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Notice to Masters of British Ships

visiting Keelung and Takao.

As Masters will probably already,ﬁave learned by Wireless,
the Admiralty has assumed the control of all British merchant
shipping throughout the world; and the organisatidn for;~
official wireless messages described in Admiralty Noticé
to Mariners No. 3 is now in foroey

As there is no British Consular Officer at Keelung or
Takao, the working of the ordinary control system is impract-
icable, It is, however, most necessary for me to have
full particulars of all British ships visiting any Formosan
ports Masters should therefore 'mmmdiately upon arrival
at Keelung or Takao send me the foliowing particulars by
posti-

Name of ship.

Name of Master.

Name of local agents

Yet tonnage.
or stevedores,

Date of arrival.
Immediately before departure they should send the following
further particulars:-
Name of ship. Date of departure.

Ngxt pdrt of call. Probable date of arrival at

next port of call.
There may, moreover, be some British Masters who will

not yet have had an opportunity of visiting any British

Consular Officer or Port Authority since the control was
announced. Such & personal visit is urgently necesséry in
order that each Master may be informed of the general working
of the system, the more so as failure to obey Admiralty
instructions may render vessels ineligible for War Risks
Insurance. Any Masters therefore who have not yet made

such a visit, and are not infthe immediate future proceeding

either to a British port, or to a port at which a British
Consul resides, should immediatély seek permission from the
Japanese Water Police to visit me here, giving me previous

notice of their arrival by telegraph or telephone.

BRITISH CONSULATE,
TAMSUI.

August 29th 1939, H. B, M, CONSUL,
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Copy s

BOARD OF TRADE

-

L
&
L
H

30th September, 1939.

i oy Dear Sir,
s -2

I have looked into the case of the $.S., "Ingola"

under contract to carry salt to Japan about which you wrote
to me on 26th September. The position is that this ship
is now on the way to load on behalf of the Brocklebank Line

at Calcutta. The question of her obligations under her

earlier charter is one of law, and I am afraid I cannot

% intervene in the dispute.

% As regards the other six ships included in the list
'E ! which accompanied the formal note from the Embassy to‘the

b Foreign Office, five, the "TYMERICK™, WBAXTERGATE'™, "CELTIC

MONARCH", "LLANGOLLEN" and "PYRRHUS', were able to proceed

to Japan without interference. The sixth, the "HARDINGH%&?QT
i unfortunately had to be requisitioned by the Goverhment:”J?u
» for urgent reasons of State.

Yours sincerely,

i (sgd.) W.B. BROWN

Yasuto Shudo,Esq.
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.lSth Septempber. Informstion by ihe Charierer's Solicitor.

", British ship shall not proceed to ltalian ports within
or outside the Mediterranean, was given by the Admiraliy.....
on the 27th August,1939."

18th September. Information oy the Charterers' Solicitor.

", ,..the embargo on Italian Ports within or outside
the Mediterranean has been lifted and therefore British ships
can proceed to such ports. We confirm our advice that you should
communicate with the Shipping Federation or the Chamber of
Shipping, and obtain official confirmation of the cancellation..™

158h September. The Charterers issued to the Owners' Agents :

", ...We must therefore insist upon your performing
the C/P in respect of the above steamer forthwith',

18th September. They received from the Owners' Agents:

",...does not affect the position in any way, and even
supposing that the Italian ports were available for British :
ships the Owners would rely upon the war clause which specifical-
ly states that the C/P is null and void on the declaration of
war. As a metter of fact the notice regarding the opening of
Italian ports does not apply to Italian Colonial ports but only
to Italian ports in the Mediterranean."

18th September. The Charterers to the Owners' Agents:-

‘1, ...Massua is a free ports for British shipping, and
that the above steamer can proceed to that port...

We do not agree that in the circumstances Owners are
entitled to cancel under the War Clause and if they fail to send
the steamer to Massua we hold them responsible for all
conseguences arising therefrom."

19th September. The Owners' Agents to the Charterers:-

"We must formally repudiaté all responsibility on behalf
of the Owners... .

#¥e do not see what purpose is served by continuing this
correspondence which is degererating with an exchange of asser-
tions unsupported....."

