reguisltioned wrestlers. hav
built a temporary amphitheater either at Hamach
ae, - But such a temporary amphitheater has -
5 one half of the Memorial Hall's seating capa:
2. temporary building has. been considered dangero
nt of view of public.sd and fire-prevention,. .
‘ : bulld and pull down the. .

uffers a big loss (¥1,300,000
“¥4,000,000 for the January 1950 . .

ése circumstéhceé;‘ths Japan. Sumo Associatior
.are. very anxious to. R

: _ ave the Memorial Hall
nd therefore it would shly appreciated, if :
oncerned. at GHG SCA

v : ( ndly give favorable cor
" to the matter,- e o G
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X September 15th, 1950.

To: General Headquarters,
Supreme Commander for the Allied Powers,
Tokyo. '

From: Japan "Sumo" Assoclation

Subject: - Petition for Release of Tokyo Memorial Hall
~ (re JPNR - 2837)

Dear Sirs :-

The "Sumo! has been one of our national sports from time {
immemorial, Professional Sumo wrestlers are guite popular - :
with the Japanese people and there are millions of Sumo fans
throughout the country. The amphitheater of the Japan Sumo
Association, Ine. (known as the Kokugikan), built om other
side of the River Sumida with contributions from many fans, :
has a seating capacity of about 15,000. The regular seasons b
are Junuary and May, each season lasting 15 days, and the 3
Memorial Hall (the amphithearter mentioned aboves used to
attnact 225,000 persons. While, off season, wrestlers were
making tours of Sumo games throughout the country, the memorial
Hall was used for various shows and entertainments, such as
summer-evening fairs, exhibitions of chrysanthemum figures

and so forth, and thus this sport center was at the same time

a center of gatherings of Tokyo~populacey — =" = = ’

Since the Memorial Hall was requisitioned wrestlers have
each season built a temporary amphitheater either at Hamacho
Park or Kuramae. But such a temporary amphitheater has
seated 7,300, one half of the Memorial Hall's seating capasity.
Besides, the temporary building has been considered dangerous
from a point of view of public safety and fire-prevention, and _
as the Japan Sumo Association has to bulld and pull down‘%he ‘
temporary building each season it suffers a big loss (¥1,300,000
for bh§ May 1949 season, and ¥2,000,000 for the January 1950
season).

Under these circumstances, the Japan Sumo Association and
511l Sumo fans are very anxious to have the Memorial Hall
released and therefore it would be highly appreciated if the
sections concerned at GHQ SCAP would kindly ‘give favorable con=
sideration to the matter. :

'

Respectfully yours,

" President, Japan Sumo
' Association. ’
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LIAISON BUREAU

TO ¢ GENERAL HEADQUARTERS, SUPREME COMMANDER FOR THE ALLIED POWERS.
FROM s Ministrybof Fofeigﬁ Affairs.

SUBJECT: Petition for Release of Tokyo Memorial Hall,

FOM No. 2019(L) 3 ‘ ' 2 October 1950

V"‘\ . Transmitted herewith is a petition of the President, Japan Sumo
1 =y Association for the release of the Tokyo Memorial Hall from requisition,

addressed to the General Headquarters, Supreme Gomménder for the Alliéd

!
I
| Powers.
i . .
| FOR THE MINISTER:
| _
L S
( s. Kimura )
Chief, Liaison Bureau,
Ministry of Foreign Affairs.
;
L
Pt ]
T ‘ .
1 Inel 0%

Petition as stated above ) .
in triplicate. i '
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. . , Petition for Release of ?okyv l(moriu mn

a.),; o ' 0-2 (leo.nu .. Lhieon)

' 1/ Reforemces. a. Iir, Jo, Ninistry of Poreign Amm. POM Bes 2019
(L) _shb;jn Potition for Rele;u ;2' Tokyo muﬂfni Ball. 2 Ootober 1950.

aelenaa of Memorisl Bau, g2 June 19h9. .~~-
,"‘ 1 2. Requeet your seotlen direat the JG ﬁm m!m the!Japan Swag
;. ;Anoauwion ‘that the oocupation foross have & dontinmuing requiresent for
'/ Memorisal Hall referred to in reference a. Aecordingly, the relense. thereof
' is not favorsdly considered at this time,

i be ¢/, o-li te -2 (Japanese uaum{). aubjs appncaﬁm for

" %, . The conditions governing the p:rt-ﬂmp tise of Memorial Hall by tbo :
lepan Sumo Associetion cutlined in .referende b rremBins unehnngod. :

1 Inol ' SR :
Ltr, J6, Min of Por Affsirs, | _ |
oM ¥e. 2019 (L), subj as above, ‘ )

2 Oot 50 w/1 inol thereto

;ﬁ.--------—--Q----'m-‘-ﬁ.L.E.-‘..'v.----“-’-‘,,

;. yCertified a True Copy
i vof Signed Original:

Japanese Llalson

Kee f{%fﬁcza/am. . |
C"‘(M} ,‘:@A ;{iem\, A C/){} ' | “ _' "
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