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ports ‘of a great triangular race in the
. Pacific,” in which the particlpants are
the American navy, the Japanese navy
und that well-salted Ynnkee nuvigntor,
Cuptam A.-A. ROSEHILL.’

- Which contestant will be the first to
reuch Marcus Island? : What will hap-
pen when all three arrive?' What sov-
ereignty covers the remote Micronesian
speck, with its guano deposit, three theu-
sand miles from Hawaii, two thousand
from the Philippines, a thousand from
Yokchama and about as far from our
historic Guam?

- The legal and internaticnal aspects of
the case are nelther complex nor ob-
scure.’

Captain RosERILL landed on I\Iurcus
in June of 1889, hoisted the United States
fiag and filed his discovery claim in a
bettle, the usual registry of deeds in
such transacticns. Then the enterpris-
ing captain sailed away, leaving no rep-
resentative. Subsequentl . at & date
of which we are'not mformed the island
was occupied by Japanese, and they are
said to be working the guano beds.

The law regulating the relation of the
United States to guano islands, and the
rights of United States’ citizens in the
same, is that of August 18, 1856, forming
the whole of Title 72 of the Revised
Statutes.

The provnsmn as to the extensmn of
American sovereignty to such lslands
is here quoted: - .. " e

“Whenever any citizen of lbn TUnlted States
discovers a deposit of guano on any island, rock
or key, not within the lawful jurisdiction of any
other Government, and takes peaceable possession
thereot, and occupies the same, such island, rock
or key, may, at the discretion of the President, be
Aconsldered as appertaining to the Unlted States,”
™ Further provisions require the dis-
coverer to notify the Department of
State of the fact of discovery, occupation
apd possession, to verify the same by
affidavit, and “ to furnish satisfactory
evidence to the State Department that
such island, rock or key was not, at the
time of the discovery thereof, or of the
taking possession and occupation thereof
by the claimants, in the possession or
occupation of any other Government
or of the citizens of any other Govern-
ment.” This must be done before the
island can be considered as appertaining
to the United States. .

Beyond this, the discoverer and claim-
ant, or ‘his heirs or assigns, must file

1 with the 'l‘reasury Department a bond

in such umount as the President may
require, to charge only a certain speci-
fled price for the guano, and to take the
same from the island and sell it only for
the use of citizens of the United States,
or of persons resident therein. In other

REEL No. 1-0328

words, the proprietor cannot at the same
i time enjoy exclusive rights under the
. protection of this Government and carry
+on a guano trade designed to promote
the fertility of other countries. If he
fails to observe the conditions of his

[

i bond, he forfeits all nght.s s under the
.law.”s How ¢ much™ more ; clearly _ does
he forfeit his title by failure to furmsh
any bond whatever. 7%

:L~ 1 The statement regarding Capt. ROSE-

i HILL is that although he promptly noti-

! fled the State Department of his dis-
| covery and claim in 1880, he has never
' _actually occupied the island or worked
its deposits, and has waited thirteen
years, that is, until last March, before
ﬁling the required ' bond." Meunwhxle
the Japanese took possession. y
' It is reasonably plain that under the
provisions of the law from which we have
quoted the island. could be considered
as appertaining to the “United States,
_under any clrcumstances, cnly in case
the President saw fit, in his dlscretlcn,
80 to consider it. .o

- Now, it is a fact that five years nfter
Capt. ROSEHILL had notified the St{:te
Department of his discovery and claim,
the sovereignty and jurisdiction of the

. United States was not considered to
have attached to Marcus Island, On’
Sept. 16, 1893, the guano islands apper- '
taining to the United States and bonded
.under the act of Aug. 18, 185306, were
rounded up in an official hst furnished
to Assistant Secretary WiIkKE by First
Comptroller BowrER of the Treasury.
The list contained not less than sixty-
six such islands and groups of 1slnnds.
Marcus was not among them.’

As to the question whether ROSEHILL'S
visit to Marcus, and the burying of the
bottle there, constituted an “ occupa-
tion ” of the island such as lawfully to
keep alive his claim for thirteen years
and bar out occupants of any other
nationality, there happens to be a deci-
sion of the Supreme Court of the United
States, defining “ occupation.” This was
inwa case concerning Navassa, another
guano island. The court said:

“ By the law of nations, recognized by all clvm.zed
States, dominlon of new territory may be acquired
by discovery and occupation, as well as by cesslon
and and when or subjects of
one nation, In its name or by 1ts authority, or with
1ts assent, take and hold actucl, continuous and
useful possession (although only for the purpose
of carrying on a particular business, such as catch-
ing and curing fish or working mines) of territory
unoccupled by any other Government or its citi-
zens, the natlon to which they belong may exer-
ctse such jurisdiction and for such perlod as it
sees fit over territory so acquired. This prineiple

. affords ample warrant for (he legisiationof Congress
¢ conc:mlng guano islands.”

Tn view of the plain terms of the law
of 1856 and of this exposition of that law
by our own Supreme Court, we infer
that the despatch of any American war

vessel to Marcus Tsland will indicate a
desire to prevent ROSEHILL froxp get-
ting us into trouble with Japan rather
than a purpose to support the cause of '
that enterprising but at the same time
procrastinating explorer and cImm-mt

This -Government is not so poor in
islands of the seas that it can afford to
strain the law to the injury and offence

{

of Japan, one of our best friends among

of Cuptum RosmuLL s lapsed title.

the nations of the earth, for the sake ;

3 ¥

wh,

,Issned to the praper oflicer of the faw to

"though the affair may have begun with a

Thc Latest Island Controvcrsy.

*© Capt. "Andrew Rosehlll _has a surname

which strongly suggests cemcterlcs nnd
dead men, but he seems to be a Very live
citizen nevertheless. He belicves that he
18 entitled to Marcus Tsland, a guano de-
posltary 800 miies southeast of Yoikohama,
by right of first discovery, and he is mak-,
Ing his way thither as fast as a Yankee
schooner can carrfy him. The need of
haste grows partiy out of the fact that he
has had to walt a good while aiready to
perfect his clalm as discoverer according
to our American code, and therefore must
make up for lost time; but it Is empha*
sized by the conduct of Japan In sending
a man-of-war to the same island, which
she declares one of her peopie to have
discovered originaliy, and which she there-
fore annexed four years ago. \
Our Department of State has warned
the captain not to try caonclusions with
the man-of-war. "This Is wise advice, and
we trust that he wiil have the good sense
to lieed It. In the filrst place, If he should
disobey the order of his own government
he would have no right to fail back upon
it for protection If he got into troublie,
and would only prejudice such action as It
might wish to take In his behalf peace- ]
ably. In the second place, the isiand
would do him no good, though his title to
it should prove ever so ciear, If he had
been sent to Kingdom Come meanwhile
by having his schooner shot to pleces un-
der him. One living and kicking Rosehlii,
we beg to assure him, {s worth two guano
islands, with a parchment deed thrown In.
» Finally, aithough the United States BOV-
ernment might take the ground that he
had vitiated .hls rights by insisting on
taking the law into his own hands against
Its express request, and therefore drop his
case from its diplomatic calendar, a dis-
agreeable friction might yet be stirred up
between ourstlves and the Japanese, for
such Incldents do not blow over with the
ntere decision not to press a matter to its
conclusion. There. s an abundance of
friendiy feeling now which It would be a
‘pity to disturb neediessiy. ‘

