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policies of peace, and especially as regards the fundamental principles to
be followed in -the establishment of a durable peace in the Far Tast.
The Japanese Gov_ernnient, believiﬁg that in these circumstances there
remains no room for further co-operation, hereby give notice, in accordance
with the provisions of Article 1, Paragraph 3, of the Covenant, of the

intention of Japan to withdraw from the League of Nations.

O
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s of peace in the Orient, and thus enhance its prestige, .it should -acquire a
complete grasp of the actual conditions in this quarter of the globe and
apply the Coyenant of the League in accordance with these conditions.
They have repeatedly emphasized and insisted upon.the absolute necessity
of taking into consideration the fact that China- is not an organize‘d
State,—that its internal conditions and external relations are-characterized

I by extreme confusion and complexity, and by many abnormal and excep-

»

tio,nal features,—and that, accordingly, the general principles and usages
of International Law which govern the ordinary relations between nations
are found to be considerably modified m theiﬁ operation so far as China
is concerned, resulting in the quite abnormal and unique international

' practices which actually prevail in that country.
However, the- majority of the Merﬁbers of the ILeaguc evinced
in’ the course of its deliberations during the bast seventeen months a
f:éilure either to grasp these realities or else to face them and take
them into proper account. Moreover, it has frequeqtly been made mani-
(- fest in ‘these_ deliberations that there ‘exist serious differences of opinion
between Japan and these Powers conc(‘;rning the application and even the
interpretation of various international engagements and obligations includ-
ing the Covenant of the League and the principles of International Law.
‘As a result, the Report adopted by the Assembly at the special session
of 24 Tebruary last, entirely misapprehending the spirit of dJapan, per-
vaded as it is by no other desire than the maintenance of peace in

" the Orient, contains gross errors both in the ascertainment -of facts

L S 29010-14 08

T
ot .
y
Rl el
C i
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B-0513

. peace in these regions.

. higher value to the vindication of academic theses than to the eradication

profound differences of opinion existing between Japan and the majority

of the League in their interpretation of the Covenant and of other trea-

—_ 8 —

and in the conclusions ‘deduced. In asserting that the action of -the ‘ o
Japanese Army.at the time of the Incident of 18 September and
subsequently did not fall within the just limits of self-defence, the Report

assigned no reasons and came to an arbitrary c(‘)nclus.ion, and in ignoring
alike the state of tension which preceeded, and the various aggravations
which' succeeded, the Incident—for all of which the full responsibility is

incumbent upon China—the Report creates a source of fresh conflict in P

O

the political arena of the Orient. By refusing to acknowledge the

actual circumstances that led to the foundation of Manchoukuo, and’ b"sr
attempting to challenge the position taken Aup by 'Japan in recognizing
the new State, it cuts away the ground for the séabilization of the
Far Fastern situation. Nor can tﬁe terms laid down in its recommenda-
tions—as was fully explained in the Statement issued by this Government

on 25 TFebruary last—ever be of any possible service in securing enduring

o/

The conclusion must be that in seeking a solution of the question
the majority of the Leagué have attached greater importance to uphold-

ing inapplicable formule than to the real task of assuring peace, and i

of the sources of future conflict. TFor these reasons, and because of the

ties, the Japanese Government have been led to realize the existence of

an irreconcilable divergence of views, dividing Japan and the League on

®
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The Japanese Government believe that the national policy “of ‘ |

Japan, -which has for its aim to insure the peace of the Orient and

thereby to contribute to the cause of peace throughout the world, is
; o ' identical in spirit with the mission of the League of Nations, which is

to achieve -international peace and security. It has always been with

- S ,)‘ g ‘ "( - . . . .
, v s = ‘j/ pleasure, therefore, that this country has for thirteen years past, as an - A/
Gl .
original Member of the Leaguc, and a permanent Member of its Council, 0 D
Lo . ' : - extended a full measure of co-operation with her fellow-Members towards -

the attainment of its high purpose. It is indeed a matter of -historical

fact that Japan has continuously participated in- the various activities of

- ~ the League with a zeal not inferior to that exhibited by any other . :

nation. At the same time, it is and has always been-the- conviction of

the Japanese Government that in order to -render possible the mainte-

fance of peace in various regions of the world, it is necessary in -existing

i
o
W

circumstances to allow the operation of the Covenant of the League to ,
. - . ' \;“(J‘ (N\;‘“’i' vary in accordance with the actual conditions prevailing in each‘df those o) 4) x
regions. Only by acting on this just and equitable principle can the g |
League fulfil its mission and increase its influence. ! :

~Acting on this conviction, 't‘he Japanese Government, ever since the %

|

Sino-Japanese dispute was, in September, 1931, submitted to the League,
have, at meetings of the Lecague and on other occasions, continually set
forward a consistent view. This was, that if the League was to settle the

issue fairly and equitably, and to make a real contribution to the promotion
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Japanese Delegation

Lt e - o - e - o . . .nozum.

London Naval Conference.
January 15th, 1936.

My Lord,
1 have the honour hereby to notify Your Lordship that as it has become sufficiently clear at to-day’s session

of the First Committee that the basic principles embodied in our proposal for a comprehensive limitation and
reduction of naval armaments cannot secure general support, our Delegation have now come to the conclusion that
we can no longer .usefully continue our participation in the deliberations of the present Conference,

We .me&P nevertheless, firmly convinced that our proposal is one best calculated to attain an effective
disarmament, and we regret to state that we cannot subscribe, for the reasons we have repeatedly set forth, to
the plans of guantitative limitation submitted by the other Delegations. .

I desire to assure you, on this occasion, that we most sincerely appreciate the cordial manner in which you
have been good enough to conduct the Conference; at the same time, 1 should like to tender our deepest thanks
on behalf of our Delegation, for the hearty co-operation of all the Delegations to this Conference.

I have the honour to be,
My Lord,
Your Lordship’s obedient Servant,

(sgd). OSAMI NAGANO. |

The Right Honourable Viscount Monsell of Evesham, G.B.E.,
First Lord of the Admiralty,
Admiralty, S.W.1.

.

B e e At Tt

B-0513!

Japan Center for Asian Historical Records
hittpe /A www. jacar go.pd

J
¥
A
Y
%
A
2
I
ml




—

- Fnck /7, Hymran

( @44L7 ﬁ/ ?/‘3/ /fA _/M’L% »

—
i st bt g+ s et T ST

, 8_ Y. 2, [
. I %Nﬁﬁ g 1= U
| B9 S0 /=3 Wy

e etk At s 7 b e e Mnn e a1Ed o e

B . i
i
|
- T T T T [
bt
3
——— i3
— — — X
¥
- R
- -
- S —_ ‘
3
L
v

GA-6 ) ) ) ) ) oW H | T*_ H

B-0513

5757 i B e s R

Japan Center for Asian Historical Records
httpe /A www. jacar go.pd



