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“1872.

THE JAPANESE INDEMNITY, ©
' BY HON, B, & NORPHROP,

Tur numerous Inquiries made a8 to the
nature of the Japaness Indemnity, since I;
advocated its repayment before the con-
gresslonal committees on foreign affairs,
indicate 8 goneral desire for information
on this subject,

In 1563 one of. the minor damios, with-
/atﬂ special suthority from the centraj
government, erected batteries in the Straits
of Simonaseki to keep out traders andwH

* all foreign vesscls, An’engagagement oc-

curred between the American steamer
{  Wyoming” and the Japancse batterics
and vessels on July 16th, 1863, off tho town
of Si ki ¢ with considerable damage
to the smoke staclk and rigging of the.
‘ Wyoming,'” The cost of repairs was
estimated by the Navy Department at
$5,000, and of thé emmunition expended
at $5,169, Total, $10,160, In Scptember,
1864, there was a8 combined expedition
against these Japanese by the English,!
French, Dutch, and Americans, As no:

United States man-of-war was then in
Yokohama, our minister chartored the

" steamer “Ta Kiang,” with one Parrott
g, at the rate of $9,500 per month. Dur-’
ing the four days’ hostilities she fired

. eighteen shells, valued at $260. So the
~1otal cxpense to our government was $19~ -

" 920,

Underthe convention of Oct. 224, 1864,
the Japanesc Government assented to the
demand of these four Powers to pay an'

| indemnity of $8,000,000. It was to be

paid in installments of $500,000 cach, and
shared cqually by these Powers. Three

.+ installments, or $1,500,000, have been paid:

| In consequence of certain concessions by'
the Japanese Governmentin the collection

of dutics on sillks and teas, the four
Powers delayed their demand for the re-
maining $1,500,000 till “the revision of
the treaties in 1872, Our share of this
sum is $375,000. The House of Repro-
sentatives last winter unanémously passed s,
bill “*1o release the Government of Japan'

i ﬁom the payment of the balance of the
: Indemmty Fund remaining  unpaid,

! gmounting to $875,000, under tho conven-

o

‘ tion of Oct. 224, 1864.” This bill is now
“ in the Senate, having just been approved
+ by the Benate Committee on Foreign

Affairs, 'The unanimity of this aclion is o
hopeful sign.

+* The Japanese Indemrity Fund, now in

custody of the Secrotary of State, is in-
vested in United States bends; and, accord-
ing o the statement of Hon, Iamilion
Tish, on thel2th day of March, 1872,
amounted to $780,364.98. Adding inter-
ost; to tho: present time, the amount
will.- exceed  $8300,000, In accordance!
with a petition . from the presi-
dents and  professors of our colleges

and other distinguished gentlemen, pre-
" sented to Congress during tle last sessions
bill seemns likely to pass in favor of re-| ]

“clnrgo d’affalres in China, and who, as

: American scholar, who i3 now president

L

(™A% - e

pnylng tbe thncso t'und dirccny to the 1| in this movement, It would give timoly

{ Olinese Government -or for cducatloual'
purposes fo China, Bub both funds are’
entitled to the same consideration, Tho!
Chinese payment, having been mado cight |
years carlier than the Japanese, has heen
imore fully before the public. In hoth
cases this surplus is essentially en over. |
payment, The Chinese Indemnity Fund |
is mow nearly half a million of dollars.
(The exact sum, Darch 18th, 1872, was '
$429,659,14) To uge this mouey for our
sole advantage would be derogatory to
the honor and dignily of our country. .
Such was the genliment of Presidents.
Buchanan and Lincoln, of Sccretarics .
: Cass and Sceward, and Ministers Burlin-
_game, Ward, and Low, and Dr. 8, W+
, Williams, several times United States

. Chinese interpreter, participated in the
" nogotiations of this treaty, His Tmperial
Highness, the Prince Kung, when con-
sulied on this subject, two years ago, snid
that self-respect and national pride would
prevent his doing anything that could be
construed into & request, He was content
to leave it to the Americen Government
to follow its own scnse of justice; but the
return of this indemnity, and its devotion
to the interests of education im China,
““syould be highly honorable to the United
States and advantageous to both coun-
tries, ™ )

