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(A letter from General Grant to Prince Kung & Viceroy Li.)
66

% , Tokio,

T

Japan,
: ‘ : : " August l3tn., L879,

Since my arrival in Japan I have been ravored with seve-

‘ral interviews with tne Cabinet of His liajesty the Emperor

on the subject gf which His Highness Prince Xung and His

from tne otner side until China cosnsented vo withdraw such
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92)
among her able citizens TO meat & like commissioner or commisﬁ;pnﬁﬁ;
sioners, appointed in like manner by China irom amony ner own

representetive citizens. They would not only meet ©to conrer A

at

but would meet determined tvo oring apout permaneht good feel-

2» EEcellency Viceroy Li-Hung-Chang nave So much at heart to iné among Tne TWo peoples it China would meet them haliway

%f wit an honorable &nd satisfactory settlement of the Liew !' in concessions., o toreign power snould pbe pbrougnt into !ﬁ g

g‘ Chiew question & settlement which will be alike nonoraole v sugh a convention nor should any froreigner except it %}gnt \ z

§ to pboth nstions. Uhile the statement of facts relsting pe as interpreters &nd with the consent of potn paréies. * ;

i to vhis questvion 88 stated by the Japanese side differ in It might oe tnat sucn & convention would tail vo agree entire-

% many material points Iroﬁ the statementvs made vO me vbotvh in /' ly or fail upon some minor points in wnich contingenqy the . /,

? nging and Tientsin yet 1 feel that what I have heard here ViLL twd nations mignt agree uﬁgn an aroit;atippor wnose decision ,

? will justitfy me in saying that the Japanese are most anxious ‘on tne disputed points atfter nesring votn sides snould oe é

;, to preserve the moOST emicable Telations with China and to pinding. 1n such c&ése wnile it is‘gntirely The DUSiness .

§.f this end would magnenimously make sacririces or wnst sne of tne two navions, I would esrnestly suggest tnhat no repre- :
? P
% believes to ve ner just r;gnts if China would meet her in 1/ sentavive ot & roreipn wovernment abroad sno@ld pe selected. ) i/,

f the same spirit out in the neated controversy which nas ' In. tne vast east empracing more taan two thirds ot tne numan k ‘

g already teken place pnetween the Ltwo Governments on tne 4 poputation or tne world tnere aré but tWo navtions even par- A

; Liew Chiew question, trere has been one Or mOre COMMUNi- tially free rrom tne domination &nd dictation of some one

% cations on Cné part of China so threatening in tone or ij or other of the kuropean powers, with intelligence ana

% not threatendng so o#tfensive tnat L do not neliexe that strength enough vOo meintain their independence: Japan sand

% the Jspanese would consent vo treat with any comnmissioner China are the two qations tne people o opth areibrave;

‘ T Jith & little more A

: despatch or despatches. Tiis veing done 1 velieve Japsan

. 0
would gladly aopoint s conmissiner or commissioners tfrom.

1

*
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intelligent, rrugal and iadustrious.
L4 - “
advancement im modern civilization, mecnanivs, engineering,

etc. they could tnrow off tne oilensive treaties wiich now
. \{;
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f (3) " ¥
A i With muny thanks for the great courtesy snown me by ZAg all £ s
4 _cripple and numiliate them and could enter into competition . K . {~ i
j the Chinese officials during my visit to tnhe country, and ¥ .
3 fot the world's commerce. linech more employment Ior the ‘ ’ i . B
3 . with assurance of my highest consideration, i
4 people would result from the change and vastly more eriective ) ’ : ¥
- : ) I am very truly end respectfully, .
would it ve. Tney would become much larger consumers a8s !
_ wour obedient servant, . “
well as producers and thus the civilized world would pe vastly . . -
!; . (signed) U. 5. Grant.- !; K
benefitted by the change, put none so much as Lhina and Jepan. . o a
i
Japan is rapidly reaching 2 condition ot independence end it N ‘ ' . . b

it had now to be done over such treaties as exist could not ‘ . - ' '

g; be forced upon her, Wnst Japan nas done and is now doing ' ﬂ
China nas tne power - and [ trust the inclination - to do: I / : (/ f

can readily conceive that there are many foreigners, parti- _ : ' : . S -

e i

cularly among tnose interested in trade, who do not look

beyong tne present and wno would like to have the present

condition remain only grasping more from the east and leaving

the natigygves o tue soil merely "hewers of wood &nd drawers

ﬂ\
-
h

ot water" for their venefit. 1 have so much sympathy for Y
the good of their children if not ior tanem, tnat 1 hope the A ' ‘ L

two countries wili not disappoint themp.

——

I leave Japan in two weeks ifrom now ror my Asmerican home.

if i could hear there that amicable and most friendly relations
had been established petween Chinz and Japan I snéid feel de-
lighted. . . If &nytning I may heve said or done snouald have

anay eirect in produwing so desirapnle result I shatil Teel that
my visit nas not veen in vain trough made witholt Tnougnt 0OX

" taxing any part in the affairés ot tne two countries.
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