A man who sces, In the clvll comm\mlly
where he iives, certain things going on
that infringe his rights can safely put his
‘foot down on one of them and leave It to
the aggressor to carry the question into
the courts. There the main Issue and all
the tributary issues can be patiently
thrashed out, a judgment reached in ac-
cardance with the testimony, and a writ

see the judiclaj mandate exeented. Even

constructive collision and an arrest pro
forma, nobody’s blood s shed, and no-
body's property destroyed, and mno farge
number of persona fre raised to bolnng
polut by It,

i But where the untimely and angry in-
sistence upon an Individual's rights, to
.the extent of violence, brlngs two nations
into a warlike attitude toward each other,
It is imposslble to guess where the thing
will end. There are emergeneles in which
no other course offers Itself. The de-
fense of Martin Koszta against the Aus-
trlan fieet, for instance, was one. But no
such distinctive character Invests} the
present case. If Capt. Rosehill wiil blde
his time and be patient, our government
wiil undoubted[y lay his claim before the
Japanese ° government, which is' not
anmenabie to our courts, but has never yet
shawn Itself unwiiiing to_do what Is fair
toward settiing contrmersles and then
the whole matter can be cleared up wlth-
ont troubie.

For it must be remembered that, al-
though our American claimant fcels very
sure of his ground on its equitable aide,
there may be more to the Japanese ver-

slon than appears on the surface.
_—
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|:Diplomacy, Not * Bloodshed,
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13LAND

. Will Settle the Ownership -
‘ * of the .Islet. "~~~

CAPTAIN ROSEHILL'S TITLE

<

Washington Officials Inclined to
. Sustain the' American Navi-
gator's Claim. . o
—_—
HERALD BUREAU, 1
No. 734 FrrrekNTH STREET, N. W, }
. WasHiNGTON, D. C., Friday. J
- Diplomacy, not bloodshed, will settle the.
ownership of Marcus Island, in the Pacific,
if the Department of State can have its way,
. Officlal Washington Is watching with In-
creasing Interest the race for the Island
between the Japanese war ship and Captain
A A. Rosehill in an American schooner. * Ag
the American navigator and his title to pos-
session may prove very important factors
in settling the nationality of the little strip
of land, officlals here are inciined to sustain
him. . - - o :
. Japan’s memorandum, now on file {n the
State Department, says that country has laid
clalm to the Isiand for twenty-five years;
‘that it 1s within the jurlsdiction of Japan,
and that for a score of years it has been
on ali of the Japanese mnps, So far as

known here, however, the only Information
that any flag was ever planted on the {sland

(I8 contained in the report of Captain Rose-

hill to the Department of State that, In

- 1889, he nailed the Stars and Stripes to a

cocoanut tree and left (n a bottie under the
flag a written claim to the land, which
stated that he had taken possession as pro-
gltd?d for by the statutes of the United
ates. -
All these questlons wiil come up for dis-
cusslon In international negotiations, and it
was sald to-day the question wili undoubted-
iy be satisfactorily settled by arbitration.
T 07C T NO WAR SHIP SENT. . ¢ . .
Paciflc Ocean weather wiil probably enable
the Japanese war ship to reuch the island
before Captain Rosehill’s schooner. In that
case the Americans will be met by the ietter
from Minister Buck, carried by the Japanese
commander, containing Instructions from
the State Department to Captaln Rosehil{
to commit no overt act that might Invoive
this country In Internatlonal complications
and to suspend all operations untll the ques-
tion of possession Is settled in the regular
dliplomatic channels. No Amerlcan war ship
has been ordered to the isiand, and it was
said to-day none would be necessary. ..
The first report of Marcus Island was re-
celved from Captaln Gelett, of the ship
Mornlng Star, who reported In 1864 having
passed the island. HIs report contains ng
statement of having landed, - S
The island was passed in 1874 hy the United
States ship Tuscarora, then In command of
Rear ‘Admiral Belknap, which was making
deep sea soundings of the Pacific Ocean in
the first Amerlean search for a cable route
from America to the Far East. Rear Ad-
mira{ Belknap only reported passing the un-
known isiand. He reported abundant vege-
tatlon, but did not go near enough to observe
any signg of human life. He id, however,
see great clouds of hirds,

. The French shjp Eclaireur i-éportcd' passln}g

Marcus Island_in 1885." The last report re-
celved'at the Hydrographic Office was made
by Captain C.J. Bruguire, of the army trans-
port Grant, who passed the island In 191, but
made no effort to land. This report says a
Village was seen on the'southern end of the
island, and natives ‘were observed in other
parts as the vessel passed. 1,7 %
%¢. . LITTLE KNOWN OF ISLAND. AR
farcus Island,” or' Wecks Island, les in
latitude 24 deg. 14 min. north and longitude
155 deg. .4 min. east. It is aimost in a direct
line between Yokohama and'the centre of
the Marshall group, one thousand milies
southeast from the former and fifteen hun-
dred miies northwest from the centre of the
Marshalls, It s only a mife and a half long,
running north and south, and two-thirds of a
miies broad; - At its highest point it {s sixty
feet above the level of the.sea and thickly-
covered with vegetation, including some taif
trees. The water alf about is very deep, ex-
eept that a reef extends about haif a inile
‘eastward, while at the western end there is
@ short sand shoal. ~* "= . . . cyerqurie .-
Little Is known of Cagtzuﬁ Rosehill - in
Washington, except that he has been a nav-
igator of the Paclfic for many years. The
records of the State Department show that
he filed his bond of $50,000, as required by

