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the preparation of their Ffisheries, In the absence of
any acts of omission or commission justifying confisce-

tion, they should not be arbitrarily deprived of their

property.

Accordingly it is suggested that in respect of the
fishing stations formerly held by them, the concession-
aires in question, be respectively accorded, as an act
of grace, priority for the remaining periods of their
grents, upon precisely the same terms and conditions in
all respects as would be accorded to Japenese subjects,
holding rights of priority.

Such & solution would not only eliminate the objection-
able features of the former Russian concessions and bring
the grents into sccord with the public interests of Japen,
but would be eminently Jjust end -equitable and would de-
prive the concessionaires of any reasonable grounds for
complaint,

In 1900 the British GOvernment appointed & commission
to inguire into the concessions granted by the Government
of the iate South African Republic, After the asrrival
of the Commissioners at Cepe Tovm, the British High Com-

missioner publisned :(September 8,1900) a notice defining

¥rooiriz . gpo

o e S T e P R P s e E \ e

B s R e T T e P C R PN ST oo ATt Ry, b . A—ﬂ

’ -20~

the position ‘of the British GOvernment towards the con-

cessions in question. - He declared "that every conces—

‘f "sion granted by the Govermment of the late South African

< v "Republie will be considered by H?r Majesty'!s Government
"on its merits and Her Majesty'é éovernment reserves the
"pight to decline to recognize or to modify any concess
"sion which may appear upon exsmination," among other
things, "to effect prejudicielly the interests of the

."public;"

In accordence with the terms of thet notice, the com-—
missioners recommended the non-recognition of some concess
sions and the modificetion of others. In some instences

they recognized the principle of compensation,

}» If in the cases under discussion, the Japanese Govern-—

ment think that the claimants in—the—esses—under—diaews—

4’ atent should be eccorded compensation for their corporeal

property, end not the right of pribfity-ih the matter of
their concessions, shewlé-be—gives, it will be of great
adventage in fixing the measure of such compensation, to

: study carefully the suggestions of the South African
Commission on thet subject. (Parliamentary Blue Book.
"éouth Africa,June,1901." p.p.5&8.) L

Foreign O0ffice, Respectfully submitted.

W ) Y e
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The fishing concquions of Semenoff & Denbigh and Kra- incomplete grants, eventual in their nsture. Even if the -

marenko, as they stend, being, for the reasons given concessions were valid in other respects, they would not

'i} above, injurious to public interests and being subject {‘*' be binding so fer as the provisions on the subject of j
to regulations which are no longer in force in the regions priorities are concerned. (Opinions of the U.S.Attorney
>

affected by such concessions, are not binding upon Japan > General,Vol.22.p 549.)
. 2 ale .

in their existing terms and conditions, They should, In conclusion:

therefore, be regarded as null and void or should be so Tt has been seen that the concessions of Semenoff &

nodified as to make them consistent with the interests Denbigh and Kremarenko, ere not binding for two reasons: ’§

Y and the laws and regulations of Japan. Y (a) the concessionaires are not inhabitants of the ceded

Concerning the Fourth point: territory, and (b) the concessions are, in some dmportent

There is no legal obligation resting upon the Japenese respects, opposed to the public interests of Japan. Un-

Government to so modify the concessions in guestion, as der no circumstances, therefore, should those concessions

to meke them workable in view of the new s@ate of things, in their present terms, be continued in force.

) To so modify them would be to create new concessions. ,)\ It has also beén seen that the Japenese Government are

;’ ] In thet matter, therefore, the Japanese Government are ‘*4‘ under no legal obligation to modify those concessions

en absolute dictator. If they consent to introduce mo- S0 as to bring them into hermony with'Japan's public

dificetions, such consent will be, purely and simply, on interests. It moy be pointed out on the other hand, that

act of grace. FRere—re no legel obstaecles stand in the way of such

y As to the £ifth point: A modifieation§ if the Japenese Govermment feel so disposed.

