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Address Before the Budgetary Session of the
“ o o | Eighty-second Session of the Diet,
i B o ~ June 17, 1943

' & W Yesterday in his address before the Tmperial Diet Pre-
i ' - 4 mier Tojo made it clear that it is the immutable policy of
!‘ : Japan to free Asia permanently from the age-old fetters of
Anglo-Saxon domination and to restore Asiatic peoples to
their proper and rightful places. Furthermore, emphasizing
i the necessity of constructing and defending Greater East Asia,
the Premier referred to the strong conviction which is now
rapidly growing among its one billion inhabitants that with- !
out a successful conclusion of this war there can be no libera-
tion of Asiatic peoples and that without the construction of
Greater East Asia there can be no hope and happiness for
them. The Premier also pointed out that now is the time
for this country to respond to the seething desire of these
peoples and to fulfil their aspiration, reciprocating their

5;“ ) spontaneous cooperation. Concrete proposal regarding each

‘ nation was set forth in order to restore Asiatic peoples to
their rightful places—namely the establishment of a structure
of full-hearted neighborly - cooperation among Asiatie
nations on the basis of equality and reciprocity, by according
complete independence to some member nations and allowing
others participation in-the administration of their respective
lands. The guiding prineiple is to inaugurate a new era in

! (1)

R W _'

R ' i
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our part of the world along these lines and to defend the
peace af]d stability of the region against external threats.
. This policy of enabling all component countries of East
Asla to fylfil their long cherished aspirations and to brin
about a_;:;gw‘regm}e of spontaneous cpﬂaborgfi;n on tﬂe bas:z
?f equality and recip}'opity has' gl;‘egd:;rube;elil .del'n.onstrated
in concrete forms in the so-called "":N ew Policy”’ of our Go
fernment toward China, which has served to open a new vi : ,
Tn th'e_ history of the association of Japan and China by u:lllz -
ing 1',n cloge apd cordial relations as truljr gdod. neighborz-
The 1f1auguration of this new regime means noth.inAgrbut th(;
fzarlim.ng out of this national program tho’roughly and extend-
ing it in spirit and practice to the whole of Greater Eas‘ths'
and the consolidation thereby of the unity of the one billi n
peoples who live in this vast area. i
ot S'uch a pohc.y is, needless to say, in accordance with the
lo .ty ideal on which our Empire is founded, and in that sense
it is, fundamentally speaking, not a new policy, The prineci
ple oi.:' neighborliness and cooperation is oné so,fair arIl)d uc li-:
that it (?an be applied to all parts of the world. Since;]thS
fo.und.atfo,n of our Empire our nation has cherished the Vere
:%az.ne spirit. Therefore, ours is an old policy. Yet in a sens {
it lfs new. Why is it new? Let us examine it from th .
of international relations: © anele

‘What sort of policy did the United States, Great Britain

-and the Netherlands pursue in the past especially toward

ltnhe Orient? As yon know, ‘“‘divide and rule” has always
been ?he ke.ym)te. of their crafty policy. By persistently
pursuing this poliey, Britain has exploited India ruthlessly

I .

while in Europe she has consistently played the game of so

(2)

REEL No. A-0007
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.and exercised meticulous cares not to

called balance of power. . In.the. Orient, both Britain :and
America resorted to the tacties of pitting China against Japan
allow any -Oriental
nation to grow strong. They would not tolerate.the emergence
of a Great Power in Asia. Their policy, whatever may be its
outward.forms, has been basically a policy -of - destruction,
designed to keep the Asiatic countries in constant and con-
tinuous turmoil and to permit the intruders to fish:in troubled
waters. It is the policy of Japan to do away, once and for
all, with this evil factor of disturbance and exploitation and
to eliminate disunity and division with a view to ereating a
new era of concord and collaboration throughout the region
of Greater BEast Asia. L
Unless we take steps to remove such evils, political and
economie, there is no way of reconstructing Asia. On various
occasions in the past we have attempted to put into practice
the lofty principle of our Empire, but we have always en-
countered multitudes of obstacles which severely hampered
our efforts. The circumstances that have blocked our path
until today cannot, of course, be ascribed to any single factor.
But broadly speaking, the principal factor has been the in-
trusion of Anglo-Saxon Powers. We have succeeded at last
in eliminating malignant influences of destructions and dis-
turbances by dint of fierce struggles—namely by our sweep-
ing victory in the war. »