law, less than thrée months ago, or thir-|

teen years after his claim to dlscovery was
announced. In the meantime the Japanese
had gone to the island and established a vil-
lage. ;... TR &
Caplain Gelett, of the Morning Star,
- =" Discoverer of Marcus Island.
 HoNoLuru, Hawall, July 1, 1302.—7o Cap-
tain Gelett, of the missfonary brig Morning
Star, belongs the credit ot dlscovering Mar-
cus Island. His attentlon was atiructed in
December, 1864, by a surprising number of
land birds, and on December 17%9. made out
Marcus Island, about three miles distant.
The place was densely covered with trees
and - shrubbery. Breakers were seen all
around the Isiand. There was a reef on the
northern coast, but as there did not appear
to ‘be a safe anchorage, Captain Géjett did-
not explore the {siand. = - . LTSRS Ny
Captain Rosehill was (n command of a
iittle trading schooner, which boasted a crew
of four men {n additlon to, the master. The
party had been trading In the South Seas,
and as their trlp had not—been specially
profitable Captain Rosehil] decided t,
Marcus Island. It was ‘n June that Rose-
hill stepped upon the isiand. - He foiund a
ravine running through the middle bf the
island, flanked by two plateaus. There were
quantities of cocoanut trees in the ravine
and numerous trees and other verdure on the
plateaus. - .- St L e e
The captain had an idea that it might preve
profitable as a cocoanut island, but he had
not been there more than a couple of hours
when he realized that -its wealth was In
suano. The ravine was caked with guano and
phosphates of a very high character, and
Captaln Rosehill thinks there must then
have been at feast 150,000 tons of the stuff in
the ravine, - .. e .
Captain Rosehill says he found evidence of |
the place having been Inhablted by man. e
madpe a flagstaff of a piece of scantling and
fastened an Amerlcan flag to it. He lashed '
thls enslgn to the top of the tallest cocoanut '
tree on the beach. and In a fork of the same
tree piaced a bottle, In which was a notice,
slgned by Captain Rosehiil and his crew, an-
nouncing his selzure of Marcus as a guano
island, under act of Congress. - . e
. The crew constructed a smaii hut, planted
garden seed, and turned pigs and chicken:
loose on the isiand. Captain Rosehiff jeft
one of his crew and a native wife on the
Island, after providing them with provisons
to last a year. It was the Intention of Rose-
hii{ to return to the Isiand for his repre-
sentatlves, hut clrcumstances prevented this -
belng done, and the coupie were finaily taken
off by a passing vessel, B .

Captain Plerce Knowa Nothing About
. Captaln Roschill’s Claim, . *.° | !
8SaN. FRANCISCO, | Cal,” Friday.--Captain

Plerce, marine superintendent of the trans-

port service, said to-day that he had passed

Marcus Island several times, hut never visit-

ed’ the piace. He sald he knew nothing

abont the alieged rights of Captain Rosehili
to the island. If Captain Rosehill hdd useq
his name in any way {t had been

sanction. ;. o - A S
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A ' z) A Instructions reccived from Japasnese
. Governmeat, on the 15th July, 1902 and presented to :
Statutes, and in that case, you can point out that 3
: . . . the Honorable the Secretary of State by the 3
] e there was neither discovery. possession nor occupa- > <
3 . . . ) Jepanese HMinister the next day. &
. ’ tion of the island on the part of Captain Roschill, ‘ i
¥ A
f end that the island is within the jurisdiction of |\ 8
{ +
W Jepan end is occupied by her subjects. v
- ) tarcus Island which is situvated at 24 degrees i
Jdapansse Government are sending man-of-war o
. 14 minates north latitude and 154 dezrees enst longi- i
to Yarcus Islend purely as a mecsure of precaution &
" N . . cqs tude wes included in the group of Ogasawaras Jima (known ;
vo prevent any disturbonce or acts of hostility on ) .
L. X X R . as Bonin Islands) under the neame of Minami Tori Shime 3
the part of inhabitants uwon errival of Captain ' o
E . . : (South Birds Island) and plsced under jurisdiction of g
‘L Rosehill. Xr. Ishii, Secretery of the Foreign Of- 3
: . 3 s ." - s 3 )
i . . . the local Government of Tokio in 19893, Public notifi- )
S fice wno is on the man-of-war tekes at the request :
i oo L L cation was issued to that effect on the 24th July of ;
! of the United States Hinister to Japan a letter g
i . . . . the same year and the island was leased to a Japanese :
g from him to Captain Rosehill which he prepared un- ’ *
k . . N . subject named iidzutani who had bheen enseged in catch- : K
i der instructions from his Government to advise the *
z, . . . . ing birds and figh in the island since secveral years o
¢ Captain not to snzaze in any conflict and to await .
i A . . - “ ago. Some forty or fifty Japanese including women and .
i * diclomatic correswondence betwveen Japan and the V- ‘ !
3 .
» L chilcren arc now settlec there.
-.of nited States, “
Under these circumstances, you will call atten-
: tion of the United States Government to these facts
5 and if the authorization to occupy the island had been
¥
} Y Y actually given, you should request the United States i
' v :
i * * Government to teke prompt measure to revoke it in order :
P
)y “¥  to avoid unnccessary complicetion betwecn the two Gov-
ernnents,
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Instructions /received by Japanese Minister

from the Minister ﬁgf Foreign Affairs and submitted to
Hon. David J. Hill. Acting Secretary of State on

the 24th July. 1902. ,

L b 5 e

Regarding Marcug Island, I am able to give you :
the following additionai information which you are au- .
thorized to use in such'ﬁay a2s you may deem best: - P
For the last 23 years at least, Japahese fish- p

ing and hunting vessels in the prosecution of their

business have repeatedly visited larcus Island and on Vi
all such visits, they Tound the island entirely unoccu-
pied and uninhabited. In 1893, a permanent colony of

Japenese Goverament(?) consisting of about 20 persons !

was established on the island and ever since then the

islsnd has been in the complete, continuous, exclusive.

undisputed and peaceful occupation of Japan, and as
reported in ny previous telesram, the island so occu-
pied was in 1898 brousht Tor the administrative pur-
poses uinder jurisdiction of' the local Government of
Toklo, Japanegse Government hope the United States Gov-

erament would egree with them that the facts of the

case conclusively establish the validity of our title,
It is assumed, Coptain Rosehill's proceedings

arc talken under title 72 of the United Stetes Revised

"REEL No. 1-0328
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Capt. Rosehill* Inslructed Io Rmse

and Defend the Flag, -

Meditates an Attack Under Cover of Dark<

ness Should the Jannnese Deny th
’ Peaceful Possession, or an Unnnnednnah
in theE ent that a Wnrshlp Is Enconm

tered’ There—Clalmnnt'n Title to Island
. Sald to Be on Record in Washlngton. .