S | 61509 138

Since the above date, the Charterers have negotiated
with the Owners through their Agents Turners & Co. enquiring
whetlier without prejudice they were prepared to make any
suggestion for the amicable settlement of this matter. The
Charterers have subsequently received mnews from Messrs.
Turner to the effect that whilst Owners do not in so many G
words refuse the Charterers' suggestion it is clear they
are not amenapnle to same. : !

In spite of the Charterers' negotiation the Owners'
attitude is unchanged in so far as they feel entitled or
justified in maintaining that the War Clause of the Charter
Party invalidates the contract in view of the simple declara-i
tion of war. It would seem on this basis that legal proceed- |
ing only could elueidate the question. The Charterers §
however much prefer to settle this matter amicably if at i
all possible, and are prepared.to pay a reasonable increase .
in freight based on the increased War Risk premium and the ;
extra cost of bankers.

| S : 51509 135 |
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- The outline of the case
‘ regarding the S.S.
"TNGCLA"

i
"Salt Charter Party dated 19th July,193¢.
Ports:- from Massua to Japan.
Quantity:- Massua Salt 5700/6300 tons.
Freight:- 14/4%, but if two ports discharge 14/7%.
Cancelling date:- on or pefore 18th Septemper, 1939.

Chartererg:— Iwai & Co.Ltd.
7, Laurence Pountney Hill, London, E.C. 4,

Owner:- Steamship "Indura" Co.Ltd.
Messrs. Maclay & Mcintyre Ltd.

Owners' Agents:- Glover Bros. (London) Ltd.

Broker of above contract:- Geoffrey Turner & Co.Ltd.

3 25th August. The charterers received the following letter from
' Owners' Agents:

nSteamer's present position is that she expects to g

complete discharge at Port Sudan on Monday (28th August) after

¢ which she will reguire to ship about 2/300 tens bankers at ’ _

i Port Sudan before proceeding to Massowah where, ordinarily she o
' would arrive aoout 30th August. :

: On the basis of six days for loading at Massowah,
i . the stsamer should arrive at Moji about 10th/11lth October...."

4th September. They received the following letter from Owners' _
Agentsi— ‘ |

", ...that this steamer is prevented from tendering under

this €/P owing to instructions from the Admiralty forbidding 1
! any British ship to enter an Italian port. They regret there-
fore that the C/P is void....."

6th Septempber. From the Charterers to the Owners' Agents.

; "As to Owners claim that the charter Party in regard to the

; above steamer is thereby void, we have to point out that under

' the C/P, the "Ingola" should be ready to load up to the 18th
September and we shall therefore expect her to do so unless o
it can be shown that Admiralty Orders have been issued, and: . = il

moreoyer maintained up to that date, otherwise we camnotl admit .

t C/P’is void _
§ | swos L

e s Bectaeme e o a

e
p—
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Copy.
JAPANESE ENBASSY,
LONDON, V.
26th September,1939.
Sir,

By our note of 1l4th September, addressed to the
Secretary of 3tate for Foreign Affairs, a copy of
which is attached herewith, we made regquest that
the British Government should be good enough to
enable several British vessels to fulfil their
contracts to carry salt from various ports in the
Mediterrznean to Japan, in spite of the unexpected
outobreak of hostilities in Burope.

In this connection, I should like to bring to
your notice the fact that Messrs. Maclay and Macintyre,
Ltd.- the Steamship '"Indura" Co.Ltd: Agents:- Glover

rothers (London) Ltd., - the owners of the s.s.
"Ingola", which was one of tne British vessels
chartered for salt carriage, desire to cancel the
charter contract under the war clause; while the
charterers, lessrs. Iwai & Co.Ltd., - of 7, Laurence
Pountney Mill, E.C. 4. - contend that the war clause
could not be applied to this case on the grounds
that neiﬁher Japanﬂnor Italy is engeged in war and

furthier that Massua in the ltalian colony where the
f’l’-':, ' { ‘ »
-5alt should be loaded, is ranked by the Admiralty

.éS'a‘free port for British shipping. The charterers,

| howeveT§=srewprepared to-pay a reasonable increase.in

Sir wWilliam Brown, K.C.3.,K.C.M.G.,0.B.E.

The Board of Trade.

sp—en i B
iE; )
v =)
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freight based on the increased war risk premium and
the extra cost of bankers as the other party is still
insisting on the cancellation of the contract.

As described in the note mentioned above, the
salt from the Mediterranean ports is a2 vitally
important material for Japanese industries and the
Japanese Government are very anxious to obtained the
salt as inlended under such contracts.

