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not long ago. - This would -connect all
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As;emfﬂl_ng - -Data—Present Project;
. Solves Many Difficulties—Hawail -
I - > v, b - 3!:‘,""

“" important Point, '’
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| QYASHINGTON,
matic and official quarters attention is

‘| belrig directed to the question of a Pa-

cific cable linking this country with
the Philippines and points beyond, and
it is quierstood tuat this Government
qx;d the foreign', Governments which
would be affected by the cable are now
actively considering the subjéct.’’ "
* The officials hefe ate assembling da-
ta and preparing cable maps, With the
expectation that the matter will - be
brought to the early attention of Con-
gress.” In a general way the project is
for a cable of four links, viz.: From
San Francisco to Hawaii, 2,160 miles;!
from Hawaii - to Wake Island, 2,044
miles; from Wake Island to Guam, 1,-
293 miles; from Guam to Manila, 1,350
miles, - hete i
\ Thesa landing points are all within
the control of the United States, ™ our
fiag/having been raised on Wake Island

the American possessions in the Pa-
cific by a line crossing no foreign ter-
ritory. Besides this, the plan permits
of an expansion so as to secure two
outlets to Asia” aund the Far East. ¥
..The first of these would be from Ma-
nila to the Japanese Island of Formo-
sa, from which isiand Japan has built
a line to the Japanese coast and the
mainland of Asia.: The second outlet
wouid be from Hawali south to! Fan-
ning’s Island, at which point the newly
projected British cabie from V.
ver to New Zealand crosses.”
i The foregoing projects would not be
private entérprises, but a Government
undertaking. ; The Government, it is
urged in support of the projects, would
be not only free from the present high
charges and from the supervision of
foreign companies now handling : the
business, but the line being opened to
the public and commercial uses at -a
reasonable rate would afford facilities
for the expanding trade of the Pacific
and thereby yield a considerable re-
turn to the Government. s bggifes
13 Forelgn governments ; which  w
be affected ; by ;. this project—notably
Russia, Japan and Great Britain—are
beginning to show some concern over
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SAND . ISLAND . FOR :
’ " STATION. { -
NERERT .

Commandant BO;lﬂ Talks of W_ork‘Don'e
* At the Midway Isiands for the Pacl-
fic Cable Station. - ;. ..u7 - o

The United States tug Iroquois re-
turned Sunday from her special gurvey
trip to the Midway Isiands.. It' Jacked
only a day of being exactly two months
and a half since she left Honolulu for
her 1160-mile. trip to investigdi®. the
practicability of locating one bf-the sta-
tions of the proposediRhilippine cable
lon the Midway Isiands. *After a most
careful survey, Lieutehant-Commander
Charles F. Pond, who was in charge of
the expedition, will report in favor of
the station being located at Sand Isl-
and, the western and larger of the two
i{slands lying within’; the atoll.. The

amount ' of work ‘ performed,” which
was principally - hydrographic, was
prodigious.  During - the sixty-four
days’ stop of the vessel at the Midway

Islands no less than 16,192 soundings,

making a total of 350 miles of sounding,
line east, were taken. In order to ac-

complish this, - both the tug - and the,

_smaller boats were used, and, as an in-
dication of the thofoughness of the
work, 6532 angles were taken, making
it necessary for the boats to change
their positions no less than 2955 times.

i . While it was work from the day the
boats reached the isiands until within
fifteen minutes before she started for
home, the saiiors had time "~ to hunt
birds and fish, and it was very fortu-
nate for the crew that game was to be
found, as the rations-got very short be-
fore the work had been completed.. A
number of relics were brought back,
but the most interesting of the iot was
a 1200-pound anchor from the wrecked
Wandering Minstrel, from which Cap-
tain Walker of this city was marooned
for fourteen months on Sand Island.
An experience which has served as the
foundation for “The Wreckers,” one of