' Honoluly,” Aug. ‘2, via San Francisco,
Aug. 8.—According to the Honolulu men
who are interested In the Marcus Island
suano expedition, agalnst which Japan
has.sent a war _vessel, as reported by ‘the
last advices recelved from the States, the
vessel which left here for the fsland car-
ried.a complement of Mauser rifies, and
her "captain had instructions from the
company to piant the American flag on
the Island and keep it ﬂonthng unul com-
pelled to haul it down. Capt. A. A. Rose-
Wi}, the discoverer of the istand, who left
his claim to it on a, cocoanut tree on Mar-
cus TIstand In 1589, s In-command of the
expedition. The company’s claim is based
on this title, which is on record ,at the
State Department In \Vashmﬂlon. R

No intimation that the vessel lettihere
with any arms on board was.gliven out
until the news was received that Japan’
had laid claim to the Island, and had dls<
patched a war vessel there. - Col. Thomas
Fitch then made public the Instructions
given to Capt. Rosehill, which, whiie de-
signed to prevent any confilet, were in-
tended to compel the Japanese to aliow
the Amerloans to l:md or use force to
drive them away.

.
*Orders Given Capt Rosehill,

. Capt) Rosehill's Instructions from the '
campany are to inform the Japanese on
Marcus Island ‘that his expedition’ 1§ "a
peaceful one, for the purpose of :making

. a sclentlfic Investigation of the’value -of
- the guano deposit -of the island-and-at=~

tempt to make a peaceful landing. . L
In the event that the Japanese stlll re-
fuse to allow him to land Rosehiil Is to
tall away out of sight of the island and
return under cover of darkness, land an
armed force, and ralse the American flag
and keep 1t up untll it is torn down by a
superlor force. At the same time the
captain was told to avold a coﬁmct in
every way possible. R 2
- In the event of his encoumerlng a Japa-
nese war vessel the commander of the ex-"
pedition was to present his credentials a3
the distoverer of the island and the agent
of the Marcus Island Guano Company
and to state that the object of his expe-
ditlon was to make a sclentifie examina-
tlon’ of the istand for the company,® .

...... -Question.- of Ownership. .

If the Island was found to be of vnlue.’
the matter- of ownershlp was to be re-'
ferred¢ to the United States and Japaneee
goternments. If the officers of the war
vessel ‘stiil refused to allow a landing,
Capt. Rosehlll was Instructed to start
ashore with an unarmed force In a boat
flying the American flag and attempt a
landing and carry out the purposes of the
expedition uniess physicaily restrained.

It is thought tho schooner commanded

by Roseldli, the Juila E. Whalen, has ar-
rived there by this time and that the
Japanese war vessél wis there first. The
Whalen has on hoard a_crew of nine and
a cook, with Taxidermist W. A.-Bryan,
ot the Bishop Museum, Howolulu,- and -7.
FF Sedgwick, of the United: States "agri-
cultural station,” Who wént fo “mdKe an
examinatlon of the guano deposits. Ac-
cording to Fitch, there are Mausers and
ammunition for ail on board the schooner,

-
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Must Not Enéroach on Our
Island Possessions. -
;S anc Lossess

ol Ty g
EXPLANATION MAY BE ASKED

. s . :

Japanese Found Inhabiting Wake Isl-.‘

~ and—Navy Department Ordegs Warsliip
to Investigate Status of Affairs—Sov-

. ereignty Over American Island in the
Pacific W‘ill Be Maintained. ' .

o - . ‘ .
The United States has determined to

take action to prevent encroachment by
Japan upon Islands of the Paclfic belong-
ing to the United States. While not dis-
posed to contest the clalms of the Mika-
do’s_governméiit'fo Maréus Island, Japan:
W not be permitted-TG exterid its juris-
diction over iIslands which are the prop-
erty of the United States. :~
The policy the administration has de-
clded to pursue {3 based upon a report re-
ceived by the War Department from the
master of the transport Buford, which
was transmitted to Rear Admiral R. B.
Bradford, chief of the Bureau of Equip-
ment, who has charge of all matters relat-
ing to naval and cable stations. The mas-:
ter of the Buford reported that when ap- |
proaching Wake Island, midway between ‘
!

Hawaill and Guam, on June 23 last, he

und it Inhabited by a party of eight
Japanese. This. e considered decidedly
surprising, in view of the fact that the
Island Is American territory. The Jap-
anese explained that they had been left
on the Island by a Yokohama schooner
-and that they were engaged In fishing.
The navy offidlals suggested that this
statement was Intended to deceive, and
that the mén were really pearl hunters. -

Jap§ in Possession. i

Rear Admiral Dradford Immediately in-
vited the attention of Acting Secretary
of the Navy Darling to the communication
from the master of the Buford, and HMe
suggested that In view of the activity of
the empire of Japan In taking possession
of Islands In the Pacific, it would seem to
be advisable for the United States to take
action for the protection of Its Interests.
Rear Admiral Bradfora stated that in 1899,
when the Nero was making a survey of
the Paclfic for a trans-Pacific cabie, she
discovered the_Midway Islands inhabited
hy a party of Japanese. These Islands
have never belonged to any other country
than the United States. They will be the

site of a station for the projected Paclfic
cable, b : S

Acting. Secretary Darllng deemed the”
matter of importance and at once brought
it to the attentlon of the State Depart-:
ment, with the suggestion that .rcmfesen—f
ijations be made to Japan with a-view Off
obtaining some explanation of her pro-
cedure. Mr. Darling will go even further'
than this. He will {ssue, on Monday, In-
structlons to the Adams to vislt Wake
and other island§ of fhe Pacific which
are claimed by thls government, for the -
purpose of assertlng . Amerlean sover-
elgnty and ejecting from;the territory any,
persons who are lilegaily there. The Ad-
ams will be commissioned next week un-
der"thHe Somuiand "of Commihder ‘Charles :
ECFoX. She" will"proceed’ fitst "t Hawall, |
touchinig at every Island, large and small,
of that group. She will visit the Mlid-
way Isiands. It Is not expected she will
go to Marcus Island, as It lfes within the
boundarles of the Asiatic station, and
Rear Admiral Rodgers,” commander-in-
chief of the Asiatio Squadron, under-
stands the attitude of the United States
with respect to the Rosehill controversy, ‘;

Wants Cordial Relations, ™

Officials of the Japanese Legation do not
belleve their government- has counte-
nanced any action on the part of Its sub-
jects Infringlng Amerlcan sovereignty in
the Paclfie. Japan is anxlous to main-

taln the most cgrdial relations with the
United States and she does not propose
to let any feeling arlse to disturb them.
The master of the Buford reported that
the Japanese had been In Wake Island
two months.. Japanese officlals say that
as tho Japanese are hardy fishermen, It
1s quite probabie that their story of hav-
Ing temporarily made their'home on that
Island is quite true. The fact that Japan
made no protest at the time the United
States announced its occupation of Wake
Island Is accepted here as an Indication
of her recognition of American 'sover-

elguty. ] -

1t {s hoped that Japan ?Ill not dlsplay
any feeling over the rerCesentations of
the United Statles, but it is said that this
governmrent cannot permit the occupation
of Paclfic islands belonging to it by the
subjects of forelgn nations, when thire Is
danger that such occupation will be used !
as @ basis for a clalm to possession.