Therefore, I should ve extremely grateful if you
would be so good as to approach the owners of the
vessel in cuestion to persuade them to come to an
amicable settlement of the matter with the other
party. I am sure, if such settlement is possible
through your good offices, the Japanese Government
would De highly appreciative and it would bring
about a good atﬁosphere for the future trade
relationship between the United Kingdom and Japan,
which should prove heipful to both sides particularly
at the present time.

Yours sincerely,
(8gd.) Y. SHUDO®

‘Commercial Counsellor
~-of Japanese Embassy

651508 133
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SALT CARGOES carried or will be carried by BRITISH STEAMERS.

htip

Firms Name of Nationality Shipping Sailing Loaded Remarks.
: steamer Port date quantity
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MITSUI "Baxtergate" British Aden 20/8/39 9400 tons.
| MITSUBISHI "Celtic British Alexandria 11/8/32 8890 tons,
“ Monrch'
m MITSUBISHI -  "Llangollen" British Alexandria 26/8/32 8000 tons.
: NISSHO "byrrhus " British Port Said (now . 1300 tons.
w loading) f
; IWAI ‘ "Ingola" British Massaua 18/9/32 6000 tons. Weiting at :
: Sudan. for

instructions

- ) from Admiralty
. NISSHO nEymrict . British Dgfoouti Sept/ 7200/ |

Cct. 7900 tons

KISSHO :mmwdwbmme: British Port Said 15th 7200/ m
Sept. 8000 tons :

o
.
-
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Copy.

JAPANESE EMBASSY

, - L.ONDON.
s . ’ My Lord, 14th September,1939.

Under instructions from my Government, I have

the honour. to inform Your Lordship that there are, és
detailed in the list attached herewith, several British
vessels which shall carry Salt Cargoes from certain ports
in North Africa to Japan under existing céﬁtracts made with
Japanese firms in London. In view of the fact that most
of those vessels have been specizlly chartered for the
purpose and, in additon, that the salé from North Africa
o4 is & vital necessity for various industries in Jepan, I have

-ﬂé\;; - the honour to request that the British Government would

be good enough to see their way to enable lhese vessels to

fulfil their contracts by continuing their navigation as

far as Japan. It would ve greally appreciated if special

permission to enter an Italian Port for such purpose were

grantéd to the 3.3. "Ingola" mentioned in the kist, and
also if the three vesselgﬂlast mentioned in the list,
namely the $.5. "Ingola'", $5.5. "Tymric" and 3.3. "Harringha
were permitted to engage in the fulfilment of contracts
already enlered into.

1 should be very grateful if you would immediately
approach the competent authorities on this matter.

I have the honour to be, with the highest consideratio

My Lord,
ete.,

o e ST TR YRS A

4 R e S g
‘The Right Honouraple The Viscount Ha

T P i ’n =3 ?@

His Britannic Majesty's Principal.Secretary of State for Foreigﬁ
\ Affairs :

\
‘

O\ | g1503 0 14l
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F-0094,

’, Copy.

g "“*faﬁh' . _ _ , =

TR N%F’«’iss/‘103/23. _ FOREIGN OFFICE, S.W. 1. o
" ¥ - 13th January, 1980. - |

e i ‘Yodr Excellency, :

: — On receipt of your note No.198 of the 14th September I 'Tfﬁ

% ’ ‘at once referred to the competent authorities Your Excellency's:'

é -requests regarding certain British ships‘uﬁder ccﬁtfeci“to,carey

ﬂ ;{cargoes of salt from ports in North Africa to Japan. |

%I ‘2. Although the necessary enquiries were made and actlon ‘

§ taken at the time I have the honour to 1nform Your Excellency for.

§§ ‘i‘ purposes of record tnat of the shlps mentloned 1n your note the j

§ / Baxtergate, Celtlc Monarch, Llangollen, Pyrrhus and Tymrlc'

g’ ‘ completed their voyagess 1in the case of the Ingola however,

;? éf?’ perm13$1on for Brltlsh vessels to proceed to- Itallan ports 1n the

i Red Sea was not granted untll the 30th November.. I~regret-tgat.

%- no ship of the name of Harringham could be traced. R

i! r 4 I have the honour to be, w1th the highest con81derat10n,f

; Your Excellency s obedient Servant,

%a A (For the Secretary of State)

¥ (8gd.) R.G. HOWE

é His uxcellency

i * Mr.Mamoru thgemltsu -

2 etc.y, e pc., e tca
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. Cépy.