o The provisions in the concessions, granting to the con- ‘t It must be admitted, however, that the concessionaires

cessionaires, the right of priority at the expiration of possess some equitable rights which are deserving of con-

|
their concessions, stend upon the footing of inchoate and sideration. They have, for instance, expended considerali:
able sums of money in the erection of buildings and in
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thaousand fishermen are yearly employed in the business -
a very large proportion being Japanese subjects, The
products of those fisheries are consumed in Japan, Con-
sequently by the cession of southern Saghalien the coast—~
al fisheries in those regions have, in every sense of

the term, become domestic to Jepen, and it is not unrea-
sonable for Japen to wish to assume execlusive control and
regulation of the industry and to place it in the hends
of her peopls. That wish could not be fully realized,
if Russian subjects were still to be employed as manag-
ers of a large proportion of the fishing stations,

The Tinencial clauses of the concessions are no less
objectionable. The Japenese Government are well saotis—
fied that the Southern Saghalien fisheries should, in
Justice and fairness, be made to yield a considerable
revenue to the State. The rent reserved under the Seme-
noff & Denbigh and Kramerenko Concessions does not repre-
sent, in any sense, adequate compensation for the valu-~
able privileges accorded to them, as is shown by the a-
mount actuelly received by the Government for the fishing
rights in the ceded territory for the single season of
1905-6,

It may therefore be fairly assumed that compen—

MT 5 217,12 306
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sation in some form, other than the rent, was paid by the
concessionaires for their concessions, But whatever that
compensatbtion may have been the Jepanese Government have
not shared in it. Nevertheless, it is now claimed that
they should recognize those concessions in the terms in
which they are expressed in the grants, If the Japanese
Government should do so, they would be obliged to abandon
the chief item of revenue from the ceded territory, since

it would be unfair and disecriminatory to demand compensaé%ai
for other fisheries in that region, while those of Seme- §
noff & Denbigh and Kramarenko remain subject only to a ‘
nominal rent,

Again, the concessions in question, provided that the
concessionaires should observe the regulations regerding
marine produets in force on the coasts of Saghelien., The
nature of those regulsations is unknown to the Japanese
Government, but in any case it may be laid dovm as a gene-
rel principle that such regulations being imperisl as dis- g
tinguished frdm muniecipal and heving for their objeet the
regulation of privileges springing from imperial grant,

did not pess to the succesgor in sovereignty of the ceded
territory. (Opinions of the U.S.Attorney General,Vol. ?
23,p 225,) a |
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lien by Japan was purely military. During such military The concessions in question, even if otherwise binding

occupation the concessions remsined just as valid as be- upon the successor in sovereignty of the ceded territory,

Jﬁ ~ fore such occupation. They were merely suspended during could not be continued in force in opposition to the pub-
A

that time and only ceased finally to be valid when the lie interests of such successor. It is especially in

> ) Treaty of Peace took effect, They would undoubtediy have > the direction of public ssafety, poliecy and economy that

revived, if the territory had been restored to Russia or said concessions are seriously objectionable to Japen.

the Treaty of Peace had safe-guarded concessional rights, Thus the stipulation providing for the employment of

independently of the places of residence of the conces- a certain proportion of Russian subjects in the fisheries, .

sioneires. Deposits by the concessioneires of applice-~ while wise and proper so long as the territory remained !

T Y
| tions for preferentiel treatment, would have been tente~ Russian, would, under the changed conditions, be a mensace
mount to an admission thet their concessions were no to Japan and against her poliey. The ceded regions are
longer binding., In any cese in the absence of notice very sparsely populated. At the end of last year there
from the concessionaires respecting their concessions, were, aside from aborigines, only about 350 Russiens in
. the Japenese Authorities were unquestionably fully Justi- _ N Southern Saghalien. It would be a source of natural
- fied, (whether the pre-existing concessions were ultimate- | . anxiety to Japan, if she were obliged - as would be the :
‘5 1y to revive or not,) in granting fishing privileges for vl case i said concessions in their existing terms were re- A,
the séason. cognized as binding - to admit several hundred Russians ?
The grenting of preferential trestment under the Provi- annually into the ceded district. Tt is besides clearly j
sional Regulations, was, in the circumstences of the case, in Japen's interest, &s it, no doubt, is her purpose end
4 an act of grace, pure and simple, from which could spring -:‘ desire, to people the acquired territory with her ovmn
= no right of reclamation. ' subJjects. The fishing industry is at the present time,
As to the third point: the principal activity in Southern Saghalien. Several
MT 521718 - 908 MT ,2,17,12 ¢ 307 %
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liberal construction to the Treaty of 1875, that she now
claims for the compect of 1905, it is not unlikely that
Japanese and not Russian subjects, would have been the
holders of the concessions in question, at the beginning
of the war.