Dr, W. A, P. Martin, the distinguished

of the Imperial College in Peking, says:
‘IF this money were returned to them,
they would regard it as an unparalleled
instance of honesty and integrity ; and, if
applied to the support of their national
college, it might continue for ages to im-
press the people of this capital and the
heads of this einpire with thé fact that we
have n national conscience, While the
pecuniary and intellectual benefit would
belong to China, the roral gain would be | ,
with us. The use of that fund for our
own national purposes would belle the
frequent confession that it belongs mor-
ally to the Chinese, and prove to us a dis-
grace, instead of a credit. On the other
land, the endowment with it of two
or three chajrs in the Imperial College
would be a lasting monument to the in-
tegrity and friendship of the American
people.”

The present time is specially opportune
for repaying the Japancse indemnity.
Japan is sending large nunbers of students
heve for a thorough cowrse of study, that
they may carry home the blessings of our
science and civilization, and is row ma-
turing comprebensive educational plans.
But the new schemes meet obstacles.
Conservatives deprecate foreign influence,
and recount the many wrongs already suf-
fered from Xurope and Americs. * They
glorify the past, and denonnce the ills un-
known in the good old days of isolation,
It is not strange that they deem’ the fu-
demnity an extortion, as the total amount
of our pecuniary damage, according to the
official statement of Sacretary Roheson,
March 20th, 1872, was only $19,929. But,
in the face of wmanifold spoliations from
abroad and difficulties at home, & new era
has been opened for Japan, the nobiest in
all her long history. The government is
liberal and progressive, and is wisely con-
sidering plavs which will bless and benefit
the empire through all coming ages.

)
!
{

5d

" 1051597 0} DICGS 10UTLO 84 H5AYAT

‘mopiRn

govd jo Ltp I9T

GejSIopan TOMAWY J1 WIYS I0] PGB SN

7 oq 3t (i Lddegy

*BaggE 187 JO SISO

SIOUI 1942 UOTIRY OU ‘Ujjiiss

70 Ayrmniaoddo o) PUT 94k 2ABT L1063
ypoxd pue yuowemwied € 59wo00q 31 [y

<‘aqex ‘10 Lnp umeld Sy,
'1¥013° B 3o TonLIOTeSz o Ty Apsue o5 Jur
00 T® W IPAON

310SEI00TS pue Lgyzdmss eq) pejmam
0 popasU

MOEE JO 80ty a1 T ‘Serm 20§ 40U suv[d

oxd [NFIOPTOA OT) JO MOIA U] JUSWISSA

sepzd ouj Uy wrdep UR pIOA W JO
‘Topuead (IS o3 pus ‘sprm £pjme0al s59

Mr, Mori and thezyapancsg- LANBRYYIL

Jund Mr. OKki, tho minfster of educatior
Yedo, haye expregsed the deepest fn

OHCOUTAZOM( ont in the innuguration of the
new system of education in Japan. Both.
a8 an ack of. Justice and an expression of
national sympoathy end good-will;: its
moral influence would be of greater value
than the money refunded.. Such an’ep-
propriation of these funds would remove
cxigting prejudice, Increase Andericsn in- |
tercourse, influence, and commerce, and |
introduce Western sclence aud cmhzu—
tion, "

s that proposed to me by Mr., Mori has
not yet come. A plan so comprehensive
must involve difficuities and require a
long preparation. The return of the Em-
bagsy and the completion of thelr report
on the schools of Europe and Anterica are
among the meny necessary preliminaries,

| A statement of iheir new aud grand edu~

cational plans would require o fuﬂ article,”

1 and is hero irrelevant, ... » .
Prof. Julius H. Seeyle, of Amherst CoL s

lege, in his late visit {0 Yedo, had an inter-
view with Mr, Oki, the minister of educa-
tion, and lald hefore him the plan of re-
turning thic Japanese Indemnity Fund, to
be vsed for the purpose of female educa-
tion in Japan. Describing this interview,