No.F. 185/103/23. ) - FOREIGN OFFICE, §.W. 1.

T T o R TR PR

13tk Tanuary,.1940.

'gjﬁLr Your Excellency, . _ ‘; ,
A On receipt of your note No0.198 of the léth‘é@Qtémber

I at once referred to éhe competent authorities'Ybﬁ?T;

Ekcellency's requests regarding certain British ships

% under contract to carry cargoes of salt.from ports in‘

é North Africa to Japan. 3
§~‘" o 2. Although the necessary enquiries were made and g
? | ‘ action taken at the time I have the honour to inf6r§ .

Your Exoelleﬁcy for purposes of record that of thé ships

? mentioned in your note the Baxtergate, Céitic ¥onarech, -

Llangollen, Pyrrhus and Tymric completed their,voyages;

; s in the case of %he-Ingola, however, permission for :‘4

;‘ ¥ ‘British vessels to proceed to Italian ports in the Reﬂ?

L Sea was not grented until the 30th Wovember. I regrét - ._ 5
‘ ¥ that no ship of the name of Herringham could be traced. .
é I have the homour to be, with the highest considera-

% tion, ‘ o

% ‘# Your Excellency's obg&ient Ser§ant,’

; x s

 (For the Secretary of State)—
(Sgd.) R.G. HOWE |
His Ixcellency .

5 ‘ ' Mr. Memoru Shigemitsu
£ ' ete., etc., ete.

E
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;'The Right Honourable Viscount Halifax, etc.

No.541.

JAPANESE EMBASSY,
LONDON, W.

. C s, ,.._\ ..}_5:»: :gm

28th December;”1939. =

My Lord,
Acting under the instructions of my Government,

I have the honour to invite Your Lordship's attention to

the fact that the Nippon Yusen Kalsha, a Japanese steamship

company, has recently reported that the funnel of the

British steamer, s.s. "Sinkiang", which was lying at
anchor in Hongkong, was painted to resemble the ships

of the Nippon Yusen Kaisha, i.e., two red lines on a white
background.

The Japanese Government in their desire to avoid
any untoward incident would request the British Government
to ensure that camouflage does not entail the use of the . ﬁﬁei
markings of any Japanese shipping companies.

I have the honour to be, with the highest

éonsideration,
My Lord,
Your Lordship's obedient and humble servant, {
(For the Ambassador) A
(Sgd.) S. OKAMOTO.

.-F
o
S
©
il

Copy.

FOREIGN OFFICE, SoWel,
16th March, 1940,

Your Excellency,

I have the honour to invite reference to your
note No.341 of the 28th December last in which you informed
me that the British s.s. "Sinkiang" was alleged to ha&e

painted her funnel to resemble the ships of the Nippon Yusen

Kaisha.,

2 In reply, I have the honour to state that funnel

3 ﬁarkings have no legal significance in the Unitea Kingdom and,
so far as I am aware, shipowners are free to adopt, in »
international law, any markings they may wish. The danger

of untoward incidents, to which Your Excellency refers, exists

only because German warships fail to observe the obligation

which rests upon them to‘ascertain the nationality and
character of a merchant ship before attacking it. In
consequence you will realise that His Majesty's Government
cannot admit that British merchant vessels should forego their
legitimate rights in attempting to evade hostile warships,
while at the same time the enemy would be left free to violate
the rules of warfare recognised by international law.

I have the honour to be, with the highest
consideration,

Your Excellency's obedient Servant,

(For the Secretary of State)

(sgd.) CHRISTOPHER STEEL,

His Excellency

kir.Mamoru Shigemitsu,

etc., ete., etc.
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. cargo liners:

" engaged in the deep-sea trades. .

Thi’s imperial flow of troops is still going on and we are planning .

ever increasing numbers for many months to come. That accounts for many &
great passenger liners, but others are now employed as hosplta.l ships, and yet others
are in service ag armed merchant cruisers.
fine ships, with a reserve of speed necessary to enable them %o run.
their services to a’ t:une—ta‘ble ‘and they. are making a- great contribution to the war .
effort. - Perhaps the most typlcal class is that of the handy ocean-going tramp;
“they are .carrying the bulk of the raw materials we need for making munitions and for
feed:mg our people. , .

