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'"Offlce of the Supreme Commander

sicHOSA'NI,KA, o 13'>' i (Source-‘ The New York Times,
Reference SgrioS'Np. AL

August 18 1950)

L

The text of the MacArthur 1etter, glVlng his reply

to a question whlch Harold Russell, Commander of the Amsz;coh,

Veterans of. World War II, is as follows

"General Headquarters S
“Supreme’ Comrander for,the Allled Powers

[

"Tokyo, Japan. :l 3‘”

"11 August 1950

.

"Dear commander Russell'

"Thank you so much for. your 1nsp1r1ng ‘message . of
the 26th. ‘Nothing is -ever, so heartening as just such

- an express1on of” confldence Prom old comrades-1n~arms
--and there 13 no source - of greater strength.,

s '

: “Only a seer could answar the questlon you pose con—,{“'
'eerning the. Pearming ‘of Japan, for the answer ruly 11es

in theyet unpredictable future. Should the' course of

.- world .events require that- all ‘mankind ‘stand 16 arms in o
!fdefense of human’ 1iberty ‘and .Japan: come w1th1n the - orbit\"
of immedlately threstened attack, then the Japanese, too, -
-should mount the maximum. defens1ve powcr which thelr TB=

‘ sources Wlll penmit. R g

o 1f"P0nding a peace treaty, however, Japan remalns under
g‘the policy control of the ‘Allied “powers among. whom!

there is much more: apprehenslon over the prospect of

. ‘2- N . B ~

i

‘a rearmed and remllltarlzed Japan than that an unprmed
" Japan may fall prey to predatory forcos bent upon free-
dom k] destruetion. .

‘ ) "The same ratlonallzatlon is to be found even among
St o the great masses of the Japanese people themselVes who
it v .fear €ven mors than external attack theé resurgence of
© oo, - .militarism within and tho return: of police suppress1on. C
Gonsequently, grave polltlcal as well ms social nnd-eco-’ e
- nomic .considerations must be faced in the 1light of the
. world 31tuat1on then ‘existing before your questlon may
be’ answered w1th any degree of realism.

N

"The questlon at this time is therefore somewhat .
academ;c. The. great immediate purpose Japan can. serve
in the ‘confusion which overrides all of strife-torn T
' Asia is to stand oub with striking and unruffled calm-
ness and tranqu:.llty &8 the exemplificetion.of peaceful
_ progress under conditions of unalloyed personal froadom.

e "For thoreby 1t will stand aB a symbol of hope: for L
" less fortunate Asian peoples, wielding & profoind moral: )
1nf1uence upon the destlnnyf the . Asian races. L
'"To strengthen Japan ] 1nternal securlty, I have TR
alroady taken measures to create & T5,000-man national-
policé reserve end shall qugment this force further:
-'should the need arise. - The' purpose of this reserye, - as
the mame 1mp11es, is to support with such add:tlonal
power as .is necessary the local pol;de unit in any. 1n—* E
~ternal disorder w;th wh:oh it 1s unable to. cope.ﬂ s T

v

‘"With renewed- thanks for your fine message, I am
"Most’ cordlaily,

S '.’ o “Douglas thArthur

9 % %A

Diplomatic Archives of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan

EX2XEE 57
Japan Center for Aszian Historical Records
National Archives of Japan

FTOTERFHE X~



	0247
	0248