Robert Louis Stevenson’s most famous
books. w0t i PR
The Midway Islands_are two innum-’
ber, Eastern_and_Sand. They are com-
pletely encireled by a well-defined wall
of coral about twenty miles in extent.’
Although enclosed within this atoll and
within a mile or so of each other, they
are in marked contrast. Eastern Isl-’
and Is covered with vegetation, while
Sand Island consists of naught - but
glaring white sand, with only a trifie
of .growth on the northern and south-
ernmost portions. = - .7 ) o
- The Isla_nds_“mﬂlsca\‘_e%_mmy
Captain_Brooks_of the Gambia, who
took possession of them for_the United |
States. Of thé two, Sand is the larger,
bein about a mile and-a half in length,
from a half to thrég-quartérs of a~mil
in width and about forty-flve feet in
height. The Pacific Maii Steamship
Company established @ coaling station
there some _years later with the inten-
tion of not using Honolulu for such pur-
pose. Commander Pond says thit now
most of the coal left there has been
coked by the weather, and he found
huge chunks of it blown haif a mile
from the originai station. As a matter
of fact, the harbor inside the atoii is
too shaliow to permit vessels Jdrawing
much water to enter. The bottom con-

sists principally of white sand, but it

REEL No. 1-0330

I shonls so frequently that anchorage Is

decldedly risky. The water varies in;
depth from two to seven tathoms.” It
was impossible for the Iroquols to go
nearer, than haif a mile to Sand Island,
but Commander Pond stated that ves-
sels drawing twelve feet could readily.
2o nearer the islands. Off to the north
of Eastern Island is.an extensive la--
goon, but it was not practicable as an
anchorage ground.” - -~ - "%’ st
.- wiwe left Honolulu May 19 last, sald
Captaln Pond this morning. ‘“Our or-:
ders were to make a survey of the isl-|
ands and determine whether It wouid be
practical to establish a cable station
there, and, furthermore, if it was pos-
sible to bring the cable out of the deep
water over the reef to the station. Both
of these are possible, and in my report
I shali recommend that the station be
established on Sand Isiand. The only
way In which the cable can be brought
to the station-1s through Walles harbor,
which Is the only entrance to the atoli,
and les on the western side. ~ Z77:-t+
“On our trip down we experienced
pleasant weather, and used only thirty-
one tons of coal. 1 rigged up an fmpro-
vised square sall out of our déck awn-
ing, and as we had a good breeze It‘
carried us right along. There are two;
bars to the harbor, the inner being the
dangerous one. The harbor has from
four to six fathoms of water, and at
high tide the bar carries about twenty-
four feet of water. We were able to get
within only haif a mile of Sand Island,
and with the exception of a special de-
taii of four men, who were kept ashore
to within half an hour of our departure
studying the tides, everybody fived on
the ship.. The first thing we did when
we reached the harbor was to divide the
day into routine, with breakfast at 6:30
a. m., half an hour for lunch, and sup-
per at 6 o’clock, making the working.
day from ten to twelve - hours. We
worked every day while there, with the
exception of Sundays and the Fourth |
of July, when we went ashore and en-|
joyed & swim. For the first two days
we indulged in reconnoissance work and
then established a base lne of 5202 4-10
feet, running through': Sand Island. :
From this base line the islands and reef |
were surveyed by a system of triangu-
lation for one week, and from then on
we devoted our time to the hydro-
graphic part of the expedition. The
work outside of the atoll was done by
the Iroquols, and lasted twelve days. °

“In these surveys outside of the atoil
we found that there were no outside
dangers to navigation. The water was
generally deep enough to admit a ves-
sel drawing cighteen feet to come with-
in a couple of ship’s length of the coral
reef. We surveyed very carefully in or-
der to trace to the 100-fathom curve. In
some places we found it at a distance
of two milesfrom the atoli, while at
others we had to go out of sight of the
islands to strike desired depth. There
Is only a rise of two feet in the tides,
there are strong variable currents, but
around the atoli, generally .running
northward, but changing in such an er-
ratic way as to make navigation rather
dangerous.