Prof. Seelye says, in a letter dated Yoka- |

hama, Sept. Sth: “Mr. Okl was exceed-
ingly pleased with the proposal, and as-
gured ma that it would, if accomplished,

be most welcome here.;,The Japanese arel. .

doing much iu the educutlon of young
men, and are feeling the need of but are
not yet taking many steps toward female
education, If Congress would appropriate
the Indemnity Fund to this purpose, it
would be eminently just and wise. It
would be just, becavse the amount orig-

| inally paid was disproportionately large to
| the offense; and it would be wise, not
i| only as inauguraling o work among this
people which I can see plainly nceds such |,

am impulse just now, but as serving power-

fully for'the iucrense of Awmerican mﬂu' :

ence in Japan.”

Tue late Hon. W, H. Beward, under
whose administration the stlpu]atlon for
the Japancse Indemnity Fund was made,
after visiting that country, and especially
duiing tho last year, became much inter-
ested in the project of devoting this fund

to the education of the daughters of |
Japan. T am assured by his intimate friends |
in Auburn that, were he now living, “ he

would warmly second thig plan.”

My own opinion is that this money |
should be returzed to the Japancse Gov- |.

crnment without condition, especially as
they are now making extraordinary ex-
penditures for general education, and as
Mz, Mori has given me a written assur-
ance, sustained by the Embassy, that every

dollar of it would be devoted to educe- |’

tional purposes. I plan soon to send a

pelition for signatures to the fnculhcs of |

all the colleges and to.all state supexin-
tendents of schocls in the Wnited States,
asking Clongress to malke provision by
which this moncy shall Do 1ctmued
“directly to she Japtneso Government, -
be applied for - educational purpos
amoug the people of Japan, under such
rules ond lmitations ag Congress®may;
think proper to prescribe. This latter al-
tornative will be included In the petition
to meet the objection felt in Washinzton
and eclsewhere “that, having heen re-
ceived under a joint treaty wilh England,
Franece, and Mollund, it cannot properly
be returnel diveetly to the Japanese Gov-
crnment without the concurrence of these
Powers.” The fact-that over $300,000 of
this money remaing unexpended in our
hands may suggest unwoirthy schemes or

The time for mmvrumting auch a work '

P

bogus claims: but deyoted to education,
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To the Senate and House of Representutives of the United States ‘of dmerica in Congress
Assembled ; . : . . . ) ) ; S
The nndersigned would respectfully represent that there is a Iarge sum of money subject to your
disposition and not yet appropristed, derived from Japan, under such eircnmstances, that it would be
unbecoming the character of the United States, as a just and generous people to make use of it for

the ordinary purposes of the government. “While there may be diffienlties in the way of returning it

: divectly to that government, there are strong reasons why a due regard should be had, in its expenditure
L to the intprests of the people of Japan, cxtending to them the means of o better education, and the

benefits o' our higher civilization.

For these aud other obvious reasons, the undersigned would urge upon the attention of Congress
the justice as well as the manifest propriety of malking provision by which this money should be wisely
and cfficiently applied for the purposes of education among the people of Japan, under such rules and

limitations as Congress may think proper to preseribe.

And to that end they respectfully pray that Congress would appropriate this sum to be ex-
pended in such a wanner as by a commission or otherwise they shall be advised, is wmost for the honor of

the United States, and the highest intevest of the people of Japau. i
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t-ourcolleges and otlier distinguished gentlemen, presented to
“"Congress during the last session, a bill seems likely to pass in
favor of repaying the Chinese fund for educational purposes.
‘But both funds are entitled to the same consideration. The
Clinese payment having been made eight years éarlier than the