It would nevertheless perhaps be unjust and unwise in
all cases and under all circumstences, to make residency

in the ceded territory a condition gine gqud non to the

recognition of eny concessional rights of Russian sub-
Jects in such territory.

The United States, mnbound by any treaty stipulations
on the subject, and standing, therefore, in the same
position in respect to concessional rights in the Philip-
pine Islands, that Japan occupies vis-a-vis the Semenoff-
Denbigh and Kremerenko grants, drew & clearly distinetion
between qoncessions for the genersl benefit of Spain and
those exelusively for the local benefit of the ceded ter-
ritory. As to the Fformer claess, the United States main-
tained that they had assumed no obligetions, but they
admitted that the obligations in respect of the latter
class passed with‘the ceded territory. (Opinions of the
U.S.Attorney Generai.Vol.22, p 384-7). |
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If this liberal rule were to be adopted in the presént
instance, the two concessions in question, would still
be invalid. In no sense Eén it be said thet those con-
cessions were of local benefit or advantage to Southern
Saghalien, Vhile they might not have been of purely
general benefit to Russia &3 a State, they were,neverthe-
less, of exclusive benefit to persons residing in Russian
Dominions,

Southern Saghelien is.now Japanese territor& and the
fish taken there sre all consumed in Jepan. Consequent—
ly, the maintenence of the two coneessions referred to,
would be nothing more then to permit non-resident foreign-
ers to control and levy tribute on food produced and con-
sumed in Japan,

Regarding the second point:

It is not believed that the feilure of the concession-—
aires to deposit applicetions for preferential treatment,
in pursuance of the Fishing Regulations above referred
to, would have definitively defested the concessions, if
they had otherwise been valid. The Regulations were
provisional and, so far as the question of deposit was
concerned, were executed ﬁhile the occupation of Sagha~

MT 5,217,128 309

J—

"
I3

SRR AR

TR

W23 WIS 7)7!&!“/3—
Japan Center for Asian Historical Records

hiip:/fwrww.jacar.go.jp



-

. Ply to non-residents of the ceded territory or to inhabi-

Shff
S Ten

AE

MEURRES fSe i fuas Fat vardha P £ 00 £ PR s R Al ST

ST £z e e T T Ay e e T P AT T 0 TTTp

and rights of property. Those stipulations did not ap~-
tants who had retired from such territory.

That the distinetion between residents end non-resi-
dents was intentional in Article X of the Treaty of 1905,
is clearly shown by the terms used in other parts of the
same compact, Thus in Artiele II, it is said -

that Russian subjeets in Corea shall be treated
exactly in the same manner as the subjects or»éitizens
of other fareign Powers.

And in Article V, it is provided -

that the proprietory rights of Russian subjects in the
(leased) territory MX-¥-X- shall be perfectly respected.

The Japanese Government'hadlgrounds for serious com-
plaint against Russia.. for the manner in which she car-
ried out the provisions of Article V of the Treaty of 1875
in respect even of Japanese subjects, bona fide inhabi-
tants of Southern Seghalien. There was never any pretence
of extending those provisions to Japanese subjects who
were not actual 1nhab1tants of the ceded territory. On

the contrery non-resident Jepenese were categorically

excluded by the Russian Authorities, from the benefits

MT 5,2,17,12 312
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of those stipulations, ;

Semenoff & Denbigh and Kramarenko were not, as is shown
by their concessions, inhabitants of Southern Saghalien
whoebrefer to remein in the ceded territory:u

That they were not residents of that territory is con-
firmed by their assertions thﬁt, after the occupation of
Saghalien by the Japanese Forces, they endeavored to send
representatives to the occupied regions, in order to
bring the nature of their privileges to the knowledge of
the Japanese Authorities. If they had been inhabitants
of the ceded territory, it would not have been necessary
for them to attempt to send representatives there.