i _—
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JAPANESE“MAY HAVE

WARSHIP MAY HAVE GONE ON
. WILD-GOOSE CHASE—FITCH BE:
LIEVES THAT THE FLAG WAS

" stancés which bear out the proposition

NOT RAISED ON MARCUS: .
- v - |
Col. Thomas Fitch has been doing
some figuring on the - Marcus Island
.proposition,” arid has come to the con-
clusion that there are some -circum-

- of ProfessorLyons, that the Japr ap-
pear to have gone on the wrong Island,
it they wish to compete wlth Captaln
Rosehlll, =470 ¥ S g Pl [

IR “In the ﬂrst place," sald Fl(ch, “the
Japanese captain speaks of more than
one island.” I have always understood
from Rosehlli that there was only one
at Marcus, and I find on the charts a
‘group of three Islands.in the locality
to which the Japanese captain is sald
to have gone. ' It is quite possible that
he went there. The real Marcus Isl-
and is not on the charts. .. ¢

“Another reason why It appears un-
likely that the Japanese captaln went
to the real Marcus Island is the speed
with which he made the trlp. He was
gone seven days, and reported that he
crulsed about the lsland for two days.
That would, mean making 420 miles a
day on the trip there and back. Of
.course there, are steamers that do
make such time, but the government
dld not send one of the best boats in
the Japanese navy, and the speed
seems unlikely.” *

- The joke will be' on the Japanese gov-
ernment if 1t be found that a war-ves-
sel was sent on a wild-goose chase to
keep Rosehili off an island he never
intended to vislt, but Col. Fitch thinks
it is qulte possible.. On the other hand,
rthe difference In latitude In the Jap.
dlspatch may be an error of transpos-
.ing figures and maklng 154 out of 14a.
‘says Fitch. N -

T

N5 L veeem e e =l

i f H l

BV I SR S

e 1]

Perhaps the Japanese have go't hold
of one islund and Captain Rosehlll is’
after unother. Accordlng to the fol-
lowing Tokyo dlspatch the place claim-
ed by the little brown’ men Is in 24 deg
14 mln. 30 sec. norm latltude and 145
devg. 14 min.” 30 sec east longltude
Pror Lyons the government meteoro-
1oglst says that the Marcus Island
Captaln Rosehill safled for is In longl-
tude 153 or 154 deg and in latitude 24
deg 18 mln—about 500 mlles trom the
polnt “here the mteen anunese mu-
r]nes are \\nltlng It has been on rec-
ord & great whl!e, even Bowdltch’ Na-
vlgator ot 60 years ago havlng ll 'I‘hls
may aecount for the tact that, \\hen
the crulser\Kasagl lelt the Mlkados
“Murcus * on July 81, the schooner
Whulen had not arrhed She left here
July 11,
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'GKPTAIN CROSKEY op BUFOR
' SAW THEM ON WAKE.

;
st
,
{
i
¢
)
.§

o, - B
N They Sailed Oul to Transport and t
Tobacco and Medlcnl Supplles—-W re
{ | Mot Shipwreckéd Thére, '+ .1

. Actlng on information supplled by

! , Captain Croskey the commander of the i

; : - transport Buford of the presence of IR ?

\ 4 ! i i Japanese on Wake island, the United ‘U i

i i States government haa ordered the / i

: i ! i, cruiser Adams to that-island and Mid- '

. { . way Islands as well, to determlne what «—n’ ;

{ i { ' the presence of the Japs on those two, {

i : isiands means, i ool e - ‘
v Captain Croskey 1s now 1o port with , 7Q

his vessel. He remembers distinctly the 1
. occasion it his discovering the Japanese Al
on Wake Island. The Buford left here ]i)
about the mlddle of last June bound for | .
Manila. Captain Croskey stood up by ‘ :
Wake Island, as that course consider- PN -
ably shortens the voyage. Previous to
{ that trip," he had always understood 1
that Wake island was uninhabited. * To
his surprise he saw apparently a ship's
‘ boat on the beach. Soon this craft was
launched the salil rafsed and put out to-
ward the vessel. - He thought that per-
haps some one had been shipwrecked
on the island and stood as close in-
shore as he dared. To his surprise the
, boat was manned by some Japanese
who signifled that one of their number H
wag {1l and they desired medical atten- .
tion.” From thelr statements and dis- ‘
criptions of the disease the man evi-
dently had beri-beri,” -;:.°
: 1 The.Japanese sald they had ut
H on the island by a schooner that operat.
ed out of Yokohama They were gather-
ing guano and drying fish. They in-
formed Captain Croskey that they were
not-in need of provisions or water. T'ney
were expecting the Japanese schooncr
at the island in g yhnth or so. They : .
i
v

o AT s At e e i,
. . 79

T m.th e

N

~3

RO R,

NN

o

4...%,_,,_«,...
———

appeared to be pe‘x‘ ectly contented and
. : showed no desire to leave the island.
¢ ¢ i ' They were given some medical supplies
‘ ! . for the sick man, some tobacco anc a
|
{

few incidentals for themselves. . They
were asked if they did not wish to go
to Maniia with the transport. . When
this was asked, they rowed laughlng

away from the transport

. Captain Croskey reported the pres-
ence of the Japanese on Wake Island
after he reached Manila, and there
learned that the transport Sheridan hed
had a similar experience with the men.
Captain Croskey thinks that the Japa,
nese went to the two transpogts for hé
purpose of getting scme tobacco for
themselves and, perhaps in the case of
the Buford, some supplies for their al-
,leged sick companion. There was notn-
{ ing In the manner of the Japanese to
indicate thnt they clalmed pcssesslon of
teh island. o ;o el - . '
« The island was anne‘ed :o the Unlted co
States in 1898 by General Green during .
an expedition to the Philipplnes. . Gen- .
eral Green erected 2 flag pole and rals-: !
ed the American flag. Captain Croskey K . . .
i says he distinctly saw the- pole but tne- : {
. ; . : flag was not there. * 1/ - S :
' i : Lo d L. -
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\The United_ States ‘Government
P Send a Gunboat - to ‘Place. Captaln Rosehill
I - in Possessnon of Marcus Island\ R

