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As previously stated, our expeditionary forco has for
its object only the protection of our rcsidents and it is
a mattor of course that, whon, from this viewpoint, it is
found vnnecessary to keep the forco in Shantung any longor,
it will all be withdrawn and rocalled homc. In view of
3- ne embittercd popularkfeeling in thce Shangung forrain :f.’ol;
lowing thg Psinan Af2air and of froquent attacks mede by
drawal of_ all the troo.zis of our expcdition is, regeetful
ag it is, impossible in the existing eircumstances. The
speody sétt:{.ement of tho Tginan Affair, hov;ever, nay lead
0 the quieting down of popular sentiments and eventually
t0 an scceolerabion of tho period of the cntirc withdrawel.
\‘ Ag the sitrength cf the force now in Shantung was based

on the special conditions obtaining before and éftor the

Pginan incidont and it is not necessarily needful to main-

tain it in its entirety, the Japencsc Government has in

S| 11104
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plain-clothes men of the Southorn troops, the immodiato witha ..

e
S S )

B e

f

[

RN

[

QA
Cee W

5
} 9

q\

© 4ho men of the first and seccond reserves of +the Third Division

vioew its redunction by gradual processcH. The warships that

wore sddithonally ordered to variocus places on tho Chincsc

coast end in the Tengtse Valley havs, minco the middlo of

3
J
lest month, been alread;f'rocallod te their respcciive units g
d

oro nftor anothor and thoe mcjority of them have now roturned

TR,
o

home. As regarde tr milisary forec dcspatched to Shangung,

\4

numbering approximately 7,000 are gchoduled, ns a first step,

T T TR SN

s

%o be reoalled cnd dismissed from tho colours and this will

Primenes,

bo followed by further roadjustment of the expeditionary

forca,
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iﬂterview given to the ?ress‘

Foreign Office, July X3, 1928.

: rnment. 2%
it was specifically declared by the Japanese Governm

- istricts that-
the time of the despatch of troops to Shantung G@is

; residents
the action was intended for the protection of Japanese

i3 ¢ in China’s
in the region and not in the jeast to interfere in C

. 1 . thward march of the
doncstic affairs, particularly, the nor

. 3 ¥ sinan
Fatiopalist troops. Unfortunately, nowever, the T

“on “whi i onstant source of
Affair ocourred on May 3%rd, which is a ¢

0

. A yvtement made
regret to us. As was explicitly declared in the statem

| incide by a part
by the Jepanese Government, the incident was caused by P

4

s :

) . -

| . ' ibili rable
clear therefore, that the re spons:L‘b ility for the deplo
£ 4

. i i wite
jpeident entirely rests with the Chinese and it vas @

1104 gy

No. A—-0032

natural that the cruel murder of a number of our residents
greati&‘excited our public §pinion;

The Japanose Government, however, desiring as it does the
maintenance and vpromotion of cordial Sino-Japancse r?lations
~decided to soek the settlement of the affair on four con-

ditions, namely, an applogy from the Nationalist Government,

. the punishment of those who were roesponsible, indemnificae

tion for the losses sustained by Jepanesc residents in
lives, porsons and property, and a guarantee for the fuitgé,
and, on July 18th, caused the Japanese Consul-Gencral at
Shanghai to communicate its intention to the NWationalist
Government, accompaniod by a requoat for the prompt des;
patch of delegates vested with plenary authority to Tsinan
for negotiations with the Consul-Goneral at Tsingtao and
the Acting Consul-General.at Tsinan who will be ordered to

act as Japanese delegates in the negotiations,
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