Having in view the fact that the claiments were and are
non-residents of the ceded territory, end considering,
in that commection, the express qualificetion as to re-
sidency, contained in Article X of the Treaty of Pesce,

end considering also the strict interpretation placed by

Russia upon the corresponding clause of the Treaty of

18675, it is abundently clear thqﬁﬁﬂapan rests under no

concessions of Semenoff & Denbigh and Kramarenko. The

thought is permissible thet if Russia had given the same
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the Treaty of Portsmouth,
It is, therefore, necessary for the Jepanese Government
;l to decide whether those concessions are still valid and effec
™ ‘ tive and in deciding that question the following points are
> to be considered:
1st. Whether the concessioneires are enxitle@ consider-~
ing their places of residence, to claim the benefits of
Article X ofvthe Treaty of Portsmouth.
2nd., Whether the failure of the concessionaires to de-
posit applications as provided by Article 4 of the Provi-
sional Fishing Regulations, worked a forfeiture of their
concessions,
3rd., VWhether the concessions are binding in their ori-
ginal terms and conditions.,
4th. Whether the Japanese GOvermment are bound to so modi-
':hif fy the concessions &as to maké them workable in view of the
new condition of things,
5th. Whether in any case.the'grant of the right of pri-
ority still survives.
As to the first point:
Artiele X of the Treaty of Peace was based ppon Article

V of the Treaty of 1875 between Japan end Russia for- the

MT 5,2,17,12 v 314
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exchange of Saghalien and the Kurile Islends. A compari-

son of the texts of the two engagements will show that the

latter served as & model for the formep. Article V of the
Treaty of 1875 reads as follows:
Il est réservé aux hebitants des territoires cédés
de part et dhutré, sujets Russes et Jeponais, de con-
server leur nationalité et de rentrer dans leurs pays
respectifs; mais s'tils préférent rester dens les ter—
ritoires cédbs, ils seront maintenus et protegbs dens
le plein exercise de leur industrie, droit de propribté
et religion, sur le méme pied que les nationaux, & la
condition de se soumettre aux lois et & la juridiection
du pays, suquel aurs passé la possessidn des territoi-
res respectifs,
The foregoing cleuse and Artiele X of the Treaty of
Peace had exelusively in view the rights and interests of
the inhabitents of the ceding State who elected to remain f
in the ceded territory under the new Sovereign, In the »
one case Japanese subjebts, inhebitants of Southern Saghe~
lien, who chose to remain there, and in the other case

Russian subjects, similsrly situated and predisposed,

- were to be protected in the exercise of their induétries

MT 5,2,17,12 313
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came into full force, October 14th, following. Conse-
dquently, Japen undertook to dispose of the fishing privi-
leges in question in virtue of her militery occupetion
of the region, but the actual grants were made by her as
sovereign of the territory.

As military occupant, Jeapen was restrained by the ac-
cepted reguiations respecting the laws and customs of
war on land. (Regulations ennexed to the second Conven-
tion of the Hague of 1899.) As sovereign she was end is
governed.by the terms of the Treaty by which the terri-
tory was ceded to her., (Articles IX & X of the Treaty of
Peace.)

The rights and duties of Japan as militeary occupent of
Southern Saghalien were by the Act of Portsmouth merged
in those of Japan as sovereign. It is consequently
quite unnecessary in the present context to enquire vhe-
ther as suech occupant she would have been warranted in
carrying out the provisions of the Provisional Fishing
Regulsetions. Her action must be Jjudged entirely from
the point of view ol sovereignty and the treaty engoge-

ments bearing upon the subject.

Artiecle IX of tﬁe Treaty of Peace declares—

M? B,2,17.12 316
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The Imperial Russien Government cede to the Imperial

Government of Japan in perpetuity and full sovereigpty,
the southern portion of the Island of Saghelien and
all islesnds adjacent thereto, and all public works
and properties thereon.
And Article X provides -
It is reserved to the Russian subjects, inhebitants

of the territory ceded to Japan, to sell their resal pro{
perty and retire to their country; but if they prefer |
to remein in the ceded territory they will be maintein-
ed and protected in the full exercise of their indus— |
tries and rights of property on condition of submit-
ting to Japenese laws and Jjurisdiction.
Semenoff & Denbigh and Kramerenko, now claim, in view
of the latter of the foregoing stipuletions, that their
fishing concessions above desceribed still hold good end
thet they (the concessionsaires) are entitled to protection
in the full exercise of their rights of property in such
concessions, This claim is supported by the Bussian Go—~
vernment.