1

- “Inside the atoll the small boat was,
utiiized. All‘of the work was thorough-|

1y done, two officers and a duraghts-
ann being enggged In the field work,
while the - captain - and nnother'
draughtsman kept up the piloting. The
small hoat made 12,904 soundings Inside
the atoil, while the Troquois made 3‘;{88
outside, a total of 16,192, In order to
i make these a8 total of 350 miles of cast-
1ing Hne was used, and the Iroquois
took 1261 positions the small boat 1961:
a total of 2955. In order to take a new
position, at least two angles had to be
5 ound. - .- H
ﬂlf’}.‘lfe reef enclosing the islands stands

in some places on the eastern end five
feet, and is as wide as twenty feet in
places.. We were able to walk along,
most all of this, although it is broken;
'down at " the» southeast : and . other |
isections. - The ~ entrance ' for - vessels
is - but 100 . feet '5; wide,, and . great
care: has: to - be ’ taken . in - going
into . the ~atoll. . During our work
we located no less than 100 sections of
coral and rock inside of the harbor, and
these have, of course, been Indlicated on
our charts, PR LR e T
. “Conslderable change has occurred in
Sand Island since the last survey in
1870, made by the Lackawanna. The
eastern end has washed away some-
what, while the western has eniarged.
As an example of the way In which
. these islands are subject to change and
the rapidity that shoaling occurs, we
placed one of our signals.on a fittie
.sand island In the north of the atoll.
We left it but a short_ time, yet on our
return we discovered that the signal
was fioating in the water, while the isl-
and had shifted toward the east. Be-
fore we went away the island had shift-
ed back to its original position. -. -
“One particular point , upon which
great care had to be taken was the lo-
! eation of an entrance for the cable. An
|ocean cable cannot be carried over a
"gheer precipice or lifted abruptly from
deep water, for it would break of 1is
!own weight, so we had to carefully ex-
amine the reef surrounding the pro-
posed cabie site. The only place which
wlil be feasible is through Welles har-
bor. A cable close to shore Is, of course,
heavily armored, but care has to be
taken that it will not chafe against the
rocks. . I think that the sandy bottom
will prevent any such difficuity. It the
station is established it will require but
a comparatively short time to carry the
cabie out of the deep water to the isl-
and. The deep water route was not sur-
veyed by us. P .
“The climate of the islands is very
healthy and pleasant, slightly cooler
than Honolulu, with frequent rains,
principally during the night. There are
no reptiles or insects there, except flies,
which bothered us considerably. On
Sand Island thegre is nothing, practicaily
nothing but dazzling white sand, with
an occasional dune and a few little
bushes growing on the north and south
ends. A little coarse grass has begun
to grow about these bushes, On our
arrival we found a party of six Jap-
anese on Eastern Island, gathering
feathers, for birds in considerable va-
riety abound on both Islands. This
party had been there about six weeks,
and intended to remain several months
more. They reported that the water
found there was rather salty. By bor-
ing from four to ten feet water can be
secured on both islands, and we found
that the water secured on Sand Island
was superior to that on Eastern, so this

, was one of the principal reasons for my’
. favoring that island as a cable station

site. The water is at first white, as it
contains a quantity of lime, but by fil-
tering and letting it stand It is service-
able for drinking purposes. Our men on
the island drank it during all of their
residence, and they felt no ill effects
from it. e .
“We found plenty of good fishing,
while the great varlety of birds enabled
us to have good food during most of our
stay. Plover and curlew, tern and loon
are among the varieties of bird found
on the islands. The birds are quite
tame. Tt was an easy task to gather
eggs of the loon, for the men would
simply clear a space and the birds|
would come and lay the eggs, and’ wel|
couid return and gather them. The
eggs are a trifle larger than a hen's
egg, and in flaver are very similar to
that of the tame fowl. Toward the last
of our stay, however, provisions ran

naval station at this place..

pretty short, and we were very glad to
fall back on the ordinary sea bird for
food. A peculiar creature on Eastern
Isiand is a wingless bird. It is a small
bird, a little larger than a wren, and
can travel with great rapidity. Zae

“The gamlest fish i3 . the a re,,

which weighs from fifty to 100 pounds.’
Other varietles of fish were found, and&
we got &number of . turtles.: Sharks:
abound in great numbers, and the men
brought home a great many souvenirs
in the shape of teeth and jaws of these:
monsters, r. - o o 27T L
+ “Inside the atoli we raised the anchor
of the Wandering Minstrel,- which was
wrecked there years ago., Captain-
Walker was marooned on Sand Islan@
for fourteen months, and lost a number
of -saliors by starvation and scurvy.
We found their . graves toward - the
north end of the island. Of the wreck,’
I'ail that remains now are a few beams,
her pump and some odds and ends. An~
other wreck seen was that of the Gen-.
eral Siegei, which aiso occurred some:
years ago. B Loept Wt :

