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R _
R o Hw.m Royal Danish memﬂwob present Sympu. ooaﬁwHBmsﬁm to
= , Spm Imperial Euwmdaw for m,oH.S.mu Affairs and have dwm honour
to Hmpﬁmm?spdr H.mwmu.muom to the Hmdﬁmw of Em% 21st H.H.oa dsm
(A Danish zﬁsu.mdmw to the Director om the East Asiatic Bureau ow ]
, ' .ﬁpm Hsvmuu..mu. Ministry for Foreign Affairs and Hmwmw.ooE\mwl;
mmﬁwoum,,wmmmuﬁam the Greek steamers S/S "Sparta" and "Ano -
<m$&1_ Hmﬁmpuma by the Imperial Naval bﬁdsouwﬁummv that gm%
M\W» ,Eww be’ Huwoasmm of ng present mpﬁcmgg of these two ommmm.
\.—& oo
R Tokyo, November 15th, 1938. \S . v
N | | i
et
. ..\ - L . . ... R A . ; ﬁvu X B
e 6 11..0-52 8 0058
3
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_Légation Royale de Danemark

Tk

(1

The Royal Danlsh Legation present thelr compllments to
1{ the Imperlal Mlnlstry for Forelgn Affalrs and have “the

QP honour to request with reference to thelr note of November .

TN 3. Lirr-uy

Légation .Royale de Danemark

’The RoyaI~Danish Legation present their compliments‘to
the Imperial Nlnlstry for Foreign Affairs and have the honour
to draw the attention of the Imperial Ministry to the Legatlons
notes of November 15th 1938, and January 18th, 1939 regarding

lSth 1908 regardlng the Greek steamers S/S "Sparta"'and
“ﬂ!!-'mm

. n n i
"Ano Vathy" Tetained by the Imperlal Naval Authorltles the Greek steamers s/s Sparta and Ano Vathy whleh notes are
M

RS @
that they may be 1nformed of +the present situetion of g still unanswered.
H';‘ these two cases. ' - i

: el Tokyo, March 10th, 1939.
: S N Tokyo, 18th Tanuary, 1939,
: o ) abchall M "
; : ‘i‘ e : ® ;g; .
| '1!, ) T ‘Qm_' s

e &

e
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infermed orolly that ap snquiry into the mattor was fo ba medo A s

' ’ ' toovall mysall of this rpartunity to ronsw to Your

in Shoaghel by sn offielal asnt ihers in July 1938 speeliall

’ ‘ 4 o i . ¥ ' Y xevllenoy the assurspee of my hiehsst conslisration,

for Lhe surposs of investignting this end simitap cafosd. This ’

offleiel resurned to Jupan sy tho beginning of 2gntomberp et '
v ’ ginning Sptamoer lass, Slgneds R. L. Cratele.

but in aplte of his return ne progreass appaars Lo huve bhean

hg made in thae wattor and His Majfeaty'z Imhassy's hide-Hozoleo el

sz . the l2th Getober in whioh furthar.in?ermatimn wad reguasind
/) ’ rosaing unanawsrad, , ' 2
3. The s.a. "Luse™ was solzed near Fooghos on or about the
# 8Sth soy, lé&& and she ia understosd still to be undar detention .Ej &
by ths J&pﬁnmue naval aut;arltiqa, slthough the Chargd 4'AlTatras
of Portugal in Pokyo nasn rapranentod thet $ho shlp, helng
r8cosnissd by the POrtusuess sutboritiss to he Portuguase,
ahoulé ba relsssad without further 5ﬁlay.