Today the nations of Tast Asia are no longer in the status
of Anglo-Saxon colonies. The policy of Britain and America
has always been characterized by closed door, monopoly, and
exploitation. Wherever their policy penetrated it entailed

an economic war. They have publicly outlawed war and

(38)

i
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‘earnestly pledged notito: resort to war as an instrument of
national policy. ‘Nevertheless, they. have attempted to bring
other nations into' submission by openly : waging = economic
wars. - The-order of freezing of assets imposed on Japan may
beé cited :as:one of -the glaring examples. "

* Turning to Europe, we see there too an instructive épec-
tacle. Ttis the Axis Powers who enjoy today the position of
the advocate of the cause of those smaller States which have
been mercilessly treated by Britain and America. ‘Curiously
enough, the:latter now advocating the hegemony of Great
Powers, viz.; Britain, America and the Soviets seem to have
cast to winds the interests of the smaller nations, for whose
defense ostensibly they provoked the present war.
i+ - It is beyond dispute that Japan’s consistent policy to-
ward Bast Asia is aimed at emancipation and construction as
contrasted with the policy of destruction and exploitation
which Anglo-Saxon countries relentlessly pursued in the past.
This policy of Japan is of a great significance to all peoples
and nations—especially it has a profound bearing upon the
future of the peoples of East Asia. S

" T am convinced that the whole world will readily under-
stand and ‘appreciate this policy and that even our enemies
will come to understand and admit the justice of our cause.
In this sense, we must carry out this great policy and fight
this war out. There lies the only way for Japan to live as a
great world Power. We are in fact, pursuing vigorously
such a fair and just policy in order to construct Greater Hast

Asia, and thereby to contribute powerfully toward the peace
of the whole world. ‘

?

83

'.Addres‘s‘*B'efore the Budgetary ‘S.essio'n'oﬁ the
" Eighty-third Session of the Diet,
October 27, 1943.

e

America and Britain keep to their traditional policy of

ingi j f the
bringing the major part o :
coil{f'ol, egoistically assuming that the various States (fm At:;:
Continent of Europe as well as the different peoples o
re all to submit to their overlor .
" Britain, by playing her favorite game of the. balance of

i jon. of her
yer i the preservation and expansion. 0
power in Europe for the p ot

.circling colonial empire has precipit
:le"l.d ;Blir(:;cnmg she is desperately trying to incre-ase her corill-1
trol over the Asiatic peoples in Arabia and Indlzf, t(;i reg;zmt
her grasp on Burma, and to Win‘back her do.mma on
only over China but over the Wh01e~of Hast Asia. t y
Amierica on the other hand wants to take advantage

r for the realization of her bold ambition of

the present wa .
establishing a world-wide empire of her own. She has not

only tightened her grip on the contingnt.s of North anc.l Szuil;
America through improper interpretations and apphcz; 1ot.
of the Monroe Doctrine. Furthermore in the North ét an ;q
and elsewhere, not to mention North and West .A;Emca, ste
is establishing her foothold, and taking S\.mcesswe steps (::
prepare for world hegemony sometimes:, it seems, e;renﬁj z:.o
the expense of the British Empire. - Evidently she plan

(5)

world under their exclusive -
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reoccupy the Philippines to make the islands their base for
acquiring the mastery and disturbing the tranquillity of the
Pacifie. Thus, it is growing clearer than ever that the true
inténtions :of:-America :and: Britain! are -to; place -the- world
under the.control:of America, Britain,: and:,their satellite
nations. ; ; -

Far away from horlne,‘ sons of America and Britain are
now engaged in a desperate fighting with the pick of our army
‘and navy in the North and South Pacific and in, the South-
west Asia, ‘on the’'Solomon Islands direct under the equator,
and in the wild jungles of New Guinea.: Why must America
and Britain so, cruelly ‘allow theii- young men to fall vietims
to our shells and bullets in distant lands of ‘savages and of
epidemics? “Why must they dispateh - enormous - forces to
wrest Hast- Asia from the peoples of East Asia % It is all be-
cause of their vain ambition to:reconstruct, or ‘build: anew, a
world-wide colonial emipire. | Being determined to realize this
unwarranted ambition at the sacrifice of the nations of East
Asia; they have dec¢lared that they will contihue the current
war until our ‘‘unconditional surrender.”’” Such a declara-
tion.on their part is a blunt confession of their sinister de-
signs. It should be noted that the. idea behind that declara-
tion is identical with that absurd idea which was once theirs

to conquer Japan and reduce it into a colonial status similar
to that of other countries of East Asia,