A petition “t'o the Secretary of War space within the reef while not suf-|ident Buchanan's administration where
for indemnity from Japan with the fur- tficlent to allow a big ship to turn,!an American cltizen had iaken pos-
- would permit the iIsland to be circled on sesslon of-Navassa, a small guano isl-

ther request that the United States
send a gunboat to Marcus Island to
place Captain Rosehill in possession
will be the next move Iln the Marcus
Island controveréy. according to a
statement made yesterday by Col. Thos.
Fitch. Mr. Fitch will prepare the rec-
ords in the case and have them printed
and wlll leave for Washington about
the middle of next month to present the
matter to the State Department.’
The officers of the Marcus Island
Guano Co. are busily engaged in pre-
paring their case for presentation to
the United States government. The
facts will be set out in a printed brief
containing also the maps of the isiand,
photographs taken there and a copy
of the communications received from
the Japanese government. It is ciaim-
ed now that the Japanese lieutenant
committed an overt act in ordering the
members of the expedition to leave the
island before their work had been com-
pleted, for even though they made no
claim to the island, yet as citizens of a
friendly power Japan should have al-
lowed the sclentific men to pursue their
Investigations without molestation. Be-
sides the value of Marcus Island for
its guano deposits, and as a cable land-
ing place, it 1s said now, that its prin-
cipal value is for a coallng station for
the United States. The formation of
the coral reed about the island with
plenty of deep water to the shore line,
would permit of an entrance being cut
.in the reef sufficient to allow a large
Ivessel to come in and coal. - The open

i
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Will Be Acked t"“

¥,
iy
g

'
i
i

! i
‘ .
'

; ;
: i
! '
i i

the inside of the harbor. 5 and off the coast of Hayti. . He had
The question of indemnity is also been ordered to leave by the Haytian
one which will probably cause consid- government and appealed to the United
erable trouble before it is settled. The States for protection. Presldent Bu-
Marcus Island Guano Co. claims to chanan sent a gunboat to the scene
have expended in the nelghborhood of and placed the man in possession of the,
$10,000 for the purchase of the schooner island, warning the Haytianw govern-,
and investigations already made, which ment that no integference would be'
are rendered useless because of the re- tolerated, as the claim was good un-
fusal of Japan to allow the work to be der the guano laws of Congress. @ In
finished. The samples of guano brought that case the island had belonged .to
back were found to be all that had Spain from time immemorlal and had
been expected, though as the party been afterwards ceded to Erance.
was not allo“‘ed to finish its investiga- When Haytl gaineu her lndependence
tlons the ettem‘. of the deposits are stlll the island was incluaed as belonglng
unknown. to her under the treaty, and the Hay-
The Marcus Islund Guano Co. was tian government set out that it. had
organized with a capital of one million always possessed the title to Navassaj‘
dollars, divided into shares of ten dol- since that day, refusing also several
lars each, and the stock was reported applications for permission to work the
to be selling at anywhere from four guano deposits upon.it.  In spite of-
to six dollars per share, though it had this, and the fact that the ecitizen had
not been placed on the open market. not filed his indemnity bond, the United’
The company also had contracts for States held thut he was entitled to
furnishing 30,000 tons of guano an- work the island.’ :
nually to California parties, and ex- Mr, Fitch says also thut the Ietter
pected to do almost as well in Hawali. from Minister Buck was not in such
The guano was to be sold for fourteen form as to lead to the belief that the
dollars per ton, and there was an esti- United States had given up to all claims
mated profit of eight dollars per ton. to the island, but that Captain Rosehill
On these figures the company, In case was simply advised not to commit an
it i3 refused possession of the island, act of open hostllity. Though the State
will demand an indemnity of a sum in Department is sald to have ruled that
tne neighborhood of four million dol- Japan is rightfully the owner of Marcus
fars. Island, no such ruiing hag been received
The clzllm of the company that a here, and Col. Fitch does not belleve
warship should ve sent to Marcus Isl- that there has been a gecision, or will
and to place Captain Rosehiil in pos- be until Captain Rosehill has been glv+
session is based upon a nearly analo- en an opportunity to present hls slde
gous case which occurred during Pres-' of the case. - .
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The officers of the Marcus Island
company, Col. Thomas Fitch and W.
C. Peacock, will at once report the cir-
cumstances with ' the papers to the

" State Department at Washington with:
a claim against the government of Ja-*
pan for indemnity, and a demand that
the possesston of Marcus Island be
restored. Captain Rosehill says that
the statement of Secretary Ishii that in

t 1896 the periodical visits of Japanese

- fishermen there were turned Into a per-

r manent occupation, is incorrect, for he
last visited the iIsland In 1897 and at
Jthat time it was still unoccupied. ,

Col. Fltch says that the questions

. presented for diplomatic eonsideration:
are not many or complicated. The con-|
tention of Col. Fitch is that when Cap-'!
tain Rosehill put up the American flag
on the island in 1889 and made formal‘

+ claim in writing to it on behalf of the
United States, built a house and left a;

i member of the crew there with a year’s’
supply of provisions, two rights were
created; one a rlght of sovereignty In-:
the United States which became per-:
fected upon the Secretary of State sub-f
sequently filing in the Department of

‘State at Washington .coples of the
claim of Captain Rosehill made in thel
name of the Uniteu States to the lsl-;
and, and that this rlgnt of sovereignty
thus vested coula not subsequently be:
divested by any failure or delay on the’
part of Rosehill. {

The other right created by the notlce

,of acquirement of the island was an.
inchoate right which Rosehill might]
have lost through neglect and that was |
a matter between the United States and |
Rosehill, the Unned States having sub-
sequently accepted as proof of the no-
tices by exacting of him a bond of $50,-
000 and issued him the papers which he
carried wlth him to Marcus Island,
fully recognizing his right, and that it
cannot honorably fall to protect both
the rights of its citizen and its own ,
sovereignty over the island; that if it

,be possible for a nation to lose terrl- .
tory by non-user of it, and such non- °
user or abandonment should continue
for at least as long a time at would
be required by the statute of limitations
to create adverse title by possession to
real estate, and that at common law is
twenty years, there would be much in-
ternational trouble. If the contention
of the Japanese government that it
made formal proclamation in 1897 of its
acquirement of Marcus Island be sus-

_ tained, there are hundreds of unoccu-

- pied islands in the Aleuitian group
which have never been occupled by
men and it could lose the title to these
by Japanese settlement and claim for
any Japanese who should choose to -
occupy them. .

' The matter will now go to Washing- .

| ton and there being no further use for

q

!

the Whalen she wiil be soid.
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I T ONLY COMPLETE AND AUTHENTIC MAP . OF MARCUS lSLAND IN EXISTENCE. e, N T
i First authentic map of Marcus Island.  Made by Wm. Alanson Bryan of the Bishop Museum, Honolulu. who accompanizd Captam Rosehill in
1 the “schoontr Julia E Whalen, to- Marcus Island. - The map was made under difficulties.  Mr. Bryan had no drawing materials and used ordinary
ink and roigh paper. . He will’ make a perfected map of the Island, copies of which will go to Washmg!on and to ' the Bishop Museum. * The

’ map was Iuaned to the Adverhser:vby Col. Thomas Fitch ‘of the' Marcus Island Guano Company : - .
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% claimed by Uncle Sam as one. these should not be overlooked. --° -|seventy feet at the' highest elevation. ‘Parls Berlln, London and New York.