The concessions in question, if still valid and effective,

sere ‘“property" entitléd to protection under Article X of

NT 5,2,17,12 i 345 ' |

\
13

S Rt S s 4 £33 s e 3 DS R R
B S T ST~ i

hiip:/fwrww.jacar.go.jp

WALDCWR FoTFRL P/ X—
Japen Center for Asisn Historical Records



i-

T T TR T S R e T SR TR T T T TR T

5—0837

3aX T rim e e e, NI S S e T TR T e e e Y

fer of existing buildings and properties to the new con-

cessionaires in case of the non-renewal of the old grants.
Semenoff & Denbigh were described in their concession

as "merchaents of Vliadivostok", end Kramerenko is called

in his lease "a citizen Astrakhen."

The grants contein other provisions, but for present
purposes, it is not necessary to refer to them.

It is understood that the concessions were valid when

%
made and it may be assumed that they would have continued E
good if the territory affected by them, had remained un- %
der the dominion of Russia. It is believed that the
fisheries in question were duly exploited up to the out-
break of hostilities between Japan and Russia, but there-
after they were not worked by or on behelf of the conces-
i
Saghalien was militerily occupied by Jepan in July, 1905;

sionaires,

and on the 7th August following, the JapaneseVMilitamy
];iAuthorities, in view of the then approaching Tishing sea-
f;spn, issued Provisional Iishing Reguletions for the occu-~
j;pied territory. Those Regulstions provided, among other

things, that the different stations as established by the (u

Russian Authoritiea should be continued and that those

MT 5,217,128 318
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stations should be annually sold by publiec-tender to the

highest bidders. Certein designated persons were, hove

5
ever, accorded preferential treatment in the matter of ;
fishing privileges, and in the list of those thus favored,’}
were inecluded Russian subjects residing on Saghalien, who
viere actually working fishing concessions granted to them
by the Russian Authorities, 4 Applicants for preferential
treatment were required by the Regulations to deposit thei:
applications with the competent military authorities on

or ﬁefore September 5, 1905,

Those Regulations were published, not only, in the Of—

ficlal Gazette, but in all the leading newspapers in Ja-
pan, foreipgn as well as Jeopanese, No applications for
preferential treatment were,however, made by or on behelf
of any Russien concessionaires. On the 25th Octoﬁer,

as provided in the Regulations, the bids were opened and
it was found that nearly Yen 500,000. nad been reslized .
from the sale of the fishing privileges in Southern Sagha—kf

lien for the year. The stations granted by Russia to

Semenoff & Denbigh and Kremarenko, to which reference is |
P

made sbove, were included in the sale. f
The Treaty of Peace was signed September 5, 1905, end ;!
i
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The Fishing Concessions in favor of Messrsi:’

Kromarenko

Semenoff & Denbigh and Mz.

in Southern Saghalien.

The Russian Authorities of Saghalien granted by lease. ‘u
Jffin 1898, to Semenoff & Denbigh, and in 1900 to Kremarenko,
fi;for the period of ten years in each case the exclusive
ggprivilege of in-shore Pishing in certain specified places

along the coasts of Southern Seghalien,

The concessions were in both instances freely grapted.h

That is to say: the concessioneires paid nothing for
their execlusive concessions and were only subject to a
nominal rent charge for the fishing grounds covered by

their lesases, which in the case of Semenoff & Denbigh

emounted to 792. Roubles and in the cese of Kramarenko 372
was 232,70 Roubles per annum,
Tt was provided in the grants, that the grentees shoﬁigff

observe the regulations regarding marine products, for

It was elso provided that for the first five years of

the grants, more than ten per cent., and for the rema

MT 5,2,17,12 320
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of the terms more than 15 per cent. of the persons employ-
ed by the grantees in their fisheries, should be Russian .

subjects, and that all the menagers of the different fi-

shing stations, should be Russian subjects. ?é
The concession to Semenoff & Denbigh prohibited the
transfer of their privilege without the permission of -
the Russian Department of State Domains and the eoncessio. :
aires were required, when they obtained their concession:E
to deposit 2500 Roubles as security. It was provided in
the concession to Kramarenko that the admission of a fo- g

reigner as & partmer in the business, would work a for-

feiture of his concession.