his surplus is essentially an ovefpayment. The Chincse In-
-demnity Fand is now nearly halt a miliion of dollars, (The
exact sum, Jan. 17, 1870, was $421.000.) * To use this money for
~-our sole advanfage wonld be derogatory to the honor ahd dignity
““of our ‘country. Such was the sentiment of Presidents Bu-
¢ chanan and Lincoln, and of Senators Cass and Seward. The late
“Minister Burlingame long and earnestly advocated the payment
oof the Chinese Indemnity Iund for the endowment of ““an
.. American College ” in China. The Chinese Prince Kung said
this course “would be highly honorable to the United States
and advantageous to both countries.”
The present time is speeially opportune for this movement.
Japan is sending large numbers of students here for a thorougl
= eowse of study, that they may carry home the Dblessings of onr
science and civilization, and is now maturing comprehensive
edncational plans. But the new schiemes meet obstacles.  Con-
servatives deprecate foreign influence and reconnt the mamy
-wrongs already suffercd from Europe and America. ' They glovify
the past and denounce the ills unknown in the good old days of
“isolation. Tt is not strange that they deem the Indemmity an
‘extortion as the total amount of our pecuniary damage, accord-
g to.the official statement of Secretary Robeson, March 20th,”
79, Nras ‘only: $19;929: " But i tlig fate of inanifold spoliations
from abroad and difficulties at honvejia new erahas'been opened”

isliberal and progressive and i3 wisely considering plans which
will bless and benefit the empire through all coming ages.

prejuidice, increase American intercowrse, influengg: and:com-
merce and introduce Western science and civilizationr. - Though
ational Service in Japan proposed to me s indefinitely

apanese has been more fully before the publie.” In both cases -

for Japan—the noblest in allherlong history.© The government .
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postponed, my interest in the progress of that most remsrksble
and progressive people, especially in their present embarrass-

Professor Julius . Seclye of Awherst College in his late
visitat Yedo had an interview with Mr. Oki, the minister of
Education, and lIaid béfbre him the plan of returning the Japanese
Indemuity Fund, to be used for the purpose of female education
inJapan. Describing this interview Prof, Seelye saysin a letter
dated Yokahama, Sept. 5, “Mr, Oki was exceedin gly i)leased with
the proposal, and assured me that it would if accomplished, be
most weleome hiere.  The Japanese are doing much in the ed-~
ducation of young men and are feeling the need of, but are not
yet taking many steps towards female cducation. If Congress
would appropriate the Indemnity fund to this purpose it w:mld
Le eminently just and fwise. It would be Jjust, Decause the
amount originally paid was disproportionately large to the
offence, and it would be wise not only as inangurating a work
among this people, which I ean sce pl[liu]y needs snch an im-
pulse just now, but as serving powerfully for the increase of
American inflncnee in Japan,?

The late Hon. Wm, 1I. Seward, under whose administration
the stipulation for the Japanese Indemnity Ifund was made’
after visiting that country and especially during the last yem"
became much interested in theprojuct%f devoting this fund to.
ﬂ.le'OdllCaLiOll of the daughters of Japan. I am assured by
his intimate friends in Auburn, that were he now living “he
would warmly second this plan.? . cootvign oo b
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Smm JlOUah, Nuw L[A\’L.\ Co\'\ :
December 3, 18(2

I‘he 1ollowmw memoual is. scnb to the Presidents of onr
COHO”G; and to the State Superintenderits of Schools. If:it
‘meots your approval, will you sign it and secure the signature
of the members of your I‘Aculty with the appropriate title of
each, and return as soon as may be to the subscriber. The im-
bortance of this measure must be my apolonj)f for thus ta\nm
ar time.
r. Mori and tlxe J'tpaneseLmbwssy and Mr OkltheMm)ster
“of: Education in Yedo have expr ssed the deepest interest:in
‘this movement. Tt would give mely enconragement in the
m'mgm-atlon of the new system of Education in Japan.” Both -
ascan act of justice. and an expression of national sympathy
id; good will, its. moral.influence rould be of ﬂ'redtcr value
‘than; the auoney ref'und(,d

SOV n

; P ;
ntof the ba]'mce of the Indemmty Fund refiaining s
paid, amountnm‘ to $875,000, under the com’entmn of*: Ootob
. 22 1864 ! il :

i ow in custody: of: h
mta\'v of § mte s, mvested An: Umted ’Stateb bouds and
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