S Then “there are 'bhe tankers on which we depend for oil supplies, and o:.l ;;glvery
l:.terally the driving force of modern warfare.- Next-come the little coastersin all
their different types, colliers, liners,. tankers and tramps and so on.. . They save a
heavy strain on the railways by carrylng cargoes round the coast and they are
available as a reserve in another way +too. - If :at any time some of our por ;uld
tgmz;rarlly be put out o{ action by the enemy, the coasters will take the. car'go/
o e ocean-going vessels and d:.stribut

shlps could n%t ‘uge. e them. to smaller ports Whlch the ocean—go:.ng

Then there are the cross-channel packets and the local pleasure stea.mers,,
vesgels which have been, and will again be, most valuable to the Services for-the
transport and maintenance of Expeditionary Forces across the narrow seas, ' Finally
enormous numbers of fish:mg vessels are employed on dangerous but vitally 1mportant,
ls\.d.mnialty work, and. the remamnder of them make a very useful contrlbutlon to our food

upplies,

Those are the main classes, but the list is by no means complete. - There are
highly specialised vessels; whale ‘catchers, train ferr:.es, cable ships, and types
developed specially for lodal trades, like the bulk carriers of the Great Lakes of
North America and the river traders of the Far East, And we must not forget the
multiplicity of auxiliary craft which are necessary for the service of our shlps -
the tugs, dredgers and barges which serve their needs in peace and war :m all

'har'bours of the world.

. Our . task at the M:Lnlstry of Sh::.pplng is to prov:r.de the- shlps wanted for ’che
fight:mg services and for our imports of industrial materials and foodstuffs.  For
this purpose we have requisitioned all United Kingdom and Colomal reg:.stered ‘connage
The needs of the services must be met without,
délay. The despatch of expeditionary forces to France and Norway, the mthdra\ga.

of the B.E.F. from France are examples of the military problems which may face us

at any. moment., - Then, we maintain close contact with ‘the Ad.mlralty about convoy
arrangements and other methods. of ensur:_ng their safe’cy in Waters infested with
hostile aireraft, submsrines and mnes. : :

Nearly all our imports are now- bough'b by either the M:.m.stry of Supply or tf
Mlnlstzy of Food. We allot shipping to their needs according to .theéir priority ror
war serv:.ce. Similarly, we find space for export cargoes provided always that this
does not mterfere with the paramount need of getthg in essen‘clal :meorts.

But ‘ships are not our only preoccupation. Port care
bring the ships in as fast as’ they can with full - carfoes and)
all concerned in shipping to make the dangerous work of the R fully effectw‘e.
To this end they must see to it that every ship is unloaded; d turned round as
quickly-as possible. Time saved on each voyage adds up and by the end of a year may
mean one more voyage and one more cargo. .

portant.
Szxthe urgent duty of

Enemy actlon m:n.ght at any +,1me make sudden changes in our port arrangemen’cs'
and we have made plans to meet such emergeneies,. We cannot foresee the extent
of enemy interference with our ports, but the conclusion is clear; we must now geb
in every cargo we can; we must keep our ports as clear of congestlon as we possibly
cang - Orﬂ.y then shall we be in the best Posltlon TO ceocsssveviassssccoerosasscsanso
: /meet
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Besides these, there are the ogean-going .

‘Qur seamen
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mect the storm when it hroaks; a.nd whcn uhe storm does orcak, I know the men in
the ports will r*:Lve us the “utmost that spirit, bBrain and muscle can glve.
N .
- {le now ‘have hetween us the, greatest merchant navy the world has ever seen.
The United Kingdom provides, the largest number of shlps and sea.men, but ’che Deminions
~also have fine fleebts. .
output Canada is building over 100 ships of all kinds, and that “this programme, has
\' ;@,%e very rapid progress. As for seamen, the lascars of India and Halaya form
pout, one-rifth -of the total. nurber of seamen emnloyed in British ships, and there
. are many West Indians and Vest Africans serving in the ,nerohe.nc Navy. The Josses
" they have already suffered in this war are evidence of their continued . clevot:Lon to
duty. Newfoundland has also sent us a most useful con’c:_ngen‘b of L..OO seamen.