Semenoff & Denbigh were required to ereect, within the

first three yeers of their lease, buidings for the pur- ‘

pose of their business, to the value at least of 100,000,

Roubles, In Kremarenko!s lease it was provided thaet ne

should before Januery 1, 1905, erect buidings necessary
for the accommodation of his fishermen and storage pur-

poses,

The lessees were accorded priority in the matter of new f;

grants at the expiration of their respective lesases, and .}

provision was made in both leases for the sale and trens— /
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. considered as oonrisoa'tod ponding further inv{o‘b_;thigafioﬁ.
’A

l of ooursc, on suoh vaguo assurances and in view of the - vao:l.ilating
. :
polioy of the Saghalien Authorities it was impoasibio for us to take
‘any furthcr sction in the matter or to risk sending olr agehtd once

?_mro to the Island on what would most probably p:foiie another

frnit.loss errand.

It now only remains, befors presenting in detail our olaiis
for losses sustained this smesop amounting so far to some Two

hundred »nd sixty thousand(260,000.) Yen, to han? you certified aopy
: : 1
of our Besd of Ooncession and to requeat you kinélly_' to give us a

“definite ;u_xswo' to etther_d:'tho three rollow;ﬁg" questions, viz:-

1 st Do you 1fxtend to ignore the loth Article of the Tréaty of

Portsmfuth and confiscate our properties without oompensation?

2

‘ 2nd. Will rou indemnify us for our losses this saason, return our
stat}ons ’ and a}lc ow us to ooﬁtiﬂue to work \“hem as heretofore
in aocordancel with the termz; ;)t our ooncessioh?

3rd. Will you purchase our rights upon tazfms to be mutually agreed
~ . 4 :

L betwesn us and thus finally disvose of the whole matter?

In conoclusion we have only to add that should you decide to

MT 5,2,17,12 484

kt

5-0837 -

g et

to adoept'thg therd altarnativé, a3 we hold Power of Attorney from

r
y

T

both Mr Birich and Mr Kramsrenko, we can in due course. hand you
documents relating tc their sconcessions and thus be 'in a position
to settle the whole Saghalien Pishing Question as far as Russian

2 concessionaires are concerned, oncé and for all. P

/
— Assuring you that notwithstanding what has pagég[‘/q»& we are
quite prensred to meet you in every possible way compatible ¥ith

due regard to our interests, and . awaiting your early ro,‘i_)ly,

We haire the honour to be,

Your Excellenoy § fo

Yo obedient Servantés - '_ ]

¥ 521712 ¢ 483 o | o
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your mistakes, and motually anprouched the Foreign Office with this

objesct, we have been unable to comé to any nearer a sottlemeﬁt, ag

we are still without any dirsct answer as to what steps they intena

to take.
In September last year you had praoticb.lly geizedour
. +

proparty by not allowing our agents to land and protect our interess

. . \ .
in March you officially informed us that unless we sold our building

boats, nets eto., to the people to whom you had rented the stations
or removed them bsfore the 10th April, sverything \;rould be oon=
fiscated without compe.nsation. Until we came into possession of a

copy of an agreemsnt sntered into by the men nowv in booupatibn of

our stations, in whioh they bind themselves under heavy penalties
not to pay more than a certain price for anything we might be

compelled to sell, in other words to get our propérl‘iles for whateve

o

they might think fit to pay, whether they were oonfi}sbatagl or not,
q i

we were at a loss to understand why we should only beé allowsed to

sell to the ococupiers of the stations. This agree"ppent at onoe

h

..exposes the situation, as after Mr Kumagai's arrival }if-n. Tokyo

these posople finding it unlikely that .we' should bs fc;rce'q'-to sell,

were under the necessity of making some agresmsnts v*xth ué»_for t';he

Aggj’o‘ of our buildings, boats etc. , or they ran the risk-ﬁof losing

¢

—4

y losing their. fi shing season.