Since. Japan has demonstrated unmistakably her spirit
of neighborly amity, by putting into practice a series of her
Greater East Asia policies beginning with the “New China
Policy”’, the American and British policy toward Asia ap-
pears to have undergone unaccountable alterations. -

(6)

They now count China ypder the .Chungkin‘g lt;glzi lil:
one of the few Powers who are supposed to govern tt ,e. ,_b,e_
ﬁoi-ld—:éomething that they had never dreamed of domgit- -
fdré. In brdep to prevent a. change of .],Jeart 01? the }{)aL _re
Cﬁungking owing to Japan’s New China P(‘)hcy(,1 ht ezk?n‘,
busy, trying every means to curry favo.r with O En,,e i ;;S
and to persuade and urge upon that regmfe to coi ,1~mj;ime-
fééisf;;nce against Japan. They refu?,_e f.uo give up tl ;zr.. tms
honored policy of making use of Asiatics t.o checl.i \sia ,as:
No sooner had Japan begun to put in practice varlolills n:eiéd
ﬁres in pursuance of her new policy, than they has.t ); E‘l,(;_
{0 bribe Chungking with a promise for a solely' ,nomm.a ; "

gation of unequal treaties. Their sense of racial prel;gl ]:c:; -
sb éti'ong that, at the Paris Conferenf:e of 1918 W c 1 t
after the First World War, with a'v1ew. to ushe.rmg in at—
éra of enduring peace, the principle of racial equah;;.}lr{, acesfn_
ed by an overwhelming majority, was.cast. away d1 ;; vivtain
oﬁt shoes because of oppositi:n tl.oy 12;(::1,1‘;;2 :}fleir a ;itud(;
enough, as the war situation S, ] nd
?11::11;5:. Aﬁir;ca now seems to show her es'teem fortg::zlgé
king by revising her Tmmigration Act exclusw.e}y j:'f)r , o
of the Chinese. The independence of the 13‘1111‘1ppnie?i e
had long been promised by America, was 'not grante ti(_m _Of
oné pretext or another during the American occupa
i ds.
theselilzstl:zzls after American soldiers had b.eel.l drivendout frozrsl
the Philippines by Japanese F;rces, ;hat _1’5,?s 1212;1;?5:@32 ;v.to
enared for and realized. It is Japan > &

-1;;;?: fid ﬁbove word. As if competing with J apq,g, P;::;

denf Roosevelt is now reported to have requested the Cong

7))
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'th? au(tll_ior'ity'i:‘(') 'gréﬁt‘the Philippines their independence at
once,. wyich Americ;i:refused to do when she could have done
| i:f}h’bis*thé way of :Anglo-Saxons. Nothing' could save -East.
thelxi ! elif, ;cslie re'sbolut‘e‘ ei.fortgAAmad;(a by the pebpl'gs of E%).St Asia
'British aggrgssion in Asia has a long history. As to
Indla,ywhenever.Britain found it impossible to exert s;ufﬁcien't
pl:essur‘e, 'she’ would pateh up for the moment with fine pro-
mises only to ignore them as soon as she was in'a positioﬁ t
renew her oppression. This is exactly the method which sh:
emplqyed at the time of the last Great War, and whi h she i
employing at present. -~ ¢ . ' g e
Now that'the Provisional Government of Free India has
been established under the’ leadership of ‘Subhas .Chandr
Bose, it is not improbable that Britain will offer India, as 11111
the case of Chungking, some kind of promissory note ’Which
she. has no thought of redeeming. The restoration of India
f;o its proper status as an independent nation cannot be real-
ized by any means other than by the awéakening and self-

| exertion of Indian people themselves.

o fF‘o A‘me.lfica' and Britain, East Asia may be a convenient
colonial territory for aggression and exploitation. But to us
b

