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Roosevelt's Message to The Emperor.

L .’;L . ‘ ' Audience Requested

, ' From‘fGrew; Tokyo -
! B . To  Hull, “ashington
December Bth,194i

f{“.‘ ) Confidential The Department's ho. 818 December dth

’ e 9 p.m., was received and decoded late this evening (%), and

at 12 15 A.M., when I requested an audience with the Emperor

f -
n-,,

. . Lf“> at the eerliest p0331 le moment in order to oommunicate the o
President's message directly. The minister said thdt he would

‘ é . ) present my request to the Throne ana would communicate with'

. message.

Grew,

REEL No. A-0291

I was able to see the 1T‘orej.gn Vinister 1mmediately thereafter :,

me“thereafter. I read to him and left with him a oopy of tne fﬂr‘

comment.

The Japanese representatives then took their leave without

th‘

J
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Honolulu Bombéd‘ Document Handed Hull

From Hull, v”ashington
- To Grew, Tokyo .

&,

S . . - December 8th, 1941.

The Department has been 1nformed by the War Department
7*' ":« that at 8 a. m.rtoday (HOnolulu time) 50 oT moTre Japanese dive-
- bombing planes, presumably from an air-craft oarrier, dropped

bombs in and around Honolulu.' Acoording to unconfirmea radio

u United states and Great Britain.

At l p m. “on December 7th the Japanese Ambassador asked

. and hr. Kurusu were reoeived at 2 20 p m. Tbe Ambassador

' opened the oonversation by saying that he was sorry that he had

been delayed, as his instruetions were to deliver the oaper,'

which he then handed the Seoretary, at 1 p.m., but that owing )

to inability to decode destruotion (? 1nstructions) he had o

been delayed. after reading 2 or 3 pages of the paper, the-/

":‘Seoretary asked the Ambassador whether 1t was oresented under

*;?‘ instruotions of ‘the Japanese Government., The ambassador replied -

BRI

:, reports, the Japanese Government has deolared war against the e

for an appointment with the Seoretary of State.{ The Ambassador

French Indo-China to whioh His MaJesty has directed the Govern-,-

ment to reply.: withdrawal of Japanese forces from Frenoh Indo-

China constitutes one of the subject matters of the Japanese-

5‘ , Amerioan negotiation.i His Majesty has commanded the Governmsnt
to state 1ts views to the American Government also on this
guestion. It is, therefore, desired that the President will

[T

kindly refer to this reply. :
"Establishment of peace in the Pacific and consequently

of the world has been tne cherished desire of His Maaesty, fo
’f. the realization of which he has hitherto made the Government[
:continue its earnest endeavors. His Majesty trusts that the

PreSident is fully aware of this faot.",i;;'

‘3:,t,in the affirmative.' The Seoretary thereupon redd the remainder »

. :of the oaper, after whioh he made to the Ambassador a brief

fstatement ‘was not,(? whioh was?) critical of tne contents of

- x

0 2585
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| 2848 . ademU o T i i=pmnese Reply to Reosevelt's Message:

; /ﬂﬁﬁ . - ’ . . i ¢ B DUV P Foreign Minister ] Oral Statement

A ' 9/12/41 YA A4 f S N -

C ‘ ' SEA) - - «

: ’ . | 'Qﬁﬁ% - F?em Q;ew, Tokyo

Japencce “th?k or Honixone: . Eg%?l To Hu%}.,Washihgton;
Chinese ixhortes Mot 1o cide .with Britons ‘.ﬁw oo e ,
! {(’n cipher) ;1?' December'SPh,‘1g41
southerd, Hong cong ﬁﬂ%% ‘ o L

- Hull, /as:ingvon %1,—5, °°nf1dentialo Embassy s No. 1906 Deoember ath 1 a'm
. ‘ > ]
: Decexber 8th, 4.08 p.u., 1941 é;ii

v § No. B37, Decemb.r E£th, noon.