Knowing that the tHings they

réquired'vquld -only deteriorate and seeing that we could not
make use of them ourselves, we were quite will:{_.pg to meet- thier
proposal and entered into an agreemant to put f,pem into

possession 6: .these proverties as oaretakers untilthe end ofvthe

- season npon"ﬁhe understanding that thdy should be at liberty to use

any part of our fishing geu; tha#~ still remained intact. PFor
this privelege'they agreed to pay us aome Twenth Thousand Yen, and
imﬁwdiatoly p;alid ‘the monsy in advanos .,

In ponsequence of this gmméemgnt we .son‘t.‘ our men to
the Isiand to handvover the’;._ti_i._ffe!;:oht it.ams‘..f THis tiioy to a:i,.:-;{?fi
certain ef:tent were allownd to do, buf soon were stopped as the

Saghalien Administration handed them & documant stating that the

properi;/ies had been oonfiscated and belonged to t’he Government, -

~Nothing therefire 'iiéinhined but for our agents to return to Hakodatt'e

with the said official document, when ‘vv}e' sent a further p‘fotegt to
TOoKyO.-. :~#Some thrae weeks after the return of our employees ,.‘Eb_-
Hakoéate, wve werse a_stonishéd by receiving. from g;hp Saghalien

Authorities another offiocial doqument, stating that they haa with-

drawn from thein posit10p and that our proportiqs vere not to pe
. up 5.317.&3 i ARR
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first mseting of the delegates to the Portsmbu‘ﬁﬁ' Peage anfézfenOe'
- not having taken place, so we could neither be '6ﬁeo£éd to know
| that suoch notification had peen issued nor to'recognise it, and
we therefore decline to be in ang way responsible for not“ |
N having magia use of such preference. .
e : i .

It - It was only on receipt of the above mentioned note

- :
from our Minister that the magngmity of the Saghalien Civil .

IR

Authorities in kindly allowing Russian supjeots to. bid for their
own property, was first brought ‘to our notice. ‘We ca‘nno‘t h‘éwc;ver ,
avoid remarkinz that the subsequent aotion of'your Departm:.nt
seems to us to dispel any idea of your having"ﬁad the sl‘l._ghtest
intention of aoting towards us in that 1ibera].’58pirikt for which
the Japdnese Government has gained a world wide rapuf.atign by ,
their prdn';pt asttlement of the onerous questions ariéiﬁg out of
the late war: on the ocontrary, it ra;j;her tends’ to ‘ghew that 'yo.liz
ar; ééloly responsible for our having suffered any l"o\s‘\;s or having
ny olaim t0 make. Firatly, by your not allowing oi\lr a_gents ‘to
};, 1a'nd .on - the Isiand and protect our proncrty, and. seoondly, by ‘
‘._voizr gmti,on ‘in renting them to ‘Jai;;anese subjects aftgr t.he,‘

mt.i,fioation' of the Treaty, contrary to all -pr'é'éédqri:t.' ‘Had there

NP pe7,18 W 488

5-0837 .

-

.\’:‘rn-";,'{‘ .
W,

‘ment respomsible. . B

! . o S s - ' S
there been na clause in the Traaty signed at Portameuth on thé (6th

Séptémber last seouring us the right of oontinuing ou‘i".j in'aua;;;i'fes‘ as

heretofore, .v"our Depargment Wa.é in no way 'gﬁSEifidja. in aiith-éi:; -.8;:&121.!%

or oonfiscating our lands, buiidings and other propexftieé, weli"

knowing them ' to be held on long lease, ' ’ : z . '\
Your action in not allowing our agents access to our’

property immediately after the war, although ‘they were Japanese

subjects duly provided with the necessary passportsland periii"ivﬁ(s_» by -

ti:xe dapanese -Government, authorising them to prboégé: to’ Sa‘ghat‘)."iﬁn i

in order to' take charge or ‘our properties: thé":br\ﬁéﬁ;l"‘mahnér_ in
} B .
wvhich they ‘wére orderedaway without being onde ailoyed to land, and
. 4 .
: . o
your persistent refusal, to give them the sliéhtés‘,ff;i‘bason for such

N

N . AR A -
arbitrary action, has entailed on us the loss of ‘lﬁr\g‘q quantit.’ios

of valuable pr-opert.ies that have eithm' been stolor}\\nr made away
BN C
with, For all which acts, in aooordanoe with oup: s\veral '
. .._P

\

protests, we now hold both Your Department and the :I;a_panege Govern -

IS

_ \\‘
F‘rom first to last you have shewn suoh a vq@&\atingg
‘ ] R ,\ \ :
oolicy that although it has always beon our 'vish't';q",‘mse‘(»ﬁ\)r\\éu!‘-doverm
. aa Y .‘.\ "

mnt in the most amicable manner in an ‘endoa\"rdui!f'to \'r't"e'{ti \}g‘ your

-
L I ST R HETIV-See R s S R TG Ty paerra:
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