Belgium, Norway and Holland: mal*e a very inportant: -
contribution. By invading Scandinav:.a and +the Low Countries,''the enemy has put on
our side several of the finest merchart fleets in the worlde = In addition; we have
scores of ships seized from our enemies and a great quantity of chartered nehtral

fs
tonnage.

Our Buropean allies, Poland,

YThat mives oharao“uer o this. ml,_,hbyfleet is.the men, ‘who serve the shlps. It
is ’volunoary service; . there is no uniform; they are not . trained. flghtmg, men, but
they are exposed to the most violent and inhuman athacks;. and I am sure thap. the
heartfelt gratitude of the whole Frpire goes out to the men who cheerfully rlsk their

qllves in this essential service.

(
i

Never has that gallantry been more v1v1dly revealea than in uhe evacuat:.on of
our troops from the Cohtinent, especially in the epic of Dunkirk. - I believe that
when the history of this war has been written, when children ‘are doing" heu‘ history
lessons in school and 1 earnmg of the war that we are fighting now, one of- ‘the feats
that will stend out most vividly will be the story of that oddly-assorted fleet of

&umzdreasof small ships of all types, manned by their ordinary erews, their -owners
“and every kind of volunteer, vho went out to fetch the lads from the bomb-ridden
beaches of Dunkirk. - It was a military movement which none could foresee, and it
campletely upset the German calculations. It was, MOreover, uyplcally Britishy-
emerrfency came, volunte.rs were called for, they pourea out, and, in conjunction
¢~ gith the Royal Navy, brought .off the finest thing of its k:Lnd in military history.

N TE R

The

To—day we, have 160 000 men in the J«iercha:as Navy, *nany of them from the’ Emp:.re
overseas, and. taken tog,e’cher hey represent an aogolucely unrivalled seafaring:
knowledge. . Ve are also assisted by hundreds of seamen from great seafaring nations
such as Norway and ‘Holland, Collectlvely, it is the greatest merchant: fleet ever
operated under a s:_nr'le‘ dlrectn.on, and lu is- r'01n3; to play a-very big part.in-the
'\efv.aefeat of the enemy‘;‘ \ . oo .

are -destroying and. shall continue
expect damage to-our owns . Bub we
Herchant Navy .and above all to

e shall bomb and ve shall be-bombeds. e
to destroy enemy munition factories, and we must
remain with a supreme adventage, Thanks to our

the men who serve - we shall -draw an cver~1ncrea51ng flow of ‘the munitions ‘of war
from across ‘thé océans Jl uh vhlch
" finish. - :
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Tt is good to know that, in addition: to our own sh:.pbu:.ld:mg 3
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/ BROADCAST TATK BY THD LINISTER OF SHIPPING (mR. ROI\IALD cmss)
m HPTRE Pmemmm AT 2,30, P.u., JULY - 31sm., j 9L 0, -

The Br:.’cn.sh Eapire ha.s always been basegt on sea power and shlpping ; a.nd 'bhis
‘act is brought home. to us with added force now that Great Britain stands alone
4 le‘.urope to defend the cause of freedoms We enjoy the use of the shipping of
our allies, but there are mo contlnental oountries to"Jjoin us in our fight and
all our support cories from overseas. - VWhether it is reinforqements of troops
~r supplies of rew materials to keep our industries going, or finished’ aeroplanes
& " 64 munitions, we must rely on our ships to fetch them. - Nearly all the materials
! ,ssentz.al for our war effort comes from oversess. Ve can no longer fetch” these
© " 'things from Seoandinavia, the Baltlc, the Low Countriés and France,  But we can’
get them fron the Domlmons and Colonles s and from North and South Amemca.

I have not long enough to mention all the ways in Whlch our Enpu'e shipmng
is playing its part in malnta:.mnp; our freedom, But I. should 1ike to tell you
how deeply we in the home count¥y appreciate:the:.great gontributions which L
arrive daily from all the courtries of the Coummortwealth.  If the enemy tl'ﬁ.nk.s
he has only Britain to deal with he is much mistaken, Australlans in.the. -~
lediterranean, Canadians in-England itself, to mention only twop of the Inrger

oontingents, are there to prove to him when the tiue oomes, what he is up against. _

In the air end on the .s¢a: men. from the Dom:Lm.one Thave already dea.lt the enemy
heavy blowsa : . . . .