4. I have $he honour teo ezprasa the hops that the iwvo shipa

. 2RY HOW be rreleased by the Japanese authorities., T have 2ls0
i . '
L the honour to requoest that I muey bs informad, at Tour

& 4 Tzoelliency's eanrly convenianee, ror communiceilsn to tha

British insursnos asd otiher {atereats conosrazd, ss to

{1} -the official ramson for ths detention of

gaeh vesgal:

(£)  the present place of detontlon of saoh 3 _ $
veasely and

(3) whethsr at presenl the two vesaoels are

¢r are nob in use and, i thsy ers in use, for At

whet purnase.

| [

66 ' | 1 | - 65
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LT i - ol AR STl = LI __,__‘ .
By '1
‘ |
: |
t 1
|
] |
: _ |
Yo, yuta/res(a)/39). _ . ’ "t ish Twmbeaasy,
é TOEYC.
L«, lot April 1959,
g, Your Exeellency,
E ~ Tour FEzosllanoy will be aware thet tﬁa Oreak 5.6, "Iparta”
3 5’3 ' and :ha-yortugﬁaa& Heiis “Lgac" heve baen detnlnond for o very .
L) ~ consbiersble poricd by ths Japauase autheriﬁiaé; Both of
zﬁssé ships ars insursd wy %r}tlwh fivsa, &0 iﬁ&: their
. w; ¢ . ¢mm£tnua£ aaL?ﬁtiﬂﬁ i & mattar of consarn Lo His majasty's :
e Gc?arﬁm&nt in the Uﬂitaa Kingdom. |

£. The a,s. "Oparta” was polred by the Japaness authorisies on

the &3%rd Taunuvary 19

38, in the neightourhood of Hongkeng, and
detainsd atl Keolung.  The matter formad ths subjizet of rs-

prasentations wade on the 1&th Mureh 1956 by the 'Srsiar Danish

RS AL G e e bt i e i e e 8 s

#inistor, acting on bohalf of and under instructions from the
gﬂﬁ araek vaarnment,‘whs vare sotisfisd that the venssl was of
2 Todree vroglutey and aéccrdiugiy 5#32reﬁ her félaaaé &0 20N A8

,:psﬁs;ble. | |

Hoaron [arteuch-Lenn's ropresontaticns wers supvorted by His

R e Lt SSE R PRI ESLR

Majesty s fwbassy by moens of & Fro Yemoria communicatad to

é' ths Vinistry of Foroign 4ffairs on the 14th March. Further

2T A bt

X

- ecorreypandonde followsd, in which the Japanese anthoritios

3 gxproxged deubbs as 10 the velidity of the treosfer of the

ship (o Greek rvregistiry and the Danlsh ¥inister was =svanlually L

informed

His Fxaellasoy,
My, Muohiro Arits, . e
"His Imparisl Japaness ¥ajesty's . o, 006\
winistvar for Yoralgn Affaira, i’ b 2

8 111.0-52 o7 | R

L B . B B e m—

T D A ad Rl 5 L T T

g g A T Y e b 1

R S SN
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. coptoon
- and that he would then be re-smployed as Hdbter of the ship.
It has also been revealed that the salaries of the orew for
the month of January were paid by the owners of the vessel,

Acgording to the letter addressed to the Japanese

v Consul-Oeneral at Shanghal by his Greek collsague bn the
2 8th February & certain lir.Rhematelatos, a Creek subject,
@ agreed on the lst July lest to purchase tho s.s. "Yun ¥ow"

Y ] for the sum of 10,000 Pounds Sterling and a deed for the
aaie of the vessel wasg exeouted four mohths later, but we
- find this information to be contrary to the results of the
1nvestigation mentionad above, Moreover the aoting Greek
Consul-ﬂeneral's further letter of the 13th Heroh affirms
thab the salaries of tho orew were astill being pald by the
rormer owner of the ship efter the Glst of Cotober, when: 1t
qz}* ia olaimed thet a transfer or ownership- took plaos, and up
%} VQS:M ' to the alat -of January, In thsap oiroumstances we rind

oonaiderable grounds for doubt as to the valldity of the
transfer of the ship's registration and, unless evidence to
prove that the alleged tranafer wes not made for the soie
purpose of oiroumventing the olgsing.of the Chinese ocossat .

by the Japangse navy 1is produced and & oconvinoing explenation

conoerning the'validity of the transfer 1s forthooming, I
regret

8 1.1.1.0-52 > 0071.