.
S Jananeée trcops ere officielly recurteld te 1?
' Iiere leQLl“n che 2oviloon warder in two places &
i B are ees {7 tree) to cross in force sh:irtly, TWO
s grsass of frum  to <00 Jupsnese heving been signt- "b \
% ‘ 18 T : : e regarded as, hls reply to the President message.
B ea nisving- towurd the border, Roacs tu howloon: (5)
: " heve be=n deLiroyen and qe;enﬂu prejurations arc
"
i@ asserted to be well auwenced,
iy In vombing there were 41 wound:é end &3 ti f th
: on or e cordial message of the President.> He has gracioualyg,
Twva oo the &tLLO“an ...‘(? plenes) zre now rooor - :
s 2 ;ave becn ehon &o‘n. Temgilets-we e dro. for

/

Chinese and Indiuns to cecse eooperatbing: with
Tritiss, cince <ritsin v o creneca Lo ravoen.e

=r3rigin t:60 0l troetaent, i0 they surrend-

REEL No. A-0291 '
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. ) ) Hal - y
ered at once. There is no indication at this point B A
3 .
that. such prooaganda will have any immediate effeot < g?‘
. ‘B = B
Consul ‘Reed . from Uanoi arrived last nighb. é&%%
Consul Engdahl is also here, having been unable to Eg'j f
&5 ! i
recch bhanghai and I suggest that he assume tem- &.an
P : 7
‘ porary .. (? eharge) here. Clerk Shields of Pe- —-igy

¥

KLngVC‘D‘O ..l‘l

Sent to the Department end repested to

Chungking, o o o

Southard}

oot

N [
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- His Imperial Majesty

The Rmperor of Japan. -

Almost a century zgo the President of the

AN
United States addressed to the Tmperor of Japan a messagé:

extending an offer of friendship of the people of the
Unitéq States to the pecple of Japan. That offer was
accepted and in the long period of unbroken peace and

Triendship whick has followed, our respective nations,

through the virtues of their peoplés and thevwisdom
of their rulers have prospered gnd have su?stanﬁially
helped hqmanity.

Only in ;;tuations.of extraordinary iﬁportance
to our two counﬁries need I_address to Your Majesty

messages on matters:of state. I Teel I should now so

address you because of the deep and far-reaching

REEL

AR R8¢ v andenc e cont

RIS il vy Sk o

e

e

Devolopmgnts are occurring in.the Pac;fic area'
witich threaten to deprive each of our nations and‘all
humenity of the beneficizl influence of the long peace

‘between our two countries. Thosec developments contain

tragic possibilities. The people of the United States,

believing in peace and in the right of nations to live e

: it ' -
and let live, have eagerly watched the conversations §

) i

between our two Governments during these past months. {é
We have hoped for a termination of the present conflict i'
between Japan and China. Ve have hoped that a peace
of the Pacific could be consummated in such a way that

§9ﬁ§9n&%i§§g§‘of many diverse peoples‘cogld exist side

by side witnout Tear of invasion; that unbearable burdeps
of armements cdgld be lifted for themva;l;-and'that a;} L
peoples would reggﬁetcémma?ce Qithout‘di§cr mination

against or in favor of ary nation.

I am certain that'it will be clear to Your Majesty, -

. . . P S . 3
ne s 3 be i ormatio - . o . . ' . . - :
ema.uengj Wh;Ch appears to be ia formation, as is. to me that-in seeking these great objectives i
Developnents g i 4
Co : . both e
AR . s
0 YA INE Cey e '
> gu . . 0 2597 Y0
. 384 oo i
e . R e T s O S e e -‘M“'* T R G R G ATom .
CTRERAES - SRRl TREGET ) it

No. A-0291

Y

FTOT R T X~
ter for Asian Historical Records
http:/fwww.jacar.gogp/




T EDAIRER

)

- . . s T T T A ST A SN o AP i 3 N S VA AT T R T T T T I T T R ) T T T T e T A g ST A RS T T T YRR Y Y Sy |
[l X4 e
L 51
§yvresd 3= 25>

