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. NOTES & COMMENTS.
L KOREA’S NEW. ORDER. -

The value of every reform scheme
obviously depends chicfly on the
o . . spirit_in which it is carried ' out.
. Mr. Hara’s statement about the
new order in Korea and, still.more
o0, the Imperial Rescript are vague
enough in actual details to leave
room for a very large exercise of
that spirit. But there is no rea-
son on that account to “crab” the
promised reforms. We believe tho
Japancso Government is sincerely
desirous of securing peace and con-
tentment in Korea. It would be
wholly unjnst to say that the con-
ditions of life in the Hermit King-
dom have not on the~ whole im-
proved - greatly under Japan’s hand.
The revolution was a blow to ‘Jap-
ancse pride, and we believe that
the Japanese Government has wise-
ly seen the advantage of emollient
methods to undermine further agita.
tion. ‘In this spirit civil . govern-
ment  has  been substituted for
military, the obnoxious ‘gendarmes
are removed, a system of local self-|
% government is promised- . and- tho
design foreshadowed ‘that = Korea
and Japan shall become in all ways
on an cqual footing as parts of the
same Lmpire. 1t rests with- the
Koreans themselves to show” by
their‘actions that these reforms ean
‘be applied with the widest liberality.

: *
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. IMPARTIAL NOT NEUTRAL.

SHANGHAL, AUGUST 23, 1019.

VISCOUNT UCHIDA,

_Jisck of time . prevented us
yesterday from conmunenting on
{the extremely interesting and im-
portant account of the Jupanese
Diplomatic ~ Advisory  Board’s
debate” ‘on  August 14 on the
attitude Japan should iake to-
wards the Consortinm ; but while
the matler should be still fresh
in memory, it must not go un-
noticed. TIf the wise and staies-
‘manlike utterances of Viscount

i
|

| Tapan ot enjoying theoretically)

Uchida deserve the widest atten- .

tion, no less does the narrew-'

minded attitude of his opponents,
who unhappily carried the day.
What Viscount Uchida urged has
jin substance been pressed again
and again by the friends of Jupan.
Hé pointed out that while other
countries were ready to come’ if
fo the Consortium without, claim-
ing any special spheres of inferest,
and even to transfer to the new
group concessions for railway
construction already  obtained,
Japan, so far from having any-
‘thing fo lose, had mueh
taking the same course.  She!
would dispel once and for all the
suspicions that were felt for her
In some quarters abroad, and
would retrieve her position in the
eyes of the Chinese nation. The
speech ought, of course, to be
read in its entirety for proper ap- |
preciation of its admirable nature,
At first the Board sided with
Visconnt Uchida, but on discover-
Ing that, under the scheme of the
Consortium, Japan would not,
theoretically, enjoy any more
privilege than her bartners, they
threw him over, passed what was
v11~tu:§l[y a vote of censure on him
and joined the militarists in de-
manding reservation of Mongolia |
and Manchuria, which, of course,
renders the whole Consortium at
Once nugatory. We spoke of

MT 1.5.3.14

to gain by |

any . more advantgge in China
than other Powers, hecause the
practical advantages which prox-
imity, nationality and language
must_always give her in" China
trado are such as,no other coun-
try can rival.  With these and
the clean slate for which Viseount
Uchida so earnestly pleaded her
profits in the China ﬁeld must
develop out of all propdrtion- to
anything which the purblind’
{greed of the militarists can sécur_e."
In fact their policy'is bound in
the long run to defeat itself. If
Japan would frankly and un-
reservedly join the Consortinm
and, with the same liberality.-of;
vision, restore Kiaochou to:Qhina, ;
the bhenefits she would ¥ %f;'in‘
China, are beyond’ caf?'ﬁ&?ﬂn.-
There is no lack of men’ ii¢JByun
“who take this fn_-r-sigll‘t"éﬁf,:ﬁie\v
besides Viscount Uchida aﬁ}l one |
can but wish them a. riepdyi
triumph over the militarists..” !
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