REEL No. A-0255

e e e T R R T T i R I N e m s e R et el

regret that it would not be possible to arranga for bhe
releasa of the Yessel ln question,

} As regards the s.s. 2552\33322" it 1s stated that a
Greea subjeot, John D, Tsounias, advanced the sum of 3200 000
(loocal) to the owners, teking the ship es seourity, ereated |
requests were nade by the Japanese naval euthorities at
Shanghaei to the sald Nr. Tsounias Qgﬁgggggoamdooumentary
evidgggg~3£hfg}s transaotiou, but he persisted in evading

————
theae requests until the 4th Karech when oertain‘doouments
were produced which are now being exemined, Likewise, in
this oase, I resret I must inform Your ”xoellenoy that tho
oompetent authorities will be unable to see their way. to re-

lease the veaael in queation until it 13 established bayond

doubt thet the transfer wag not made for the sole purpose or
evading the oonsequenoes ot Japaneae nuval aotion along the ,'
. Chinese coast and it is proved that the alleged transrer 18

fully valid.

Belleve me,

et e R A i T avi o e
s

Yours gincerely,

R RO P
N R

Dircotor,
s hxoellenoy »ast Aslatlo Bureau.
The Baron Rudolph Bertouoh-Lehn.
The Teanish Kinister,
Tokio .
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11th April, 1938,

My dear Minister,

With reference to our conversation of the 8th

® April on the subject of the selzure of the s.sw "Yun Mow" .
and the 8.8 "Ano Vathy" both of whioh are olaimed to have

o been transferred to Greek registry, I beg to inrorm Your

Exoallenoy that the former, the s.s,. "Yun How", hed for

sometime been under suspicion and thet, aooording to the
atatementa made by members or the orew Yo. Japanese naval

foffioera, the managar or the shipping company owning the

vessel, a osrtain Chinese by the name of ﬁang, had in
%; November and Deoember last made several attempts to erteot :
- the transfer of the ship's regiatration to the Italian and 7 . E

3 & ' Panaman flags as well as the Greek and furbhermore, that ~

the ‘sald Wang had given the Firsb Offioer, who was at the
A . i ;

time the 3 s B verbal undertaking that although g

3 ' the ship was temporarily to be trensferrad to the craak {

5 .rlag it would be transrerred baok to the Ohineae flag as
é soon as the hostilities betwoen Japan and china were over

3 _ ' ‘ C and

8 1.1.";_.0—53 e - :9072': o
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My deoar ilinister,

« #ith referonoce
¢ April on the subjeot| . .
@ and the s.s. "4no Va
. %3 been transferred to &f
Exdellency that ths
some time besen under ;
statements made by members—or tiie
officers, the mannger of the shipping company owning the
vesgsel, & certain Chinese by the name of ‘Wang, had in
November and December last made several attempts to effect
§ the trensfer of the ship's registration to the Italian and
k, § Panamen Tlegs as well as the Greek snd, furthermore, that
the sald liang had given the First Officer, who was at the
time the shi %c%?u s & verbal undertaking thet although

the ship was temporarily to be transferred to ths Craek
flag it would be transferred beck to the Chinese flag as

soon as the hostilitlices between Japan and Chins were over

2
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8 11.10-52

GOPY

Note Verbale.

, The Department of Foreign Affairs presents its
& vcompliments to- the Danish Legation in. Tokyo, and, ,
1with reference to the Legation's the Vérbale J. No.iz. ;1
L. 11—47 dated March lOth 1ast has the honour to_state ’~ §
that the S. S. "Sparta" is belng detained at Mako‘ E
the S S '”Ano Vathy" At Wbosung, and that the Department i
has nothing particular to add to the full details orally ‘ 4

_April 27th, 1939.

T N R £ A T e £ T ST ST 2
. “
i
H
o}
T3
K]
S i
S

explained by the Director of the Bureau of East Asiatio,

; »Affairs to His Excellency the Danish Minister when the' ' " §
! , vlatter visited him on Aprll Bth 1938.
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