“On July 3 the monotony of the work:
was relieved by the appearance of the-
China with mail. For' two days pre-
vious to her arrival we had been bar
bound, and it would have been Impossi--
bie to send a boat.out to her. Fortu-
nately, however, she came after the
weather had subsided. There are very
few days of continuous weather at the-
island, . and navigation is, in conse-
quence, accompanied with much uncer--
tainty. The atoli lies between the
trades and the northwest winds in what
sailors term the ‘horse’ latitudes.” Prop-
erly the islands are 28° 15’ north and
177° 30’ west, the distance being abont
1160 miies from Honolulu.” ~ - °

The officers of the vessel are: Lieu-
tenant-Commander Pond, Lieutenant C.
S. Williams, Ensign George C. Sweet,
Draughtsmen Fred E. Harvey and J.
W. Willis.” Six weeks will be required
to compiete the charts of the survey. .
The vessel will remain attached to the
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May 27th, 1894, in the name of the Hawaiian Government, and the same

qi

* .
R Executive Chamber,

, action was taken in regard to French Frigate Shoals the next year.
Territory of Hawaii, Honolulu, August 29ﬁh, 190¢

In May 1857, the islands of Laysan and Lisiansky were taken pos-

‘ Mr. Miki Saito,

' - ' A . gession of by Capt. John Paty in the name of the Hawaiian Government,
; . His Imperial Majesty' Japanese Consul, Honolulu.

- and a proclamation to that effect was published in the Polynesian,
Sit, The Governor requests me to acknowledge the receipt of your - . .
BN SARE |- Aug. 25th, 1857. ;
. 1ett¢r of August 24th, and to reply by sending you a copy of a letter ' |4 %
~ . b 3 i M%ﬁyay Island was discovered by Capt. N. C. Brooks of the Hawaii-
from Mr. Alexander which bears directly on the subject of your letter. - o -
- . : an Park "Gambia", July 5th, 1851. and surveyed by the U.S.S. "Lackawa-
, Hoping that this will be of use to you, I remain, ’
o : ’ nna" in August 1887.
Very respectfully, |
o ; : Afterwards the P. M. 8. co, had a shed puilt and a quantity of I
Ty, (signed) Alex. G. Hawes, J. . 1
< N ) H ] caal landed there, with the intention of making it a coaling station |
- Private Secretary to the Governor. ' i7f§ *
’ Y, for their iine of steamers. In 1870 the U.5.8. "Saginaw" was wrecked
there while engaged in a surveying expedition. It has recently heen
. R : Honolulu, H. I. Aug. 281h, 1900. :
' ’ : ' surveyed by capt. Pond, U.S.S. nIroquois", for the U. S. Government,
To His Exellency,.Sanford B. Dole, ) _
A T LR 4 e report ‘says with the view of making it a station for the trans-Pacific
Governor of the Territory of Hawaii. . ’
w cable. .
Sir,
: Ocean or Cures Island, the last island in the chain, was taken
1?_\ In regard to the application of the Japanese Consul-General for > -
e ' | possession of by the Hawaiian Government, Sept. 20th, 1886.
. information about the ownership of the islands and reefs lying to the :
: on the 15th, of February 1894, a lease for 25 years of the follow
north-west of this group, which was referred to me, I beg leave to :
ing islands and reefs, viz: Horrell, Ocean, Midway, Pearl and Hermes
report as follows. A g ki

. o : J Reef, and the French Frigate Sgoals, was granted to the North Pacific
The whole chain of islands and reefs ending with Ocean or Cure

Phosphate and Fertilizer Co., ngo far as the Hawaiian Government holds

Island has for many years been considered as forming vpart of this
) the right of possession of said islands".

»  group, both politically and geographically.
W

»

v

. . I remain, Yours respectfully,
Nihoa or Bird Island was well known to the Hawaiians in ancient

: . . (signed) W. D. Alexander.
times, and occasionally visited by their chiefs. In 1885 i%t.was

. ) qE Surveyor.
vigited by the heir apparent, princess Liliokalani, and was then sur- !ig

i
i B
I35 <
i
t

LI
4]

veyed for the Hawaiian Government.

Nlecker Isiand was formally taken possession of hy captain J. A. King,

-
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