~5-—¢
el

both Japan and the United Stetes should agfee to S '
: numbers as to create a rcasonable doubt on ths part

eliminate any form of military threato”-This seems : : . ’
. oL of other nations that this continuing concentration

+ essential to the attainment of the high objectives., ) '
’ S o S in Indochina is not defensive in its characiers

ljore than a year ago Your Majesty's Government ) e s - .
T ) Because these continuing concentrations anIndo~

£

concluded an agreement with the Vichy Government by china have reached such large proportions and because

.

which five or.six thousand Japanese troops were pers- they extend now to the southeast and the -southwest

RIS

mitted to enter into nortiern French Indochira fo . co s :
! { £ Indoch Tor corners of that peninsula it is only reasonable that the

f; . the protection of Japanese troops which were operating people'of the fhilinpines, of the nuﬁdreds of islands

against China further north. And this spring and of the East Indies, of Malaya and of the Thailand itself

sumRer the Viehy Government permitted further Japanese 'are agking themselves whether these forces.of Japan

o military forces to enter into southern French Indochina s s
i * ‘ o are preparing or intending to make attack in one or

for the common defense of French Indoehina. I think
' V : S nore of these many directiogs.

I am correct in saying that no attack has been made

.%l I am sure that Your Majesty will understand that <3
‘ upon Indochina nor that any has been contemplated, o
. . . A the fear of allithesé peoples is a 1egitimate fTear
During the past few weeks it has become clear to Co |
‘ inasmuch as it involves their peace and their national .

the world that Japanese military, naval and air forces : i
‘ ezistence, I am sure that Your Majesty,will understand

have becn sent to southern Indochina in such lérgo

why the people of the United States in such large

numnbers ;
numbers ¥
0 2588 ~ | co :
1 DA ) . ' P . .
) 0. 2ve9 L S 387 ;
Coa e . Dl Ty ki
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1520
-t

'Vﬁumbers loék'askance'atvﬁge.estaﬁliéhmegt 6f #iliﬁéfy,.'
naval and air bases manngd and equippgd‘sp gfeatly gsvto
constitute armsd forces capaﬁle of'measures-qf qffehée;

It is clear that a contiphanca of sgéh a sjfgation

is unthinkeble.

d e

' . oW,
~5m N

1
y
3

PaciTic areas
I address myself to Your Majesty so that Your
Majcsty may, as I am doing, give thought in this

derinite emergency to ways of dispellihg the dark

clouds. I am confident that both of us, for the sake

tone of the peoples whom I have spoken of above ﬂ} of the peoples not only of our own greut countries
can sit either indefinitely or permanently on a keg of bui for the sake of humanity in neighboring territories,
dynamitaes have a sacred duty to restore traditional amity and
There is absolutely no thought on the part of the prevent further death and desitruction in the world.
United States of invading Indochina if every Japanege
FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT
soldier or sailor were to be withdrawn therefron. ;
' | & .
. . . 1 )
I think that we can obtain the seme assurance 3 f Q‘
| | Washington,
from the Government of the Zast Indies, the Governments ! 5 December 6, 1941.
of lfalaya and the Government of Thailand. I would even ;
?
undertake to ask for the same assurance on the p art of |
the Government of China. Thus a withdrawal of the f
S i
" Japanese forces from Indochina would result in the
assurance of peace throughout the whole of the South j
. ' |
Pacific
_ : 0 2081 . ga9n
IaSakal . ) P l{ Lo
0 2560 oty - .- 388
) RS | P o T .

B R —
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J,-"‘

5 sajesty haa expressed his gratefulness and apnreoia-ij

ction for the cordial message of the President. He has gracious-‘

ment to renly.l'w1thdrawal of Japanese foroes from Frenoh Indo-?

China oonstitutes one or the subjeot matters of the Japanase-,;Q

Amerioan negotiation. His thesty has commanded»the Govern-:1 

question.

It 18, therefore, desired that tha President w111 N

oontinue its earnest endeavors.; His %ajesty trusts that ths

-’ e

Preaident 1s fully aware ot this faot.

nmw&ammwr

i
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