Sceale " !
linch = (080§ !
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{In a map which Mr. Bryan made of

uMARCUS ]SLAND may yet be govermﬁent for a cable station and beach, ranging.from thirty-five feet to, the swell miilinery establishments of

of his possessions if the states
¥ ' ments of members of the Julia
E. Whalen expeilition as to Its being
the best adapted.island for the landing
of ‘a’ cable'are deemed worthy of at-
tentlon by the administration at Wash-
Ington. The stat:ments of members of
the expedition ire to the effect that
Marcus Island possesses better facill-
ties for a cable landing than Wake and
Midway Islands, both ns to geographi-
“eal position and ©s a place of residence.
{Wm. Alanson Bryan of the Bishop
' Museum, who ar&:ompanled the expedi-
tion of the Marcis Island Guano Com-
‘pany In the schéoner Julia E. Whalen
which has just ieturned to port from
a somewhat unhsuccessful attempt to

),ake lnvtstlgatlons upon the island,
states emphutlcuuy that Marcus Islana
has features ~ which should strongly
coniniend it to the United States

~—

the island, taken froin copious notes
and scientlfic observations, he has glv-
en the first authentlc idea of what the’
Island consists, its physical character-;
Istics and area.’ The notes were takenl
during Mr. Bryan's very short stay on
the island under the survelllance of the
Japanese marines, and the map was
drawn on board the Whalen with or-
dinary ink and upon common yellow
paper. When It was finished a plece of
cheese cloth was mucliaged to the back.

Marcus Island Is almost triangular
in shape and has an area of 750 acres.
It lies In longltude 154 East, latitude
twenty-four degrees fourteen minutes
North. Surrounaing the Island Is a
fringe of coral reef.., The Whalen was
able to come In close to the Island ex-
periencing no danger until the actual
Iringe was met. Ciose to the: reef the
depth ranges fromn eight to twelve
fathoms, + Between the reef- and the
shore une the water {s deep. The shore
consists largely of coral shingle. « The!
Island rises preciplluteny above , this

Most of the Island is heavlly wooded,
tocoanuts comprising a large purtlun
of the forest. There Is a slight de-
pression in the center. Sand and coral
form the top covering of the Island.
There are Irregular open spaces In the
thickly wooded parts but generally the
top covering Is o1 sand and coral.” Mr.
Bryan states that: the Island is of
coral formation and the drift of the

‘ocean has caught upon this base untii

the present Island nas taken form.
On the south side are quarters of the
Japanese fishermen and- the marine
guard under Lieu.. H, Akinote was sta-
tioned there. . Back of wuS camp on
the western snde the iInvestigations of
Mr. Bryan were conducted white ob-
talning samples ¢ of . guano and rock
phosphate, = Sh l'
~ What seemed to strlke Mr. Bryan as
belng one of the most lnterestl‘g fea-

tures of Marcus Island was thelindus-’

try which the Japanese have
lished. This iIs the killing of thd birds
and ,preserving the skins and feathers
wl]lch ultlmately find tlielr \v:; Into

estab-’

[REpSe

The fifty or more Japanese on the Isl-!
and have become experts In the kliling
of birds and according to Mr. Bryan
one of thelr number Is said. to be the
quickest man at skinning the blrds
known In that part - of . the world
Taxidermy Is a past art on wmarcus.
" Thousands of young birds are belng
killed. These are skinned and cleaned
and thus with festhers, wings and|
heads they are yrepared for shipment

- to Japan whence in turn they are sent

to the fashlonable marts of the world
to adorn women's headgear. The older
birds are killed for the large feathers.
The Japanese are making great In-
roads on the birds of sarcus and kiil
them,as fast as they can find them.
Mr. Bryan says the heat on Marcus
Is somewhat ‘exasperating and he would
not term It an Ideal place for a sum-
mer resort. The island Is comparative-
Iy low and the humid alr hovers close
to it. The accommeodations there now
are nothing to call . ‘comfortable, but
they are 2 protectlon agalnst the ele-
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cAPT. HOSEIIIiL BACK, BEATEN.

He Stayed on Marcus Island Flvo Days,
Then Japanese Told Him to Go.
HoNoLuLvy, Sept. 12, via San Francisco,
Sept. 18—Capt. Rosehill has returned
from Marcus Island. All he has to show
is a few gunny sacks full of guano and
Some stuffed- birds for exhibition, which
kept the Foreign Offices of the United States
and Japan busy for several weeks and made
Marous Island famous. E
The captain will sell his schooner and
claim damages through the State Depart-
ment from Japan. o :
Capt. Rosehill was amazed when he
reached the island to find that the Japs
knew of his coming. He walked across
the island to the Japanese camp, where he
found marines in military camp. The
commandant of the camp gave him Minister
Buck’s letter and the secretary to the
Japanese Minister of Forelgn Affairs pre-
sented Japan’s claims to the island.
Rosehill saw that nothing could be done.
While there he found there was regular
communication between Japan and the
island by echooners. After five days
Rosehill was courteously told that he had
remained long enough. He thinks Marcus
Island has especial advantages as a cable
station. . :
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ROSEHILL WILL ASK $4,000,000
- INDEMNITY FROM JAPAN.

to Be Made to State
’ - Department, - s

Speclal Con“csDO‘ndence of The Evening Star.’
HONOLULU, T. H., September 13, 1902.

had any conflict with the Japanese marines
on the island, and the Japs are in ‘full
Possession, but their possession is by no
means undisputed. The Honolulu Marcus
Island Guano Company will make a protest
agalnst the actfon of the Japanese captain
in forcing him to leave the island, and will

sides the possession of the island. ~ .
' . The Japanese crufser had left when Rose-
' hill got to Marcus with the schooner Julia
'E. Whalen. The Japanese commander left
& note, however, couched In the most
courteous language, but informing the
American commander that Japan claimed
the island.- The crulser was compelled to
leave hy lack of coal to maintaln herself
-longer In Marcus Island waters. She land-
¢d fifteen marines and left them in com-
, mand of Lieutenant Kinote, and they were
‘on hand to recelve Captain Rosehill when
the Amerlcan schooner hove in sight, the

MARCUS ISLAND GUANO

Put In a claim for $4,000,000 Indemnity, be-

Poésesélon_ of Debosifs Askéd;Claﬁm_

Captain Rosehill's expedition has re-f
turned from Marcus Island without having

day after the Japanese war vessel left the -

island, G .o

R - Japan’s Claim. o
E The letter left for the American com-
mander informed him that Japan had a
prior claim to the island, and that she pro-
posed to enforce it. 'The Japanese captain
haped that the American would not cause

>

rany conflict, but would submit peaceably )

1to the arhltrament of the two governments
concerned. He stated that the landing pro-
posed hy Rosehill could not be allowed.