East Asia is our native land—our home and hearth, which

we must certainly defend at all costs, -

' fl‘he current war, having originated in the American and
British attempt to seek destruction of this country economie-

‘ally as well ‘as militarily, is for J. apan a war of self-defense

and self-pr'eserv.atio'n. 'Should we, together with our brethren
of East Asia, fail to defend East Asia, Japan as a great Pow-
er would cease to exist. - Moreover, all the subject peoples of

(8)
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East Asia would be deprived forever of an oppo_rtpnity to
regain their sovereignty and independence. . It is obvious
that they would never be restored to .East Asia, .but they
would be made forever helpless victims of exploitation as so
many colonies of America and Britain. To Bast Asia and
to its peoples, this is a war of racial awakening—a war for
the renascence of East Asia. No wonder that all peoples of
East Asia have risen en masse to join in this supreme and
stupendous enterprise. _
. China is being already restored to the Chinese. Thailand
has regained its old territories which she had lost due to a
series of British aggression. -Burma and .the Philippines
have declared independence, while India has answered the
clarion call of fight for freedom. The day of East Asia’s
renascence has dawned. We will all defend our homeland
from the aggression of evil powers, guard it from their ex-
ploitation, and lead it on the road of common prosperity.
Such is our war aim. . . _
The present war is to us a war of national emancipation,
while to our enemy it is nothing but a war of aggression. To
us, it is a war for the defense. of homeland, while to him it is
only a colonial war for world hegemony. Rarely in history
has an imperialistic war waged for aggressive purposes prov-
e'd successful. The Opium War is an exeeption. And even
that war has after all served no other end than to expose the
infamy of Britain. America has a record of having won
her freedom from British tyranny after a terrible war of
several long years. Americans, in whose mind the memory
of Valley Forge is still alive, should know better than anyone
else that justice prevails in the end. Factors of victory are

(9 )
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#ot sitiply the niimber of weapbiis of war ot thé volunie of
industtial output.  The power of our fighiting fories atid the
gtréngth of our nationil inotdle aré, itideed; rooted in the
jilstice 'of olfi cange. ~ o

7 lid War' of Gréater Tast Asia is & wir for jtstice to
combit aggréssioh. It is a war of liberdtion, to defend Hast
Asia, otir home, and to redeem it from exploitation, to estdb:
lish peticd and’ stability ‘atid to brifig aboit coinmion pros-
perity throughout the vast region of Bast Asia. We strive
for constructioi; while ol eneémy aims at destriction. This
is the 1éhsonl whiy the kinidred natioiis of Bast Asia; confident
of the final vietory, are fitthly Tesolved to fight to the last
fivgn, - ¢ - : : “ . Dy o :
- The constiruction of Gtredter Bast Asia ont the basis of
the sovereigiity atid indepéndetice of &ll thie natiotis thereiii
atid fot the eommon prosperity and well-beinig of the etitive
région Will be made possible only through the éstablishmeiit
of fraternal relations of mutual aid and ahiity in aceordance
with the prineiples of eguality and reciprocity. - Of course,
Hast Asia, waking iip fully to the sitiiation, must put forth
vigorous efforts. It-_must cherigh its traditions and enhance
its edltute aiid Fegaitt confidenceé in itself. However, East
Asia is not exclusive: Commioii piosperity and well-being
in Bast Asid is patt and paiecel of Wworld peace. While we
will déal decisively with any attempt at aggression against
Bast Asia, we shall be ready to extend welcone to all those
who grasp the meatiing of the New Edst Asia. In fact, East
Asih wants to etiter upon cilltursl intercourse, abolish racial
discrimihationis, develop reciprocal economic relatiotis, and
promote free tiaffic ahd free access to resources throughout

(10)
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the world so as to contribute to the peace and progress of
mankind. ‘

Our East Asia policy is being put into practice, and it is
making progress. Its consummation will come with victory.

All the nations and peoples of East Asia, including those
who have newly attained their independence, are full of
bright hope for the future. What they ask of the world is
nothing but the common prosperity and well-being of all in
accordance with the principle of equality and reciprocity.

Today the nations and peoples of East Asia are march-
ing on hand in hand as trusted friends and good neighbors
to fight this war to the finish for the emancipation and en-
hancement of East Asia.

(1)
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