¢ Ve havé been deeply ‘moved by the r‘enerous offers made by the Domlm.ons of -
¥ omes for children whom we may be able to.remove from vhat I cen almost desor::.be
w3 the field of battle. These offers are proofs of that wonderful open hea.r'bed-
" ness and will to help which have always chardeterised you,, and as soon as we-

can spare 'bhe naval resources the children will “be sen‘c to accept your. hospitali‘hy.

‘ Now 1et me turn dlrectly to the work of the I[erclmnt Na.vy. . of. outstandlng
u’hplre interest are the movements of Dominidn end Golonial troops from and to
all corners of the Empire ~ Cenadian tropps froia Canada:to this country,. to-
Iceland and to the West Indies; Newfoundland men to this country for the Army, :
for the Navy and for 1og—cutmng, - hustralian and New Zealand troops to the. .
xin.ddle East and to Britain; South African troops %o L’ast Africa and o Egypt;

'xllan troops to Bast Africa, Egypt and Britain;. Golc“t Coast e_md. ngenan troops

Mao East Afr:.ca, and Palest:.man e.nd Cypmot troons to mee and Br:.ta:l.n. ;

Moreover, thoops from 'th.s country have moved to Bermuda and Jama:xca, to
Tcelgnd, to St. Helena, to India, to Ceylon, to Singapore, Hong Kong, Egypt,
East Africa, Mauritius, IIalta, Gibraltar, Cyprus, Palestine,  Aden, Gold Coast,.
S;{erra Leone, Nigeria., ihat a list] and besides these, Tra;.m.ng Schools
have been moved to Austraha, South Afr:Lca and Canada.

For these movements s every ‘bype of passenger sh:.p has been used, rangi.ng from
vessels of only 1,500 tons gross up to the largest ship in service, .and in all
these operations, not. one ship has been sunk nor a single llfe lost through enemy
act:n.on. A ma(,m.flcent recordf Long may it las’c. .
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FOREIGN OFFICE,
Circular. ‘ September 9, 1940,

1 Mg
el

' Your Excellency,
I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith a'
copy of the "List of Merchant Vessels commissioned
; for Service with the Royal Navy", and to request

that it may be forwarded to your Government for

Raict.

their information,

g' Additions to this list will be circulated
; i~ every three months.
: I have the honour to be,

with the highest considerationm,

g, Your Excellency's obedient Servant,
. HALIFAX.

~ His Excellency
The Japanese Ambassador,
etc., ete., ete.
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Alarmed by contmued eluswe-

ness of German raiders in’ they
Paclflc, Austraha. and: Canada’
are. assembhng a fleet of armed(”

merchant, cruisers to “track them
down to the death” ~ +.

-'This was'learned by the Exam-
iner in shipping circles here yes-
terday with receipt of private in.
formation  that two huge Ca-

adlan Pacific liners are fitting}
out n Vancouver as armed ‘mer- |

‘chantmen, i
‘The: shlps are the Empress of

Russia and the Empress of Asm.}‘
"Practically sister ships, the two

vessels were built:in 1913, with

-an-‘estimated. speed of ‘17 to-18|:

knots. © The Empress of Russia
is 16,810 :gross-tons, ‘whereas-the
Empress of Asia is 16,909 gross
tons, and each: is 570 feet 10ng.‘
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' Safely through- the Germanlantic. The Empire:Confidence
blockade; two British freighters|was ‘said -to ‘have:remained for
dropped _, anchor yesterday in|three weeks' at Kingston, .Ja-
Los. Angeles Harbor, '~ ... |maica, leading to the belief that

They are the Empire Confi- |she might have been damaged in
dence, the former Dusseldorf” of |the attack. .. - - = .7
the  North German Lloyd:Line,| The Pacific Enterprise, whi¢h
which .was’ captured 'in-the Pa-|has made several successful voy-
¢ific by the British at-the out-|ages. from England, was one of|
preak of the war and placed in the ships saved by the heroic sac-
British service, and the Pacific|rifice of the converted merchant-
Enterprise of the Furness Withey|man ‘Jervis Bay ast--,Nov'erhbeg.
Lines. . Each carries guns ‘and When a Nazi raider attacked the
gun crews. . . - - W0 convoy, the Jervis Bay, hopelessly
Both ships, according to:reli- ‘outclassed, drove.into battle and.}
able ' sources,, were’ in convoysigave her Acga.i"geg" n opportunity
which, weré attacked in-the-At- pe; i ST e
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