. After a good deal of negotiation with

Lieut. Kinote Rosehill secured permission to

allow flve of hls men to land, among them
being T, F. Bedgwick of the United States
agricultural bureau of Hawail, who accom-
panled the expedition as an expert to se-

cure samples of the guano deposits, The ,

men were ashore several days, making ex-
aminations, and found guano of a high
grade, indicating that the fsland Is a val-

i uable one. Then they were told by the Jap- !

anese commander that they must leave.
He did not like to see them at work on
land, and the temper of his Men was such
that he thought ft hest for the Americans
to clear out. Capt. Rosehlll had no aiter-
pative but to go. “There were enough
Japs to have eaten us up,” he said expres-
sively after his return to Honolulu, .

: Rosehill Retreats.

He at once withdrew the men on shore,
and the schooner Whalen set out for Hon-
olulu without having accomplished either
of the purposes for which she left Hono-
lulu. The first purpose was to ohtain posses-
slon of the island, and the second was to
Secure a complete report of the vafue of
the guano deposits if possesslon could not

| be_obtained. The examlnations were only
half made when the Japanese commander
ordered the Americans off the fsland, but
enough had been discovered to show that
the island is a very valuable one, - :

' ' The Island is also ‘sald to be of much
value to the United States as a cable land-
Ing and a possible coaling statfon. The
guano company wlil at once send a repre-
sentative to Washington to press its claims
against the Japanese government with the !
Department of State. e R
- ** Another Silver Tongue. *
| 7 Colonel Thomas Fitch, widely known as
“the sflver torgued orator of the west,"”
L wlil represent the Marcus Island Guano
Company at Washington. He Is now pre-
Paring briefs and will present a demand
for $4,000,000 indemnity from the Japan-
ese government. The company spent about
$10,000.In sending the schooner Whalen to
Marcus,- and this will be Included in the
, claim. 0T LT e et -
- It {s clalmed that the Japanese com-
mander committed an overt act in forcing
- the Americans to leave the island. As
citlzens of a friendly power they were, It
- Is argued, entitled to land on the Island
and make a sclentific Investigation of it,
whether the island belongs to Japan or
not, and damages will be asked on account
of the order forcing the Americans-toteave
the-istand. ~——— ——— e
} "7TH6_company will also ask that a war-
! ship be sent to Marcus to oust the Japs
and put Rosehifl in possession. Rosehill
stiif claims that he can establish his right
to the island, by virtue of flrst ocecupancy,
and Colonel Fitch wlll soon leave Honolulu

i to present the whole matter at Washing-
ton. 1In the meantime the Japs have full
swing at Marcus Island, and are dolng a
blg bird-catching business.
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A the Peklng’s mail proves authentic, the

*15_', IS
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N
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tlon That ;Tokyo‘ ,Government Dis
claims Sovereignty and Concedé' s
Flshermen Are Nomads. R

v . ‘: ye ;
1

?3

,e
G

: L
f. it the news_ received by W. C. Pea-;
cock from Colonel Thomas Fitch in-

Unlted States may agaln assunfe sov-
eretgnty over Marcus Isla’nd and the
Marcus Island Development Company
wlll take steps to further explolt the
{ resources “of the much talked of island.

According to the information con-
veyed to Senator Thurston by the State
Department at Washlngton Japan has
receded from her positlon in regard to .
“the [slands and now “concedes that the I
Ja.p ﬂsherme there are nomndic and
wlll deport them it the Unlted States
g‘ovemment so rEquests 1t is- further
intlmated thnt anan is ready to pay
reasonable dnmages for the loss caused
by the retusal of the marines to allow
the Julla E Whalen sclentlsts to make
required exam[nations ot the guano de-

i

v
A
.

& The tollowlng extract from the letter
Jot Colonel Fitch, who, in company
with Senator Thurston went to Wash-
ing to present. the mattEr to Secretary
/ Hay, tells the story: . - N
"The Japanese government. has dis-
cla!med soverelgnty over Marcus Is-
land and concedes that the Jap fish-

.' ' -2 .

"It wlll deport fthem probably, it
our government fnsists upon it, and it
is wming to pay 2 reasonsable indem-
nity to the amount ‘of the actual dam—
age done by excludlng the Whalen and
Ccrew, probably $10 000.- = - %

“It wm take several months to clear
everything through the diplomatic
channels but the’ result is as stated.

* “This decision was made by the Im-

. perial Government ln Tokyo a tew
" weeks ago, and was communicated by

the = State Department to Senator
Thurston this morning.” !

The letter from Colonel Fitch to Mr.
Peacock is dated at Wasbington De-
cember 16, though the news dispatches
have brought no Intormat:on concern-
ing the matter. . B

Mr. Peacock when " seen yesterday,
stated that the letter gave all the in-
formatlon that he had, “As to my fu-
ture plans,” said Mr. Peacock, “they
have not been determined upen as yet.
| Nothing will be done until the return
ot Mr, Fitch from Washlngton whlch
will be in about six weeks.”

Marcus Island was discovered by
Captain Rosehill, in 1889, but it was
only about a year ago that the State
department recognized his claim to it
upon’ the filing of a $50,000 bond. . The

. Marcus Island Development Company

ermen there are nomadic. : 3L

R

wag organized to exploit the guano de-
posits of the island, with W. C. Pea-

cock and Thomas Fitch as thé princi-
pal stockholders.” Last July an expe-
dition was ﬂtted up under command of
Captain Rosehill to visit the island
and, with the aid of two, " scientists,
ascertain the value ‘and exfent of the
guano deposits.* -Upon arrival off Mar-
cus Island, the little. party was -nter-
cepted by a detachment " of - ‘marines
from the Japanese warship Kasagi,
and only a few of the men were allowed
to land from the Whalen at a time.
It was 1mpossible therefore, to malke
the necessary investigatlons and the
Julia E. Whalen returned- to Honolulu,
and has since been sold to 'n company
which is mow operating the, schooner
between Hilo and Honolulu.” ‘

A claim was then madé upon Japan
for damages for the action of its gov-
ernment and placed in the hands of.the
State Department at Washington. A
demand was also made upon the Jap-
anese government for the posseséion of
the island, in default of which, a lar-e
indemnlty was asked Though Colonel
Fitch does not so state in his letters, 3
the memorial of the Marcus island;
company was probably turned over to
the Japanese minister by Secretary
Hay, with the result as noted in '\Ir.
Fltch's letter. - Y, s L

If Japan finally grants the demand of
the Honolulu people for the possession
of the island, steps will probably be
taken to develop t.he guano deposits. .’
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